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In  tlw  delivery  of  the  fullovving  dUcouiscj,  ihosn  portions  of  them  not  snlteo 
to  the  services  of  llic  Sabbath,  were  omitted;  and  soma  inalter  suited  to  the  day 
and  the  occabion  was  dcilivered,  which  is  not  priated.  T!io  numerous  facts  re- 
corded in  tijis  Sketch,  have  been  collected,  and  Uu  ir  accuracy  has  been  tested, 
by  unwearied  labor  and  research.  It  is  believed  tiioy  may  be  relied  upon  as 
substantially  correct. 

The  author  takes  pleasure  in  acknov.  led^ing  his  obliiialions  to  the  many  friends 
who  have  assisted  his  einjuiries  ;  and  will  only  add,  that  if  liiese  discourses  siiall 
aid,  in  the  hunible.it  manner,  in  saving  frorn  oblivion  the  early  hi>tory  of  Fall 
KivEK,  and  ia  promoting       future  prosperity,  he  will      amply  rewarded. 


FALL  11 1  V  \:  U  : 

TKXPP    AJiD     PRATT,  IRINTERS 


HISTORICAL  SKETCH. 


^  .  PSALMS  XLIV.  1,  2,  3.. 

WE  HAVE  HEARD  WITH  OUR  EAHS,  O  GOD,  OUR  FATHERS  HAVE 
TOLD  US,  WHAT  WORK  THOU  DIDST  IN  THE  TIMES  OF  OLD.  HOW 
THOU'  Dn)ST  DRIVE  OUT  THi:  HEATHEN  WITH  THY  HAND,  AND 
TLANTEDST  THEM  :  HOW  THOU  DIDST  AFELICT  THE  PEOPLE, 
AND  CAST  THEM  OUT.  FOR  THEY  GOT  NOT  THE  LAND  IN  POS- 
SESSION BY  THEIR  OWN  SWORD,  NEITHER  DID  THEIR  OWN  ARM 
SAVE  THEM  :  liUT  THY  RIGHT  HAND,  AND  THINE  ARM,  AND  THE 
LIGHT  OF  THY  COUNTENANCE,  BECAUSE  THOU  IIADST  A  FAVOR 
UNTO  THEM. 

How  changed  the  scene  around  us  this  morning,  from  what  our 
ancestors  beheld,  w  hen,  one  hundred  and  sixly  years  ago,  they 
c(un(-  and  fixed  here  the  place  of  their  habitation,  and  be^^an  the 
setllcnient  of  this  tow  n  !  The  httle  river  that  rolls  its  rapid  waters 
through  our  village  ;  im])arts  its  name  to  our  town  ;  and  puts  in 
motion  a  mass  of  nnchinery  sufTicicnt  to  gi\  e  business  and  bread  to 
lialf  our  population  :  the  waters  of  the  beautiful  Bay  that  spreads 
out  her  bosom  before  us  :  the  hills  and  the  valleys  around  us  :  the 
great  River  upon  our  right,  and  the  rocky  I\Iount  in  our  front: 
these,  all  remain  subotaniially  as  they  were,  while  the  wolf,  the 
Avild  cat,  the  timid  deer,  and  the  untutored  savage,  claimed 
this  as  their  ancient  and  rightful  duniinion.  But  all  else,  how 
changed  !  The  ihicA,  [dark  forests  have  disappeared  :  ilie  wild 
beasts  that  roamed  these  foresis,  are  gone  ;  and  the  Indians  that 
inhabited  these  hills  and  vall;y<,  and  here  kindled  their  council- 
fires,  and  shouted  the  Wui-song.  have  })assed  away  like  the  leaves 
of  their  native  wood.^.  thfMi  wa^a  ''  waste,  h. 'U  Inig  w  iidrr- 

ness/'  we  Ix  hold  cuiuvati'd  li< Ms  .-Hid  sniiiiui;  ganieus  ;  in^^irad  of 
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savage  trlbes/.wc  behold^f'cmtnunitics  of  civilized  men  :  instead 
of  the  murky  Indian  hut,  wc  behold  coni'brtable  hcusos,  and  lar^e 
factories,  and  splendid  pLd3!ic  edifices  :  instead  of  the  Indian  canoe, 
«:ilently  dartinc,^  along  our  bay  in  pursuit  of  the  beaver  or  biack-fish, 
we  beliold  the  elegant  sleam-boat  anrl  the  stately  sh-ip  j)roudly 
floating  on  its  bosom,  laden  with  the  products  of  o'.lier  climes  : — 
instead  of  the  war-whoop,  and  the  cry  of  sava'je  cruelty,  we 
hear,  all  around  the  voice  of  }icare  and  x-omfort,  and  listen 
to  the  song  of  thanksgiving  aiid  j>raise,  rising  from  thousands 
of  grateful  hearts  to  the  throne  of  the  liviiig  God.  W'e  are 
not  come  together,  as  were  our  fathers,  in  fear  and  want,  and 
gloomy  bodings,  to  offer  our  woi-hlp  under  the  sju-oading  trees 
of  the  forest,  beneath  an  iiicleincnt  sky.  \\'e  are  assembled 
in  the  enjoyment  of  plenty,  and  bright  visions  of  the  future  ; 
in  the  temple  dedicated  to  one  God,  Father,  Son  ar.d  IIolv 
Ghost  ;  surrounded  wiili  every  thing  that  makes  society  sweet 
and  life  happy. 

The  first  twenty-five  years  of  the  existerice  of  this  Church,  is 
now  completed  ;  and  we,  as  an  orizanizcd  con^rei:ation,  have 
reached  a  period  in  our  own  history,  w  hen  it  seems  proper,  to  re- 
view the  past,  and  thank  God,  and  gij-d  up  our  loins  for  the  future. 

"  We  have  heard  with  our  ears,  O  God.  our  fathers  have  told 
us,  what  work  thou  didst  in  their  days,  ii^  ilio  times  of  o!(L  How 
ihou  didst  drive  out  the  heathen  w  'w'a  thy  hantk  and  jilantedst  them  ; 
how  thou  didst  afdiot  the  people,  and  cast  them  out.  For  they  irol 
not  the  land  in  pos-es-lon  by  tlioir  own  sword,  neither  did  their 
own  arm  save  them;  but  I'ly  ri^iit  hr.nd  and  thine  arm,  and  the 
light  of  thy  countenance,  bccaust^  theu  hadst  a  favor  to  them.'* 
If  this  passage  had  been  designed  by  th.e  sacred  writer,  to  applv  to 
the  early  settlement  of  Plymoe.th  Colonv,  it  could  not  have  been 
more  appropriate  ;  and  were  our  fathers  here  to  write  their  own 
memorial,  it  would  certainly  boeln  and  end  with.  su(di  sentiment^ 
as  are  breathed  in  the  text — they  would  write  IS'ot  unto  u-.  O 
Lord  ;  not  unto  us,  but  to  tliy  name  give  iilory."  ^^'hile  then 
we  sketch  the  early  hi>tory  of  this  })!::re,  let  us  keep  our  eve 
steadily  fixed  upon  the  hand  of  Ciod.  scarcely  l('<s  vi>ible  in  the  first 
srttlcmenl  and  suliscqucnt  pro.<perit\-  of  Xi:w-Ihiokand,  than  it  had 
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been,  in  plantln-;  Ins  ancient  covenant  people  in  the  land  of 
Canaan. 

It  was  my  ori;.nnal  design  to  present  a  succinct  history  of  this 
Church  and  Society  onlv.  But  as  1  proceeded  in  the  execution 
of  my  purpose,  I  was  persuaded  th.at  a  more  extended  narration 
might  be  pro6lable,  especially  to  the  young :  I  shall  tlierefore  at- 
tempt a  brief  sketch  of  the  earlier  as  well  as  the  later  history  of 
our  village,  including  the  tow  ns  of  i'^all  River  and  Tiverton,  togetli- 
er  with  Freetown  and  the  neighboring  region,  so  far  as  is  neces- 
sary to  elucidate  the  history  of  our  own  place. 

Tiie  order  I  propose  to  pursue  is,  to  sketch 

I.  The  Aboriginal  History: 

II.  The  Civil  History  :  and 

in.  The  Ecclesiastical  History  of  tliis  place  ;  and  particularly 
of  this  Church.    1  begin 

I.    ^VIt!l  the  Aboriginal  Hlstor}*  of  this  place  and  vicinity. 

The  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  took  place  December 
2-2(i,  1C'20.  At  that  time  tlie  Indian  name  of  the  country  lying 
betwef'n  Providence  Illver  and  Taunton  lilvcr,  was  Pokanoket. 
Indeed  the  whole  country  Soutii  of  Seekonk  and  Providence  rivers, 
comprising  what  now  conslltutes  Jiristol,  Plymoutii,  l^arnstable. 
Dukes  and  Nantucket  Counties,  was  inliabiled  by  tribes  known  by 
the  general  name  of  Pokanckets,  (sometimes  wriiten  Pawkunnau- 
kutts.)  The  territory  comprising  Bristol,  Warren  and  Harrington, 
R.  I.  :ind  a  pnrt  of  Rehoboth,  Mass.  was  inhabited  by  the  tribe 
called     [un pa n oags 

The  chief  scat  of  this  tiibe  was  at  ^lount-Hopef;  (called  by  the 
Indians  Mont-haup,  or  ?.lon-top)  ;  the  more  ancient  name  of  the 
jtlount  was  Pokanoket,  or  Paw  !ainnau!:utt,  a  name  given  by  the 
IS'arragansetts.  Pokanok(3t  signi'ies  thi:  wood  on  land  on  titi: 
OTiiCR  SIDE  or  Tin:  WATKii,"'  the  appropriateness  of  which  will  be 
Fcen  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  .\arra2ansetts  lived  on  the^Ve^t 

*  Tlii'*  t^i'(r^  was  soiiienmes  called  rok-moKcis. 

■f  Mount-IIojit;  is  aliout  two  inilt-s  t:i.-.i  /,  I>rislol,  and  within  lliat  ancient  town. 
It  is  an  fininenrp,  steep  oti  all  siilc-:,  and  tcriuiiiating  in  a  larji*:  rock,  which  at  a 
distance,  ha-*  tlio  appearance  oTa  lar;:.;  dome  of  an  nniphiiln-airo.  I  rom  tnnnv 
point:*  on  ihi;  Kaslorn  sliore  of  Mount  Ilnpo  iJay,  parliculariy  at  llio  vilinrre  of 
Fall  Kivcr,  [Tour  or  five  miles  di-Iaiu,]  tlio  Mount  form-'  a  bfautiful  Rcclivirv  in 
the  lond<rnpc,  somrw  hat  rrscmhiinga  remote  view  of  tho  rotate  Mouro  in  Rosion. 
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Side  of  the  water?  of  the  Narraganselt  Bay.  Massasoit  was  the 
name  of  the  chief  Sachem  of  the  Wanipanoags.*  He  was  regarded 
as  the  chief  Sachem  of  the  different  petty  trihcs  occupying  the 
whole,  or  nearly  the  whole  of  these  five  counties,  together  with 
l>rlstul  County,  Rhode-Island  :  and  his  auihoriiy,  was  recognized 
by  other  tribes  living  farther  iXorth.  Massasoit  kindly  welcomed 
our  fathers  to  these  shores,  and  always  lived  on  terms  of  sincere 
friendship  w  ith  them.  He  was  a  remarkable  nian.  Though  a 
mere  savage — ignorant  of  letters — even  of  reading  and  writing  : — 
and  thouf^h  he  always  resisted  every  effort  to  convert  him  to 
CInistianity.  and  died  a  Pagan  ;  yet  there  was  an  uitrinsic  dignity 
and  energy  in  his  character,  which  gave  him  unbounded  influenco 
over  his  subjects  and  inferior  Sachems.  The  native  qualities  of 
Ills  intellect  and  his  heart,  were  so  commanding  and  so  peaceful, 
that  he  gained  the  loyally,  controlled  the  extravagant  passions,  and 
secured  the  personal  confidence  of  his  subjects  ;  and  for  nearly  half 
a  century  preserved  i)cace  and  harmony  between  them  and  our 
fathers,  lie  was  highly  valued  and  much  respected  by  his  English 
neighbors,  and  greatly  beloved  by  his  own  people.  Hobomok,  an 
Iniliaii  who  became  a  believer  in  Christianity,  and  maintained  his 
christian  character  to  the  end  of  life,  was  well  acquainted  with  this 
vtniTable  chief  This  chrlsliaii  Indian  was  sent  by  the  Governor 
of  l*iy mouth,  in  company  with  lildward  W  inslow,  to  visit  IMassa- 
soit,  and  to  furnish  him  with  medicine,  when  he  was  dangerously 
si'jk.  iS'ews  (which  proved  to  be  erroneous)  was  received  while 
on  their  way,  that  ]Massasoit  was  dead:  Hobomok  was  greatly 
griovL'd  at  the  intelligence,  and  addres.^ing  Winslow,  said  While 
you  live  you  will  not  meet  the  like  of  .Massasoit  among  the  Indians. 
He  was  no  liar, — nor  l)iood\-, — nor  cruel  like  othei-s  of  his  race, 
la  anger  antl  j)assion  he  was  soon  reekiimed.  ile  was  ea^y  to  bo 
recunciletl  toward  such  as  iiad  olTemied  him.  His  reason  was  al- 
ways open,  and  he  iro'vernL-d  his  people  better  with  fuw  blows,  tliaii 
othci-s  did  with  man}  .''    Ui"  liic  yi-ar  of  Ma>>as(.)ii*s  death  w  o  arc 

*  ll  was  the  luduiii  cu>toiii  frcqut  nlly  to  cli.tnijc;  tlu-ir  n.iinos.  Masjasoit  was 
"oiiirtiiiM-^  callorj  ( Jos^uiiHi;'!!!!  or  Asulitiifnuiii  ;  ilu>i)i:!i  he  i-s  more  i^.  lurally 
J»«io\vii  ill  history  by  tlu-  M.mio  of  .M,i>s,isoit.  Affjr  \y.:n  uuv  oftlio  (\»!'oii  Fo'^- 
«i>o  c<)m|»:iui,..s.  and  l!tc  largi>:  fanory  l  uiidiai;,  n        luncc,  is  cM  d. 


not  certainly  informed — it  probably  occurred  in  IGGl  or  2  ;  when 
his  age  exceeded  fourscore  years. 

Massasoit  had  two  sons.  The  name  of  the  elder  son  was  Wam- 
sitta  or  Wamsutta  :  [his  earlier  name  was  ]\Iooanam]  :  and  of  the 
younger  Mctacomct,  (sometimes  wrillen  Metacom.  and  Pumeta- 
cumb.)  Those  sons,  while  at  Plymouth,  after  the  death  of  their 
father,  professed  great  friendship  fur  the  whites,  and  desired  Eng- 
lish names — whereupon  Governor  Prince  named  the  elder  brother 
Alexander,  and  the  younger  Philip  ;  probably  from  Alexander 
and  Philip  of  ■\lacedon.  Alexander  was  the  successor  of  T^Iassa- 
soitas  chief  Sachem  of  the  Wamjianoags  or  Pokanokets. — indeed, 
duiing  tlie  latter  part  of  his  father's  life,  he  seems  to  have  shared 
his  audiority.  He  survived  his  father  but  a  short  period,  (probably 
only  a  few  months,)  and  was  succeeded  l)y  his  brother  Philij),  who 
became  chief  Sachem  or  king  in  ]6G:2.  Of  Philip,  we  shall  speak 
more  fully  hereafter. 

PocAssET  was  the  Indian  name  of  the  territory  now  Included  in 
Swa!izey,  Somerset,  Fall  River  and  Tiverton  ;  and  this  territory 
was  inhabited  (in  16:20)  by  the  Pocasset  tribe  ;  of  which  Corbl- 
tant  was  Sachem.'^  At  that  time  the  Pocasset  tribe  was  not  num- 
erous, having  been  great!}-  rorduced  in  numbers,  in  common  with 
tlie  neighboring  tribes  [»y  the  sweeping;  pestilence  of  1612.f 

Corbitani's  chief  residence  was  at  IMattapoisctt.J  (now  Gardner's 
IS'cck)  in  Sv.'anzey.  He  probably  resided  a  })art  of  ilic  time  at  or 
near  where  this  village  now  is.  He  \^'as  one  of  the  most  reno\^■ned 
Sachems  williin  the  (lomiiiions  of  ^Massasoit :  but  unlike  that  veu- 
crable  man,  was  opposed  to  the  whites,  v.hom  lie  viewed  as  intru- 
ders, and  probably  de?igned  to  cxicr/uMKite.  ifo]-)portunity  })resentod. 
His  character  strongly  resembled  that  of  the  famous  King  Philip. 
How  or  when  he  died,  we  are  not  informed.  Some  have  supposed 
that  the  Indian  skeleton,  now  in  ilic  Fall  River  Athenajum,  is  that 
of  the  Sachem  Corbitant.^ 

*Oiicofour  Cotton  I'actory  coiii[>  inic>  i-;  cnllcd  \\m  focassel  ("oinpany  :  ;uid 
ihc  principal  Hotel  in  tlie  plucc  waj  Luilt  l)y  said  company,  in  iSoo,  and  a 
pj»Iendid  liuilding. 

t  Souk-  liavc  supposed  lliat  paslilencc  was  llio  small  pox.  Bo  that  as  it  may, 
Jl  nearly  d-.-populali  d  u  lnt  is  now  the  l!a.-.t<'rri  section  of  .M as.-a<  liu^clts. 

pai  t  oflvoclic^tcr  al.-o  wa^ciIK-d  .Matta|)oisi-t — somctiinr^  w  riltcn  .Matlapois. 
§  A  liuiuau  skcktuu  found  ten   or  twtlvc  years  ugo  in  llic  sand-bank  in  llic 
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The  successor  cf  Corbilant,  as  Sachem  of  the  Pocasset  irihv'^, 
was  a  female  ; — pro!)ahly  ?])e  was  his  daughter.  Her  name  was 
Weetamore,  sometimes  written  "Wcetamoe.*  Her  head  quarters 
were  on  tlie  s]iot,  as  is  believed,  where  lliis  village  is  now  built. 
She  had  another  residence,  near  How  land's  bridge.  AVcetamo:-e 
was  twice  married — first  to  AlexandLr,  the  eldest  son  of  Massasoit, 
and  after  his  death  to  Pctananuct,,  called  familiarly  Peter  Nunnuit. 
Early  historians  speak  of  her  as  a  woman  of  superior  intelligence  ; 
and  as  "  potent  a  Sachem  as  any  round  about  lier,  and  as  having  as 
much  corn,  land  and  men  at  her  command."  When  Philip's  war 
was  approaching,  he  had  the  address  to  secure  her  countenance 
and  aid,  by  insinuating,  (without  the  least  reason.)  that  the  au- 
thorities at  Plymouth  had  poisoned  his  brother  Alexander,  her  for- 
mer husband.  Petananuet  was  r.ot  concerned  in  Philip's  war 
against  the  English,  but  forsook  his  wife,  and  joined  them  against 
her;  and  was  employed  with  very  great  advantage  by  the  whites. 
Weetamore,  having  joined  Pliilip,  his  fortunes  became  thence-for- 
ward her  own.f 

Having  spoken  of  Philip's  war,  (as  it  is  usually  called.)  it  will 
be  proper  to  spend  a  few  moments  upon  some  of  tlie  events  of  it 
which  transpired  in  this  neighborhood  ;  especially  as  tliis  })Iace  and 
vicinity  was  the  seat  of  some  of  its  important  incidents,  and  also, 
as  Capt.  (afterwards  Col.)  Iknjamin  Church,  tlie  leading  oppo- 
nent and  conqueror  of  Philip,  was  tor  a  number  of  years  a  resident 
at  this  place,  and  an  owner  of  tlie  land  on  which  a  portion  of  this 
village  stands. 

o 

Soulh-cast  p  ut  of  t'.iis  vill.igc  'J"!ii-  s!:o'cto!i  \va5;  l)iir;(  d  in  a  siuinq  posture, 
ant]  the  l)r»dy  \v;is  found  to  be  fiivelopod  in  a  covcrii: j;  of  coursf  Lark;  uii'lor  wliicli , 
on  tlic  breast,  was  a  plaie  of  biass,  and  be'ovv  liiis.  a  bell  cf  brass  lubes  encir- 
cling t!ic  body,  and  eiiclosinii  nrrow.s  of  bms^.  Whothor  or  not  anylhinu'  was 
engraved  rpon  this  bias:»  p!ule,  it  is  impossible,  frotn  its  corryd-'d  stale,  to  deter- 
mine. The  >Kcleton  is  in  .1  tolerable  stale  of  preservation ,  and  was  cvidentl)  llio 
body  of  a  distiM:^ui>iu  d  pf-rsonai:.:.  W'iicn  found,  ili<;  lie;i(]  was  only  about  one 
fool  below,  whal  had  bee:i  for  r.iany  years  llit^  :  iirf.iee  of  the  j^round. 

•  She  was  called  also  NauiUiupu:ii  and  'i'attapanuni.  The  deod  of  I'rectown, 
pivpn  by  the  Indian  chiefs,  is  <ij;:iod  by  \\'ui.isi:t:i.  (i.  e.  Alexander)  and  a 
Sqnaw  named  Tattapai.um .  1  ih!:i';  without  douhl  'I'attapruiuni  was  Weeta- 
niore,  tho  Squaw  Saci;cni  (if  rora-<et. 

■f  The  Indian  name  of  l.iitic  rr>nip:on  was  Sog'<onalc,  (afterwards  Seaconnet, 
orScconot,)  arid  was  inlnl  it' d  by  t!i,>  ^e.ic(uiiu  t  tr!l!t> — at  tlic  h(Md  of  which, 
when  rhilip':«  war  roninicnced,  was  un  inllucntial  l"cii:alc  Sacliom,  named  Awa- 
ehonks. 


i 


a 


King  Philip's  talents  were  of  the  highest  order.  As  a  politician, 
he  was  the  greatest  of  savages.  lie  clearly  foresaw  tliat  the 
spreading  dominion  of  the  English — their  arts  ;  their  knowledge  ; 
their  discipline  ;  and  their  constant  niunerical  increase,  would  in- 
evitably result  in  die  expulsion  of  the  aboriginal  race  from  the  land 
of  their  fathers.  While  therefore  he  saw  the  whites  extending 
their  settlements  over  tlie  dominions  of  his  ancestoi-s,  in  all  direc- 
tions, he  easily  kindled  into  resentment.  Considering  himself  and 
liis  brethren  the  original  [)roprie:ors  and  loi  ds  of  the  soil,  he  formed 
a  plan  to  prevent  the  loss  of  liis  liberties  and  his  country.  This  plan 
had  for  its  object,  the  entire  annihilation  of  *all  the  whites  in  the 
land. 

For  several  years,  Philip  was  busily  engaged  in  enlisting  the  va~ 
.  rious  tribes  of  New-England  in  his  plot,  and  in  preparing  for  com- 
plete success  ;  and  had  not  his  designs  been  revealed  to  the  English, 
through  the  fidelity  of  two  or  three  fjiendly  Indians,  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  Philip's  purpose  would  have  been  accomplished, 
and  not  a  single  white  person  would  have  been  left  to  transmit  to 
after  ages  an  account  of  the  early  setdement  of  Plymouth  colony, 

Philip's  designs  being  discovered,  the  war  was  begun  prema- 
turely in  June,  1675,  by  an  attack  upon  the  English  at  Swanzey. 
This  war,  which  lasted  less  than  two  years,  was  of  the  most  san- 
guinary and  dreadful  character.  One  of  the  fu'st  important  battles 
was  fought  July  8,  1613,  between  fifteen  white  men  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Church  and  three  hundred  In-dians,  at  Puncatees, 
(sometimes  written  Pimcatest,)  now  the  South  part  of  Tiverton. 
Tlie  battle  was  fought  in  and  near  a  peas  field  belonging  to  Capt. 
Almy  ;  and  is  called  Almy's  peas  field  fight.  The  contest 
lasted  six  hours  ;  when  Church  and  his  men,  after  a  most  des- 
perate defence,  and  widiout  the  loss  of  a  single  man,  were  rescued 
from  their  perilous  condition  by  a  sloop  commanded  by  Captain 
Goldlng,  who  approached  them  froni  a  small  ledgy  island,  a  little 
South  of  llowland's  bridge.  The  island  thenceforward  took  die 
name  of  Cold  Island  or  Goldijig's  Island,  which  it  still  retains. 
Church  was  pious  as  well  as  resolute.  During  die  fight,  when 
some  of  his  men  were  disheartened  and  ready  to  surrender,  he  en- 
couraged dicm  by  aflirming  that  the  remarkable  and  wonderful 
II 
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providence  of  God  in  liitlieilo  preberviiiL^  ilioiii,  encouraged  him  to 
believe  widi  much  confidence  thai  God  would  yei  prc.-erve  them, 
and  that  not  an  hair  of  their  heads  should  lull  to  the  ground." 

July  ]8,  JG75,  ten  days  after  the  hattle  at  Puncatcst,  there  w  as 
anoUicr  hattlo  w  ith  Philip  and  Weetamorc,  and  their  warriors,  in 
the  great  Pocasset  swamp,  which  lies  a  little  South  of  this  village, 
and  stretches  several  miles  (with  now  and  then  a  solid  strip  of  lanrl) 
through  the  inteiior  of  Tiverton.  The  ami}'  of  the  English  did  nol 
arrive  until  late  in  the  day,  hut  soon  entered  resolutely  into  the 
swamp.  Though  the  first  that  entered  were  slict  dowu,  the  rest 
rushing  forward,  soon  forced  the  Indians  llom  their  hiding  places, 
and  took  possession  of  their  wigwams,  ahout  one  hundred  in  num- 
ber ;  but  night  approaching,  a  retreat  was  ordered.  The  attack 
was  desj)crate.  Sixteen  brave  men,  on  the  part  of  the  A\hites, 
were  killed,  Philip  and  Weetumore,  and  most  of  their  warriors, 
made  their  escape  by  crossing  Taunton  ri\  er,  just  above  this  village, 
and  fleeing  to  the  AVest.*  About  one  hundred  of  their  people 
were  left  behind,  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  English. 

It  will  not  comport  with  the  dcsi'jn  of  this  discourse  to  trace  out 
the  movements  of  the  contending  Ibices  in  other  and  more  remote 
sections  of  i>ew-England.  c  can  only  say  that  the  war  was 
prosecuted  w  ith  great  coura^^(3  and  slaughter  on  both  sides  till  mid- 
summer in  1G7G;  when  tht^  Indians  were  defeated  in  several  suc- 
cessive battles,  large  numbers  of  them  were  made  prisoners  ;  their 
most  valiant  captains  were  taken  or  slain  ;  ai\d  Philip  himself  was 
killed.  Among  the  oflicers  coinmanding  the  forces  of  our  ances- 
tors, Capt.  licnjamin  Church  was  prominent ; — indeed  as  a  bold, 
intrepid,  successful  fighter,  he  was  the  most  prominent  oflicer. 
For  fifteen  months  he  was  almost  constantly  in  pursuit  of  the  foe, 
or  in  perilous  and  bloody  fight.  On  the  3 1st  of  July,  1G7G,  he 
fell  upon  Philip  and  his  warriors,  between  Taunton  and  Br-dge- 
watcr,  and  took  many  prisoners  ;  among  whom  was  Philip's  wife 
and  little  son,  nine  years  of  age.  Six  days  alter,  (Augu-t  G.) 
Weetamorc,  the  squaw  Sachem  of  Pocasset,  being  closely  pursued, 
was  drowned  In  returning  to  Pocasset,  while  attempting  to  cross 
Taunton  river,  U[>on  a  raft,  at  or  near  Slade's  I'Vrry  ;  and  thus 

♦The  Indian  name  of 'I'nunton  (ireat  River  was  'l\liticut  or  Tilicut. 
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elided  her  caillily  careMT.  A  few  days  after,  Capt.  Cliurcli  came 
widi  his  coiii[)aiiy  to  Pocasset,  in  pursuit  of  Philip  :  but  uot  find- 
ing him  here,  he  crossed  over  die  fcrr\',  (now  Hol  land's  bridge.) 
to  the  Island  ;  w  hen  just  at  evening,  an  Indian  named  Alderman, 
of  the  Pocasset  tribe,  arrived  from  Blount  Ho[)c  and  infortned  him 
that  Philip,  with  his  warriors,  was  in  a  swamp  near  the  ^Mount.; 
and  that  he  had  shot  his  (Alderman's)  bioiher  that  afternoon,  for 
proposing  to  Piiilip  to  nrakc  peace  w  ith  the  liliiLdish.  Alderman 
offered  to  pilot  Capt.  Church  to  the  sj)ot  where  Philip  was;  and 
forthwith  Church  crossed  Tripp's  Ferry  (now  Bristol  Ferry)  with 
liis  compan}',  and  at  day-light  on  die  morning  of  the  1:2th  August, 
1G7G,  they  had  suiroundud  the  swamp  in  which  Philip  was  en- 
camped. Church  placed  two  men,  an  Englishman  and  a  friendly 
Indian  tOL^ether,  at  suitable  distances  around  the  swamp  ;  and  sent 
an  ofliccr  \\  ith  a  small  party  of  men  into  the  swamp  to  commence 
the  attack  and  drive  Philip  and  his  company  out.  TL^.  entei-])rize 
was  successful,  and  Phlli[),  as  he  was  fleeing,  wa*^  shot  througli 
the  heart  by  Alderman,  whose  brother  Philip  had  i.illed  tlie  day 
before:  and  vsiih  him  v/erc  slain  several  of  his  Irusdcst  followers. 
Thus  fell  tlie  celebrated  King  Philip.* 

Never  perhaps  did  the  fall  of  a  warrior  or  a  prince,  aftbrd  more 
scope  for  solid  redaction.  Philip  was  certainly  a  maii  cf  great  pow- 
ers of  mind;  and  his  death,  in  retrospect,  makes  dihe^ent  impres- 
sions from  what  were  made  at  the  lime  of  the  event.  It  was  then 
considered  as  the  extinction  of  a  ^!rulcnt  and  implacab'3  enemy: 
it  is  now  viewed  as  the  fall  of  a  great  warrior, — a  penetn.ting  stales- 
man, — a  riiighly  piince.  It  then  excited  universal  jo}'  and  con- 
gratulation, as  a  prelude  to  the  close  of  a  merciless  war : — it  now 
awakens  sober  reflection  on  the  instability  of  empire,  the  d  stiny  of 
the  a])original  race  and  the  inscrutable  decrees  of  heaven.  The 
patriotism  of  the  man  was  then  overlooked  in  the  cruelly  o.^  the 
savage  : — and  little  allowance  was  marie  for  the  natural  jealo.isy 
of  the  prince,  on  account  of  the  barbarities  of  the  w  arrior.  Philip, 
in  the  progress  of  the  English  settlements,  fou^saw  the  loss  of  Ifis 
territory,  and  the  cxtinciion  of  ifis  race  ;  and  lie  made  one  mighty 

♦The  stc;:mboat  plying  regularly  bcUveen  lli:s  port  and  Providence,  is  called 
KingPliilip,  nfior  ilio  Indi;ui  Sachem. 
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eflbrt  to  i)ie\  ent  llie  catastrophe.  Mad  liis  resources  been  equal 
to  those  of  liis  opponents,  llielr  ruin  would  have  been  entire.  This 
exterminating  war  would,  perhaps,  never  have  been  known  to  suc- 
ceeding ages  of  civilized  men. 

But  while  we  drop  the  tear  of  huinanilv  over  the  destiny  of 
Philip,  the  assurance  of  the  justice  and  equity  of  our  ancestors,  in 
giving  a  fair  equivalent  for  the  lands  purchased  of  the  natives,  is 
highly  consoling.  Tiie  excellent  and  upright  Gov.  Winslow,  of 
Plymouth  Colony,  in  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  jMassachusetts, 
dated  at  Marshfield,  May  1G7G,  says,  I  think  I  can  clearly  say, 
•  that  before  these  present  troubles  broke  out,  the  English  did  not 
possess  one  foot  of  land  in  this  colony,  but  what  was  fairly  obtain- 
ed l>y  honest  purchase  of  the  Indian  proprietors :  nay,  because 
some  of  our  people  are  of  a  covetous  disposition,  and  the  Indians, 
in  their  straits,  are  easily  prevailed  with  to  part  with  their  lands, 
we  first  made  a  law,  that  none  should  [)urchase  or  receive  by  gift 
any  land  of  the  Indians,  without  the  know  ledge  and  allowance  of 
our  court."  [Vide  Hubbard's  Narrative.*]  Thus  justice  was 
filmed  at  by  the  leaders  and  government  of  Plymouth  Colony. 
And  it  is  no  doubt  true  that  our  ancestors  uniformly  acknowledg- 
ed the  natives  to  be  the  rightful  owners  of  the  soil  ;  and  with  the 
exception  of  the  Pequod  country  (which  was  obtained  by  con- 
quest,) there  is  the  fullest  evidence  that  the  lands  in  ?Sew-England 
were  obtained  by  fair  purchase  of  the  natives." 

Sixteen  days  after  Philip  was  slain,  i.  e.  August  ^S,  Annawon, 
his  chief  captain,  was  taken.  His  capture  furnishes  one  of  the 
most  astonishing  instances  of  daring  intrepidity,  on  the  part  of 
Captain  Church,  recorded  in  mndcrri  or  ancient  history.  Anna- 

♦  Further  proof  of  the  ju^li(-o  niid  bencvolmce  of  our  ancestors  toward^  the 
Indians,  is  furni^fu'd  l)y  their  sell-denying  hibors  to  instruct  and  christianize  them. 
Tho  venerable  John  Illliot,  (Ijorn  IG()4,  died  IGiU),)  \v;is  in  his  prime,  and  had 
done  much  for  the  Indians,  previous  to  IMiilip's  war.  lie  heijan  to  jjreacli  to  the 
Indians  in  their  own  tongue  as  early  as  IG  lti.  lie  once  preached  the  Gospel  to 
King  Philip,  who  rejected  it  witii  di.-il  un.  He  translated  the  I'uble  and  other 
christian  books  into  the  Innguagt;  of  the  Indians.  An  edition  of  his  Indian  iJiblo 
was  printed  in  ICGIJ,  and  a  f-ccond  edition  in  1CS5.  'J'he^e  were  printed  at 
Cambridge,  and  wore  the  Hrsl  editions  of  the  Bii)lr  jirinted  in  America.  Iloline^ 
(vol.  1.  p.  -115,  419  of  ins  annals)  says  that  in  1<>S1  there  were  in  Plymouth 
Colony  1139  praying  Indians,  besides  children,  who  were  supposed  to  be  three 
times  that  number — and  that  in  IHOO  *'  there  were  in  Ncw-l!ngland  thirty  In- 
dian churct)cs." 
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i  w  on  was  in  a  great  sw  amp,  called  Squannaconk,  in  lije  eastern 
part  of  Rchoboth  ;  and  had  witli  liim  50  or  GO  of  Philip's  most 
resolute  warrioi-s.  Churchy  having  left  his  lieutenant  and  ino.n  of 
his  company,  was  out  several  miles  from  them,  on  a  scout,  having 
only  one  white  man  and  five  or  six  friendly  Indians  w  ith  him. 
While  thus  scouting,  he  captured  an  old  Indian  and  a  young 
squaw,  who  were  just  from  Annawon's  camp  ;  from  w  iiom  he  as- 
certained the  locality  and  condition  of  Annawon.  Learning  that 
Annawon  rarely  spent  two  nights  in  one  place,  Church  resolved  to 
attempt  to  capture  him  that  very  night :  and  not  having  time  to 
return  to  his  lieutenant  for  his  w  hole  company,  he  proceeded  forth- 
with, to  Annawon's  retreat ;  with  only  one  white  man  and  half  a 
dozen  friendly  Indians  to  accom})any  him  ;  "  assuring  them  that 
if  they  would  cheerfully  go  with  him,  the  same  Almiglity  Provi- 
dence that  had  hitherto  protected  and  befriended  them,  would  do 
so  still."  Before  midnight,  he  surprised  Annawon*  and  his  war- 
riors, and  took  diem  prisoners,  without  firing  a  gun,  and  without 
the  loss  of  a  man.    [Vide  History  of  Benjamin  Church,  p.  131.] 

Thus  the  death  of  Philip,  and  the  capture  of  his  chiefs  and  war- 
riors, was  the  signal  of  complete  and  final  victory.  The  Indians, 
in  all  this  region,  immediatel}- submitted  to  tlie  English,  or  fled  and 
incorporated  themselves  with  distant  tribes.  And  before  the  vear 
1676  closed,  Philip's  war  was  terminated,  and  with  it  the  Intlian 
wars  of  Massachusetts  proper.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  the 
aboriginal  inhabitants  of  this  region,  contended  for  tlieir  supremacy 
and  lost  it ;  where  just  one  century  later,  the  children  of  their  con- 
querors contended  for  independence  and  gained  it. 

In  this  short  but  tremendous  war,  with  Philip,  about  six  hun- 
dred of  the  English,  composing  their  principal  strength,  were  either 
killed  in  battle,  or  murdered  in  cold  blood  by  the  enemv  :  twelve 
or  thirteen  towns  were  entirely  destroyed  :  and  about  six  hundred 
buildings,  chiefly  dwelling  houses,  were  burnt.  In  addition  to 
this,  an  enormous  debt  was  contracted,  and  most  appalling  suifer- 
ings  were  endured. 

Pcrhap'?  some  of  my  youthful  hearers  may  ask,  what  became  of 
Annawon  and  hi.^  princijial  associates  /    They  were  carried  to 

*  Onn  of  our  Cotton  Faclory  Coinpanie"  is  called  the  AniKiwoii  Coinpanv. 


Plyiuoutli,  and  there  execuied  hy  ojder  of  ilie  governineiit.  Capt. 
Church  rcmoiistiiited  against  this  course,  ljut  in  vain.  In  later 
limes,  the  conduct  of  the  government,  in  this  particular,  has  heen 
nuich  censured;  it  certainly  docs  seem  severe.  Hut  we  should 
remember  that  many — very  many  whole  families  of  the  English,  had 
been  murdered  by  these  very  Indians  in  colrl  blood  :  indeed  there 
was  scarce  a  fiinily  in  the  Colony  who  had  not  mourned  the  death 
of  one  or  more  of  Its  rclaii\  es  tortured  and  murdered  by  the  Indians. 
IMoroover  Anna\\on  and  others  had  been  declared  outlaws  by  the 
government,  long  before  they  were  taken  :  and  lie  confessed  that 
be  bad  put  to  death  several  of  the  Ennlisb  who  were  taken  alive, 
(ten  in  one  day,)  not  denying  that  some  of  them  were  tortured. 
These  facts  should  not  be  forgotten  in  forminir  an  oi)inion  of  the 
measures  of  the  government.  Still,  we  lament  the  sad  end  of  the 
native  heroes  of  the  soil  we  now  occupy  :  and  can  do  it  in  no  lan- 
guage more  ajipropriate  than  that  of  President  Dwight : 

♦*  Indulge  our  native  land,  indulge  llie  feor 

Tliat  steals  impassioned  o'er  a  nation's  doom; 
To  us  eacii  twig  from  Adan)">  slock  is  di.ar, 

And  tears  of  sorrow  deck  an  Indian's  tomb." 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  sketch  of  the  aboriginal  history  of  i}ii< 
place  and  vicinity,  there  are  three  particulars,  in  which  the  fmger 
of  Divine  Providence  is  most  signally  luanirested  in  the  carlv  set- 
tlement of  this  part  ol  New-England. 

1.  In  rcmo\  ing  the  great  body  of  the  Indians  bv  ])estilcnce,  six 
or  eight  years  before  the  arrival  of  the  fust  EuLdish  settlers.  Of 
tlie  occasion  of  that  sore  judgnienl.  w  e  have  nothing  now  to  sav. 
Tiie  fact  is  notorious,  (lod  had  good  and  w  ise  reasons  for  their 
removal  ;  ami  their  remarkable  remo\;d  ju-t  at  this  juncture,  pre- 
pared the  way  for  the  settlement  of  another  ])eoj)le  :  herein  is  seen 
the  haml  of  God. 

2.  In  raising  up  for  the  fir^t  white  selilers  a  friend  so  firm — so 
induenlial — so  unvarsing  a>  was  I\Iassasoil,  to  hold  the  few  In- 
dians still  living,  in  check,  for  nearly  half  a  ceiUury,  till  the  colo- 
nists iiad  felled  the  bie^ts,  and  built  tlweliings,  and  become  siifbc- 
iently  strong  and  nunu  iousto  act  on  the  defcn.-ive.  If  the  na- 
tives had  continued  as  numerous  as  they  were  before  that  pe-ti- 
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lencc, — or  Ifsucli  a  man  as  Philip  liad  stood  in  die  place  of  his  fa- 
ihm-,  no  European  could  have  gained  a  [)eiinanent  Ibolliold  in  iVcu  - 
England. 

3.  In  raising  up  sucli  a  man  as  Benjamin  Church  lor  the  de- 
fence of  the  Colonists,  and  In  j)re-erving  his  lllu  amid  the  Imminent 
perils  10  \\hlch  he  \\-as  suhjected.  Church  \\  as  certainly  a  won- 
derful man  ;  raided  up  for  a  niost  difficult  service.  He  says  him- 
self, ''through  the  grace  of  God  I  was  s])irltcd  for  that  work,  and 
direction  in  it  was  renewed  to  me  day  by  day.  Although  many  of 
the  actions  I  was  concerned  in  were  dlfiicult  and  dangerous,  yet 
xiiyself,  and  those  \\  ho  went  with  me  voluntarily  in  the  service, 
liad  our  lives,  for  the  most  part,  wondcifull)'  preserved  by  the 
overruling  hand  of  the  Almighty  from  first  to  last — and  to  declare 
his  ^s■onderful  >\ork  is  our  indispensable  duty.  I  was  ever  very 
sensible  of  my  ow  n  unfiincsss  to  l)C  employed  in  such  great  services. 
But  calling  to  mind  that  (jod  is  strong,  1  endeavored  to  put  all 
jny  confidence  in  him,  and  by  his  Almighty  jiower,  was  carried 
through  very  difficult  actions ;  and  my  desire  is  that  his  name  may 
iiave  all  the  praise." 

At  the  formation  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Bristol,  R.  1. 
1687,  in  the  days  of  Rev.  Samuel  Lee,  Church  was  a  member. 
He  is  represented  by  his  son,  as  constant  and  devout  in  family  wor- 
ship ;  wherein  he  read,  and  often  expounded  the  scriptures  to  his 
household.  In  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  and  in  attending 
the  worship  and  ordinances  of  God  in  the  sanctuary,  he  was  exem- 
plary. As  a  warrior,  he  seems  to  have  understood  perfectly,  the 
best  manner  of  coping  with  the  Indians  ; — and  it  w  as  in  battling 
wltli  them  that  his  success  w  as  wond.erful.  His  siirprlsal  and  cap 
ture  of  Annaw  on  and  his  warriors,  was  an  act  of  heroic  boldness^ 
\\  hlcli  has  no  parallel  in  modern  times. 

Previous  to  Philip's  v\ar.  Church  had  purchased,  and  com- 
menced operations  upon  a  plantation  at  Seaconet,  now  I^inle- 
Cotnpton.  His  operations  there  w  ere  suspended  by  the  war  ;  and 
when  it  was  over,  he  lived  fir.-,t  at  Bristol — then  at  I'all  Iviver — 
lastly  at  Little-Compton,  where  he  died  and  was  bmied.  On  hi^ 
toml>-stonc  is  the  following  inscription  ; — 


"Here  lleih  Interred  the  body  of  the  Honorable  Col.  Benjamin 
Chtkch,  Esq.  wlio  departed  tliis  life,  January  17th,  17 17-1 S.  in 
the  7Sih  year  of  his  age.''    Anollier  hand  has  added  : 

,  '  *'  High  in  estccui  anioni:;  the  great  lie  stood, 

IJis  wisdom  made  him  lovely,  great  and  good; 
Though  he  be  said  to  die,  he  will  survive; 
Thro'  future  lime  his  memory  shall  live." 

[See  Appendix — Note  A.]* 
JI.    The  Civil  Histoiiy. 

Fall  River  was  a  part  of  Freetown  lilll  1S03.  Hence  the  ear- 
lier history  of  our  tow  n  is  that  of  Freetown. 

On  llie  3d  of  July,  1656,  die  General  Court  of  Plynioudi  granted 
to  sundry  of  the  ancient  freemen  of  that  jurisdiction  ; — namely, 
Capt.  James  Cudworth,  Joslah  WInslow,  senior.  Constant  South- 
worth  and  John  Barnes,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  other  freemen, 
a  certain  tract  of  land  East  of  Taunton  River,  from  Assonetf 
neck  to  Quequechan,  and  extending  East  four  miles.  On  the 
second  of  April,  1659,  a  warrantee  deed  of  what  is  now  included 
in  the  towns  of  Freetown  and  Fall  River,  was  given  to  Captain 
James  Cudworth  and  others,  by  0-samcquIn,  i.  e.  iMassasoit, 
Wamsitta,  the  son  and  successor  of  IMassasoit,  and  Tattapanum, 
(supposed  to  be  the  wife  of  Wamsitta,  the  Squaw  Sachem  of  Po- 
casset,  usually  called  Weetamore.)  [See  a  copy  of  this  deed — 
Note  B.  Appendix.]  This  deed  was  signed  by  Wamsitta  and 
Tattapanum,  and  sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  witness- 
es, and  was  duly  acknowledged  June  9,  1659.  Ossamequin  never 
signed  the  deed.    By  some,  it  is  supposed  that  he  died  before  it 

'Indian  Namfs  of  iu.acks  i  x  this  vicinity. — Pocnsset — Fall  Kiver 
and  Tiverton.  Stacunnct — l.iule  ('ompton.  ri;nl>alce.s  or  I'linkatesl — J*oulh 
end  of  Tiverton.  AtjuelnecU,  or  Aquiiiiieck,  or  Af|uidnicU,  or  Aquclnct — Rhode- 
Island  :  which  was  caiLil  by  the  r.[ii:li.>!i,  the  Isle  ol  llliodes,  aficr  the  l.-^land  of 
Rhodes  in  the  .Mediterranean,  near  tiie  coast  of. \sia  Minor;  and  hence  Uhode- 
I'^land.  Pokanoket — l3ri?tol.  Jveekamuit  or  Kickamuil — Warren  and  lUislol. 
Matapoi.-:et  orMalapois — Swan/cv  and  Roche-ter.  Nama^ket — M iddleborough. 
Poiiaganset  or  .\ponagan.-«el — Dartmouth.  As>awam.>et— Ponds  in  ."^I iddlehor- 
ougli.  Cushnet  or  Acu>hnet — liiver  between  Now-llfdrord  and  Pairhaven. 
'i'ehticut  or  Titacul — Taunton  Great  River,  l^conticut — Pairiiaven.  Acawam  — 
Warcham,  Ipswich  and  Wcsi-Sprin^lield.  I'appooscsquaws,  or  Papposquash, 
or  Poppy.squash  Neck — The  point  opposite  Rrlstol.  Shawmnt — Boston.  ^So- 
wamy,  or  Sowainsctt — Somerset.  Coh  vnnet — Taunton.  Moo^hau.-icli — Provi- 
dence. Nannaquacut  oiCiuacut — A  point  of  land  in  Tiverton,  South  of  i he  Stone 
D.idge. 

t  -Assonel  i-j  an  Indian  name,  signifyinr!;,  it  U  said,  a  song  of  praise. 
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was  cOQiplctcd.  Thai  lie  lived  a  year  or  two  later  is  probable, 
though  not  certain.  If  living  at  the  time  this  deed  was  executed, 
he  was  very  aged,  and  perhaps  declined  bu^-.inc,^.s,  or  committod  it 
to  llie  hands  of  his  eldest  son  Wamsitta.  The  consideration  for 
this  purchase  is  mentioned  in  tlie  deed  ;  and  though  it  seems  small 
at  the  present  time,  it  was  probably  a  fair  price  then,  and  was  »o 
considered  by  all  parties.  Thus  it  appears  that  the  lands  of  Free- 
town and  Fall  River  were  obtained  peaceably,  and  for  a  satisfacto- 
ry consideration.  The  purchasers  were  freemen  in  the  towns  to 
which  they  severally  belonged  :  and  the  purchase  was  called  the 
Freemen's  Purchase  ;  and  hence  the  town,  when  it  was  incorpo- 
rated, was  called  Freetown.  The  fust  setders  were  principally 
from  Plyrnouth,  IMarshfield  and  Scituate.  Some  were  from  Taun- 
ton, and  a  few  from  Rhode-Island.  Tlie  early  names  were  Cud- 
worth,  Winslow,  ^Morton,  Read,  Hathaway,  Durfec,  Terry,  Bor- 
den, [See  Note  O.  Appendix,]  Brightnian,  Cliace.  Davis.  Free- 
town was  incorporated  in  1G33.*  The  Freemen's  purchase  was 
divided  into  twenty-six  shares  ;  and  tlic  shares  were  set  off,  wheth- 
er by  lot  or  otherwise  doe?  not  appear,  to  the  several  purchasers. 
After  the  division  into  shares  was  made,  there  was  a  piece  of  land 
between  the  first  lot  or  share  and  Tiverton  bounds,  which,  in  170"2, 
it  was  voted  by  the  proprietors  should  be  sold  "  to  procure  a  piece 
of  land  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  for  a  burying  place,  a  training 
field,  and  any  other  public  use  the  town  shall  see  cause  to  improve 
it  for."  Accordinidy  this  piece  of  land  was  sold  to  Jolm  Borden, 
of  Portsmouth,  i\.  1.  the  highest  bidder,  for  nine  pounds  and 

*  At  tiic  time  Freetown  was  incorporated,  llierR  wa'?  but  one  county  in  the  Col- 
ony of  Piymoulh.  Iti  IGSo  llu'  Colony  was  divided  into  three  countie.--,  which 
were  called  riyiiiouth,  Ihi?to!  and  Harnstable.  Bristol  county  iheu  cotnprL-od 
(in  addition  to  the  present  territory,)  Cumberland,  Harrington,  Warren,  Bri«tol, 
Tiverton  and  I^ittle  Conipton,  R.  I.  Urijtol  was  incorporated  in  U>SO,  and  ii\ 
five  years,  became  the  most  thriving  town  in  riymouth  Colony.  When  the  Col- 
ony was  divided  into  three  counties  Bri-tol  wa?<  made  the  county  scat,  and  the 
county  was  nan)cd  I)fi>tol  county  in  liouor  of  the  town.  IJri-tol  contitmcd  to  bo 
the  couuty  town  till  l7-lo,  wh/n  it  wa>  <cl  off  with  Warren  and  Hariin-Ion  to 
Kliodo-Island,  and  tho^o  town:^  were  made  a  county  in  that  State,  named  Bristol 
county.  The  name  Bristol  was  continued  to  what  remained  in  .^Jassachuimt.s 
also,  and  of  this  portion  Taunton  tbt^nccf)rward  became  th?)  county  seat.  In 
1G92  thotlirec  counties  com[i;i>in;i  IMymoulh  Colony  were  united  with  .Ma.s-achu- 
jetis,  and  the  Plymouilj  Colony  jiovernmoni  thou  terminated.  In  1  10,  iho  pop- 
ulation of  that  part  of  .Massachusetts  originalU  comprl-od  in  riyinoulh  Colo  y 
was  153,121. 

IK 
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eight  shillings,  and  was  the  tcmtory.  on  which  that  part  of  this  vil- 
lage North  of  Bedford  street  and  iNorih  of  the  stream,  now  stands. 
Tliis  John  Borden  is  hclieved  to  be  tlic  ancestor  of  all  wlio  sustain 
his  name  in  this  vicinity. 

Tiverton,  (excepting  a  small  part  at  the  South  end  of  the  town 
called  Puncatest,)  was  purchased  by  a  company  of  eight  individ- 
uals : — namely,  Edward  Gray  of  Plymouth  ;  Nathaniel  Thomas 
of  Marshfield  ;  Benjamin  Church  of  Puncatest ;  Christopher  Al- 
my,  Job  Almy  and  Thomas  V.'alte  of  Portsmouth,  11.  I.  ;  Daniel 
Wilcox  and  AVilliam  ^lanchester  of  Puncatest.  The  sum  paid 
for  it  was  eleven  hundred  pounds,  or  about  S666  dollars.  The 
purchase  was  called  the  Pocas-et  purchase.  It  was  bounded 
northerly  by  the  Freemen's  purchase ;  westward  by  the  Bay  ; 
southward  partly  by  the  Searonnct  bounds  and  partly  by  Dart- 
mouth, which  then  included  AN'cstport,  and  extended  East  from  the 
Bay,  from  four  to  six  miles.  It  was  deeded  to  the  Pocasset  pur- 
chasers by  Josiali  Winslow,  Governor  :  IMajor  AVilliam  Bradford, 
Treasurer,  Thonias  Hinckley  and  James  Cudworth,  Assistants. 
March  5,  1680  ;  and  acknowledged  ^larch  G,  1G30.  Recorded 
Dec.  19,  1723— Bristol  County — Samuel  liowland  Register. 
[See  a  copy  of  the  deed  Note  D.  Appendix.] 

This  territory  was  purchased  by  the  above  grantors,  of  the  Indian 
Sachems.  The  North  end  of  the  town  w  as  settled  by  Colonel 
Church,  and  the  ancestors  of  the  numerous  families  now  in  this  re- 
gion, by  the  name  of  Borden  and  Durfec.  The  town  was  at  first 
called  Pocasset ;  and  w  hen  it  was  incorporated  in  1G91,  it  was 
called  Tiverton.  The  origin  of  this  name  in  its  application  to  this 
town,  is  not  known.  It  is  supposed  that  some  of  the  early  settlers 
came  from  a  borough  in  Devonshire,  England,  called  Tiverton, ^or 
Twyford-Town,  lying  between  the  ri\  crs  ]-2xe  and  Loman  ;  and 
that  they  caUed  Pocasset  after  their  native  town,  Tiverton. 

For  several  years  after  Freetown  and  TivcMton  were  incor[)orat- 
ed,  there  was  a  dispute  respecting  the  boundary  line  between  the 
two  towns,  which  was  amical)ly  adjusted  in  1100  by  a  committee 
consisting  of  Jo-iah  Winslow,  Robert  Durfee  and  Henry  Biight- 
man  of  Freetown  ;  and  Richard  Borden,  Christopher  Almy  and 
Samuel  Little  of  Tiverton.    From  their  report,  it  appears  that  the 
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division  line  then  settled,  ran  by  a  cleft-rock,  over  \\iiicb  the  store 
of  Read  6c  Bowen  now  stands,  south-westerly  to  the  Fall  River, 
thence  the  River  to  be  the  bound  to  it^  month  ;  and  from  the 
aforesaid  cleft-rock,  easterly  about  w  here  Bedford  street  now  ruhs. 
This  continued  to  be  the  division  line  so  long  as  Tiverton' belonged 
to  Massachusetts.    [Sec  ^'ote  E.  Appendix.] 

The  Pocasset  purchase,  (after  reserving  30  rods  wide  adjacent 
to  the  Freemen's  purchase  and  Fall  River,  and  some  other  small 
tracts,  including  a  tract  near  lIo\\  land's  Bridge  for  house  lots,)  was 
divided  into  thirty  shares,  and  distributed  among  the  proprietoi-s  ; 
the  lot  nearest  Fall  River  being  numbered  one. 

The  piece  of  land  thirty  rods  wide,  adjacent  to  Fall  River,  in- 
cluding [the  water  })owcr  on  the  South  side  of  the  river  to  Main 
street,  and  on  both  sides  East  of  said  street,  extended  to  the  Wa- 
tuppa  Pond,  and  contained  sixty-six  acres.  This  piece  also  was 
divided  into  30  shares  and  sold  by  the  original  proprietors.  Col. 
Church  and  his  brother  Caleb  of  Watertown,  who  \^-as  a  mill- 
wright, bought  twenty-six  and  a  half  of  the  thirty  shares  of  this  six- 
ty-six acres,  and  thereby  became  the  chief  owners  of  the  water 
power.  On  the  eighth  of  August,  1G91,  Caleb  Church  sold  his 
right  in  this  property  (13  l-"2  shares)  to  his  brother  Benjamin,  who 
dius  became  the  owner  of  twenty-six  and  a  half  shares.  Probably 
John  Borden  of  Rhode-Island  purchased  the  other  three  and  a  half 
shares.  In  1703  Col.  Church  had  moved  to  Fall  River  and  im- 
proved ilje  water  power  by  erecting  a  saw-mill,  grist-mill  and  ful- 
ling-mill. His  dwelling  house*  stood  between  the  present  dwel- 
ling hou-e  of  Col.  Richard  ]3orden  and  that  of  his  brother  Jeflcr- 
son,  and  remained  till  within  forty  years.  He  continued  at  Fall 
River  but  a  few  years;  and  Sept.  IS,  1714,  then  living  at  Litile- 
Comi)ton,  sold  the  above  named  twenty-six  and  a  half  shares  (his 
son  Constant  signing  the  deed  with  him)  to  Richard  Borden  of 
Tiverton  and  .Jos^'ph  Borden  of  Freetown,  i^ons  of  John  ;  and  thus 
the  lands  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  \\  Ith  all  th(^  water  power,  came 
into  the  possession  of"  the  Borden  family  as  rarlv  as  1714  ;  for,  as 

♦  There  is  a  tradition  that  Col  Cliurch  first  lived  ii»  n  wigwatn  nearly  opposita 
the  dwelling  liouse  of  Capt.  Joseph  S.  Uariiurd  a  lilllo  NV'est  of  which,  is  a  spring, 
formerly  called  Church's  J^uring. 
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1  !i'ave  before  snid,  John  Borden  had  previously  purchased  the  wa- 
ter power  on  the  North  side  of  the  livcr,  We?;t  of  .Alain  street.* 

•  As  early  as  1740,  a  dispute  had  arisen  between  the  Colonies  of 
iMassachusetls  and  Rhode-Jsland,  respectin<^  the  Eastern  boundary 
of  Rhode-Island.  This  dispute  was  made  known  to  the  King  of 
England,  wlio  appointed  commissioners  to  visit  the  spot  and  detcr- 

•  mine  where  the  boundary  line  should  run.  These  commissioners 
'  '  .  met,  and  after  due  examination,  decidedf  that  the  line  should  be 
'  run  so  as  to  include  the  present  towns  of  Tiverton,  Little-Comp- 

lon,  Bristol,  AVarren,  Barrington  and  Cumberland  in  Rhode-Island, 
j  These  towns  had  till  then  been  in  IMassachusetts.    Erom  this  do- 

!  cision  IMassachusetts  appealed  to  the  King  in  council  ;   who  con- 

firmed  tl.'C  decision  of  the  commissioners  :  and  in  i\Tay,  174G,  the 
King  (George  tlie  II.)  in  council,  ordered  that  Rhode-Island  and 
Massachusetts  should  appoint  commissioners  to  run  the  lines,  set- 
ting off  the  above  towns  to  Rhode-Island.  Massachusetts  was  so 
dissatisfied  with  the  decision,  that  she  sent  no  commissioners  on  her 
part;  but  commissioners  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
Rhode-Island,  met  and  run  the  lines  of  these  towns.  In  running 
I '  the  North  line  of  Tiverton  they  commenced  "  at  the  mouth  of  Eall 

j  River,  and  from  thence  measured  440  rods  southerly  on  the  shore, 

j  as  the  said  shore  extendeth  itself  from  tlic  mouth  of  said  Eall  River, 

I  and  from  the  point  where  the  said  440  rods  reached,  being  East 

;  35  degrees  South  of  the  Southernmost  point  of  Shawomet  Neck, 

•  ■      ihey  ran  a  line  three  miles  East  to  the  \Vatuppa  Pond,  and  across 

said  pond."J  This  line  became  from  that  time  the  dividing  line 
between  Tiverton  and  Errctown,  and  in  consequence  of  it  the 
heart  of  this  village,  including  all  the  water  power,  which  was  pre- 
viously in  Tiverton,  has  since  1747  been  in  Ereetown  or  Eall 

*  Caleb  Cliurch  sold  liis  13.\  sliarrs  to  liis  brotiicr  for  .€100.  At  this  rate  the 
whole  GG  acres  was  valued  in  luill  al  about  >«T4().  The  piece  on  tlie  North 
side  of  the  stream  cost  John  lioidcn  about  .<'.>!, .'M — lotaU«771 ,31.  'J'his  in- 
cluded the  whole  of  the  water  power  and  mo^t  of  the  land  where  the  villn^c  now 
stands,  together  with  a  stri[»  East  to  the  Watiippa  Tond.  out  of  3(V  s.}j;irc9 

of  the  above  GG  acres,  were  i^old  by  Col.  Churciiandson  in  1714  for  £lo6o,  or 
about  ^3333. 

t  1  have  not  bi^cn  able  to  a^eerlaiti  on  what  ground  the  commissioners  n\ndo 
ihi'^  derision,  nor  why  the  King  ronfirmed  it.    .Ail  the  facts  in  the  case  winch 
have  come  to  iny  knowb:(l:;-j,  go  to  siiow  that  the  (l.-ri>ion  woa  unfounded,  and 
^  lhat  Ma5s;ichu<:ciis  ii.id  good  reasons  to  bo  dic^atisfied  with  ii. 

t  Vido  the  Tublic  Laws  of  M.  I  — Kdi.  179.'<,  p.  113. 
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River,  and  consequently  under  llic  jurisdiction  of  MassachuseUs. 
Tiverton  being  thus  annexed  to  Kliode-lsland,  was  incorporated 
anew  by  tlic  Jjegislaturc  of  that  State  in  January  1746  old,  or  17-17 
new  stylcj  and  set  off  to  Newport  county  ;  and  the  first  town  rnect- 
\n<^  in  Tiverton,  after  it  was  thus  set  off.  was  held  at  I'^aac  How- 
land's,  near  the  bridge,  Feb.  10,  1717,  new  style.  [Sec  Note 
F.  Appendix.] 

Previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
and  during  that  conflict,  the  people  of  the  towns  of  Freetown  and 
Tiverton,  in  c^immon  with  the  rest  of  PSew-England,  took  an  ac- 
tive and  pati'iotic  part;  tliougli  there  were  individuals  here  who  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  mother  country. 

Thoni;'.-  Gilbert,  Esq.  who  resided  at  Assonct,  pre\  ious  to  the 
Revolution,  embarked  in  the  cause  of  Britain  ;  and  during  that 
conflict,  held  the  King's  conimission  of  Lieutenant  Colonel.  He 
was  a  leading  man  in  the  town  of  Freetown,  and  was  repeatedly 
chosen  her  representative  to  the  General  Court.  He  was  an  artful 
and  insinuating  man,  and  managed  to  keep  a  considerable  number 
of  families  under  his  influence,  in  opposing  tiic  struggle  for  Inde- 
pendence. At  length,  however,  the  success  of  the  patriot  cau'^e 
compelled  him  to  flee  to  ?(ova  Scotia  for  safety.  He  owned  an 
estate  at  Assonet,  which  was  confiscated.  The  loss  of  his  proper- 
ty here,  however,  was  more  than  made  up  to  him  in  Nova  Scotia, 
^vhere  he  permanently  resided  after  the  Revolution. 

Rut  notwithstanding  the  isitrlguc  and  opposition  of  Col.  Gilbert, 
there  were  some  true  and  devoted  friends  of  the  American  cause 
in  this  town.  In  the  year  1776,  a  town  meeting  was  called  to  sec 
if  the  town  would  instruct  their  representative  in  regard  to  these 
Colonies  being  declared  independent.  This  meeting  was  held  Ju- 
ly 15,  of  that  year  ;  and  after  reciting  the  grievances  under  which 
ihe  community  labored,  thus  resolved  : — "  We,  the  inhabitants  of 
Freetown,  in  public  town  meeting  assembled,  for  giving  instruction? 
to  our  representative,  do  in  public  town  meeting  vole,  and  declare, 
and  direct  our  representative  to  declare  in  the  General  Court,  that 
wc  arc  ready  with  our  lives  aiid  fortunes  to  support  the  General 
Congress  in  declaring  t!ie  United  American  Colonics  free  and  iu- 
deprndent  of  Great  Britain.''*-    Thomas  Durfcc,  Esq.  wn^  their 


•  Soe  FrcotO'An  Kccord-;,  Dook  2,  p  !2G. 
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representative  l!iat  year,  and  faithfully  obeyed  the  above  Instruc- 
tions. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  wai',  which  followed  the  declara- 
tion of  Independence,  Freetown,  (especially  that  part  now  compris- 
ed in  Fall  River.)  and  Ti'.crton,  were  constantly  hanassed  and 
distressed  by  the  enemy;  several  of  whose  ships  were  frequently 
lying  in  the  \\  atcrs  of  tlie  IVarragansett  Bay.  On  the  *25th  ^lay, 
1778,  early  Sabbath  morninLS  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  British 
troops  under  the  command  of  i\Jajor  Ayers,  landed  at  Fall  River 
and  commenced  an  attack  upon  the  few  people  then  residing  here. 
The  men  rallied  under  the  command  of  Col.  (then  Major)  Joseph 
Durfee,  and  after  a  brave  and  spirited  rosisiance,  which  took  place 
near  where  ^lain  street  cjosscs  the  stream,  repulsed  the  invaders, 
and  compelled  them  to  retreat.  They  left  one  man  dead,  who 
was  killed  directly  o})posite  where  the  Pucasset  House  now  stands, 
and  about  four  rods  from  the  front  door  ;  and  another  mortally 
wounded,  and  lying  five  or  six  rods  further  west,  who  soon  died. 

When  the  enemy  first  landed,  they  set  fiie  to  the  house  of 
Thomas  Borden,  then  nearly  nevv,  and  standing  at  the  head  of  tlic 
present  Iron  Works  Co.'s  Wharf,  and  also  to  his  grist-mill  and  saw- 
mill standing  near  the  mouth  of  L'all  l\iver,  which  were  consum- 
ed. AVhcn  they  were  retreating  they  set  fire  to  several  other 
buildings,  \\hich  were  saved  by  the  vigilance  ol  the  little  Spartan 
band  who  had  given  them  so  v.  arm  a  rece])tion,  and  who  closely 
pui-sued  them  in  their  retreat,  killing  one  oi' the  retreating  partv  al- 
ter they  had  entered  their  boats.  The  two  British  soldiers  killed  In 
the  engagement,  were  buried  at  ]-2  o'clock,  the  same  day,  in  the 
same  grave,  near  w  here  the  South  end  of  the  ]Massasoit  Factory 
now  stands.  The  head  of  the  one  was  kild  by  the  side  of  the  feet 
of  the  other. 

ISIuch  praise  was  due  to  the  defenders  of  Fall  River  for  their 
firmness  and  bra\'ery,  in  resisting  and  re])elling  five  times  their  num- 
ber. But  few,  if  any  battles  wcie  fought,  during  the  Jxevoluiion, 
in  which  so  large  a  force  was  rfjndsed  by  so  small  a  number. 
Through  the  interposing  mercy  of  Divine  Providence,  not  an  indi- 
vidual of  our  defenders  was  either  killed  or  wounded.  The  ofiicer 
who  commanded  in  defence  of  the  place,  still  survives,  and  fcr  ten 
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years  pnst,  lia?  received  a  pension  of  five  hundred  and  forly-iwo 
dollars  a  year.  Me  is  supposed  to  be  the  only  surviving  Colonel 
of  the  Revolutionary  army.  As  the  enemy  were  retreating,  they 
set  fire  to  the  dwelling  house  of  Richard  Borden,  then  an  aged 
rnan,  and  took  him  prisoner.  The  Cvcc  was  extinguished  by  the 
vigilance  of  the  pursuer?,  w  ho  gr-^at!y  annoyed  the  British  in  tlicir 
retreat.  As  they  were  passina  Bristol  Ferry,  the  Americans  fired 
upon  them  from  the  shore^  and  tlicir  aired  prisoner,  to  avoid  danger, 
threw  himself  fiat  upon  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  Those  who  had 
him  in  charge,' insisted  that  he  sliould  stand  up  and  be  equally  ex- 
posed widi  themselves.  This  he  resolutely  refused  ;  and  two  men 
seizing  him,  attempted  to  raise  him  up,  and  while  thus  engaged,  a 
shot  fiom  the  AnK'ricans  on  shore,  put  an  end  to  both  their  lives. 
IMr  Borden  w  as  soon  after  rebated  on  parole. 

Great  credit  was  given  also  to  another  individual,*  who  held  a 
Captain's  commission,  and  who  still  survives  and  is  able  to  meet 
with  us  this  day  : — and  to  many  others  residing  in  these  tw  o  towns, 
for  their  unfiinchiug  Ibrliludc  and  untiring  perseverance  in  the  de- 
fence of  this  region  ;  as  well  as  for  the  other  services  they  rendered 
the  country,  while  working  out  her  national  independence. 

Among  the  patriots  of  that  period,  the  name  of  a  native  of  the 
Pocasset  tribe,  must  be  enrolled.  AVhIlc  the  British  army  had  pos- 
session of  the  Island  of  Rhode-Island,  in  1777,  General  Prescott, 
the  chief  in  command  of  that  army,  quartered  at  a  private  house 
some  distance  from  the  main  body  of  his  troops,  and  was  attended 
only  by  his  aid-de-camp  and  a  small  guard.  Col.  J^arton,  an  A- 
merican  ofiicer,  a  native  of  Warren,  having  learned  the  condition  of 
Prescott,  resolved  to  make  a  desperate  effort  to  surprize  and  cap- 
ture him.  Accordingly,  he  embarked  on  the  uight  of  the  lOih  of 
July,  with  about  forty  spirited  volunteers,  on  board  four  whale 
boats,  at  Warwick  neck,  and  crossing  the  Narraganselt,  landed  on 
ihe  West  side  of  the  Island.  Securing  their  boats,  they  silently 
approached  the  house  where  Prt^colt  was  quartered,  seized  and 
silenced  the  sentinel  at  the  door,  and  entering  the  house,  took  the 
General  from  his  bed,  and  returned  with  him,  in  safety  to  the 
American  forces.    Among  those  volunteers  was  a  young,  bold, 


♦  Deacon  Richard  Dutfoc. 
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nimble-footed  Indian.  That  Indian  was  one  of  the  first  to  seize  the 
sentinel  at  tlie  door,  and  was  one  of  two  that  led  Prescott  by  the 
arm,  a  captive,  frocn  the  Overing-house.  at  which  he  was  taken. 

After  leaving  the  house,  it  is  said,  the  Indian,  recollecting  that 
Prescott's  sword  was  left  behind,  returned  to  the  chamber,  found 
the  sword,  and  overlook  the  company  before  they  reached  tlieir 
boats.  That  Indian  was  Daniel  Pai^^e,  the  last  male  of  tlie  Pocas- 
set  tribe,  the  former  owners  and  lords  of  the  soil  where  we  now 
have  our  homes.  Page  was  well  known  and  much  respected  by 
some  of  my  hearers.  Previous  to  his  death,  a  member  of  this 
church  and  others,  made  an  clTort  to  secure  a  'pension  for  him,  which 
be  most  richly  deserved  ;  but  they  failed  for  want  of  living  wit- 
nesses to  furnish  the  necessary  proof.  Page  was  a  native  of  this 
town.  He  lived  and  died  here.  His  death  occurred  in  lS-29, 
aged  fourscore  years  ;  and  in  his  decease  there  is  an  end  of  his 
tribe.    Only  three  or  four  aged  females  survived  him. 

The  town  of  Fall  River  was  set  off  from  Freetown  and  in- 
corporated, Februaiy,  1S03,  by  the  name  of  Fall  River.  The 
first  town-meeting  was  called  by  CIiarlc.>  Durfee,  Esq.  and  held 
April  4,  of  that  year,  at  the  house  of  widow  Louisa  Borden.  In 
1804  the  name  of  the  town  was  changed  to  Troy,  which  name  it 
retained  for  thirty  years  ;  when  in  1  ^31,  it  was  changed  again  to 
Fall  River.  The  first  town  house  was  at  Steep-brook.  In  1825 
the  town  voted  to  erect  a  town  house  on  the  town  land,  near  the 
dwelling  hou>c  of  Joseph  E.  Read,  Esq.  This  vote  was  carried 
into  effect  that  same  year.  In  1^36  the  town  voted  to  remove  the 
town  bouse  to  the  village,  which  was  done  ;  and  it  now  stands  on 
West  Central  street. 

Fall  Rivi:r  is  bounded  IVorili  and  East  by  Freetown  ;  South 
by  Dartmouth,  Wcstport  and  Tiverton  ;  and  West  by  Mount 
Hope  Bay  and  Taunton  River ;  said  River  separates  it  from  Som- 
erset. Fall  River  comprises  an  area  of  about  twenty-seven  and 
four  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousanthhs  of  square  miles  ;  and  of 
about  seventeen  thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-one  acres,  in- 
cluding both  land  and  water.*'    The  western  half  of  the  town  is 

*  According  to  n  survey  of  tin;  boundaries  of  the  town  of  Tall  H  ivrr  in  153  1 , 
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ratlier  liilly,  and  the  land  Is  good  for  fanning  purposes.  The  east- 
ern bell,  is  of  a  poori'r  qLiiility  a'ld  is  cblefiy  woodland. 

In  t'lc  year  IS'23  the  town  nurchascd  4  3-1  acres  of  land  nearly 
opposite  the  dwelling  house  of  Joseph  E.  Read,  Esq.,  and  in  lS-39 
tlicy  made  an  additional  purchase  of  3  1-4  acres,  fur  a  lown  bury- 
inf'  ground,  whicli  is  laid  oiT  into  lots  of  suitable  size  for  families, 
and  these  lots  arc  sold  at  a  niodorale  |;ricc,  to  all  w  ho  cbo3;:e  to 
purchase.  This  is  now  the  principal  burial  ground  for  the  village 
and  vicinity  ;  though  there  are  within  tlie  town  at  least  twenty- 
one  other  burial  places.  The  purchase  made  by  the  town  was 
ready  for  use  in  the  spring  of  Samuel  Dexter  V\' heeler 

Crary,  youngest  son  of  Stephen  K.  Crar)',  born  Sept.  3,  1813, 
fell,  as  he  was  returning  from  the  Sabl)ath  School,  from  a  plank, 
that  lay  acros.j  the  1^'all  River  stream,  and  was  canicd  down  the 
rocky  falh,  near  where  tiie  Satinet  Factory  now  is,  which  caused 
his  instartanecus  death.  This  occurred  Sabbath,  iMay  3,  1824. 
He  was  the  first  person  buried  in  the  town  buryincr  ground  ;  wbere 
a  great  congregation  have  since  been  laid  by  his  side. 

The  following  table  records  the  number  of  burials  in  the  town 
burial  ground,  by  one  man,  for  each  month,  during  the  last  hve  years : 


1S3G. 

1837. 

183S. 

1839. 

1S40. 

Total 

January 

0 

6 

3 

11 

5 

25 

February 

4 

4 

4 

5 

2 

19 

March 

G 

C 

G 

6 

4 

28 

April 

8 

10 

13 

4 

7 

42 

IVJay 

5 

4 

6 

4 

13 

32 

June 

7 

G 

4 

1 

11 

29 

July 

4 

8 

IG 

7 

4 

42 

19 

10 

10 

11 

IG 

66 

b'cptcinber 

IG 

G 

10 

7 

15 

64 

October 

18 

5 

15 

11 

13 

62 

i\'o\  ciiibcr 

8 

6 

3 

5 

13 

35 

iJcceinbcr 

5 

4 

4 

3 

8 

24 

100 

75 

94 

75 

114 

Total  455 

in  five  years,  of  deaths  of  persons,  whose  graves  were  dug  in  the 


ibe  courses  and  distances  beginning  on  Tiverton  line  at  the  Bay,  were  as  follows  : 
^oulli  82 'j  de;;rees  i'ast    11-10  rodj  bv  Tiverton  line. 
South  10}      •»       West    132    "  " 
^:oulh  G8';      *'       Kast     G4u    "    "  We^tport  " 
North  G5       "       I'ast    1024  Dariinouth  lino. 

Norii)  12       '*       East     750    •*  Freetown 
Norih  i;9       "       West  ITGO    "    ««        '*  «« 
Thed->tanro  on  Taunton  River  and  Kay  in  a  strai-hi  line,  is  1724  rods.  Wbea 
this  survey  was  taken,  the  ntcdlo  varied  uorihwesterly  about  seven  decreed. 
IV 
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town  burying  ground,  by  Mr.  Jonathan  Brightman.  Of  the  fore- 
going, in  16GG,  37  were  grown  persons,  and  63  were  children  ; 
in  1837,  29  grown  persons,  46  children  ;  in  1S3?,  26  grown  per- 
sons, 63  children  ;  in  lc39,  28  grown  persons,  47  children  ;  and 
in  1810,  35  grown*  j^ersons,  and  79  children.  Total  grown  per- 
sons, 155.    Total  children  30^). 

In  sixteen  vcars  iMr.  Bricrhttnan  has  du;:  about  nine  hundred 
graves,  and  aided  in  burying  diat  number  of  persons  in  the  town 
burying  ground  :  and  there  have  been  interred  in  that  ground  about 
one  hundred  persons,  whose  graves  were  not  prepared  by  him  ; 
making  about  one  thousand  bodies  laid  already  in  that  consecrated 
spot.  Verily  on  the  morning  of  the  resurrection  it  will  be  a  spot 
in  this  town  of  no  ordinary  interest.  Then  the  truni])  of  God 
shall  sound,  and  wake  the  dead  ;  and  all  w  ho  lie  in  that  field  of 
graves  shall  come  forth,  they  that  have  done  good,  unto  the  res- 
urrection of  life  ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  unto  the  resurrec- 
tion of  damnation." 

During  these  sixteen  years,  about  one-fourth  of  the  burials  of 
this  })opulation,  have  been  in  the  other  t\\-enty-one  bur\  ing  grounds 
in  the  vicinity ;  which  added  to  those  entombed  in  the  town 
ground,  makes  over  1300  in  sixteen  years.  If  we  take  the  last 
five  years  as  a  basis  of  calculation,  eight  hundred  and  sixty,  of 
tlic  whole  number  of  deaths,  were  children  under  ten  years  ;  four 
hundred  and  forty  were  over  ten  years.  Thirteen  hundred  deaths 
in  sixteen  years  is  an  average  of  eighty-one  a  year.  But  the  ])op- 
ulation  has  trebled  in  this  period  ;  and  during  the  last  five  years 
the  deaths  have  averaged  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  a  year. 

In  view  of  the  facts  now^  presented,  you  will  ask,  is  this  a 
SICKLY  and  pying  place  ?  I  answer,  it  is  a  dying  place  :  and  soon, 
very  soon,  you  and  I  will  have  yielded  up  the  ghost,  and  gone  to 
stand  before  the  bar  of  God.  x\re  we  prepared,  through  faith 
in  the  atoning  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  to  go  this  night,  and  give  up 
our  last  account  ? 

But  if  you  ask,  is  this  a  more  sickly,  a  more  dying  place  than  other 
towns  and  villages  in  IVcw-Engjland  ?    I  answer,  no — by  no  mkans. 


•Those  above  ten  ycari  of  ago  arc  reckoned  as  grown;  those  below  ten  years 
OS  childrcQ. 
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A  comparison  of  the  bills  of  mortality  here  and  elsewhere,  shows  that 
Fall  River  is  not  surpassed  by  any  town  in  New-En  fjland  for  the 
salubrity  of  its  atmosphere,  and  the  healthiness  of  its  location 

I  will  speak  now  of  the  more  kecent  history,  and  of  the  pres- 
ent CONDITION  of  Fall  River;  particularly  of  this  village.  This 
village,  stands  at  the  hcadof  ]Mount  Hope  Bay,  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  of  Fall  River ;  and  is  in  the  South-west  comer  of  the  town  of 
Fall  River,  Mass.  and  in  the  North-west  corner  of  llio  town  of  Tiv- 
erton, R.  I.;  about  T-Sths  of  the  po[)ukition,  and  the  whole  of  the  wa- 
ter-power, being  in  iNlass.  The  River  of  Fall  River  is  less  than  one 
rod  in  width,  and  about  two  miles  in  length.  Tl^ie  Indian  name  of 
this  river  was  Quequeciian,*  which  signifies  f.iHing  water,  or  quick 
runnuig  water ;  hence  it  is  appropriately  called  Fall  River.  This 
nrei- issues  from  a  natural  pond  called  the  Watuppa  Pond.  Watup 
means  a  boat,  or  die  place  of  a  boat.  Watuppa  is  the  plural  form 
of  the  word,  and  signifies  boats,  or  the  place  of  boats.  Fall  River 
empties  into  raount  Hope  Bay,  nearly  opposite  the  mount  ;  and 
adjacent  to  its  mouth,  is  the  harbor  of  Fall  River,  This  harbor  is 
easy  of  access,  safe,  and  deep  enough  for  ships  drawing  eighteen  or 
twenty  feet  of  water,  to  come  to  the  wharf.  The  Watuppa  Pond 
is  ten  miles  long  and  about  one  broad.  Nearly  equidistant  from 
each  end  of  this  pond,  there  is  a  narrow^  strait,  only  a  few  rods  wide  ; 
across  which  lies  the  road  to  New-Bedford.  Within  the  memory 
of  some  now  living,  this  strait  (called  llie  Narrows,)  was  passed 
on  a  loot  bridge  of  stepping  stones.  This  strait  divides  the  pond 
into  North  Watuppa  and  South  Watuppa.  Nordi  Watuppa  is 
supphed  by  several  small  streams,  and  by  living  springs.  South 
Watuppa  is  su])plicd  in  like  manner,  and  also  by  three  other  smal- 
ler ponds,  of  from  one  to  two  miles  in  length  :  one  of  which  called 
Davol  !>ond  is  in  We.^lport,  and  empties  into  a  second  in  Tiverton, 
called  Sawdy  Pond,  and  this  em})tics  into  South  Watuppa.  The 
other,  which  is  in  Tiverton  also,  and  is  called  Staflbrd  Pond,  emp- 
ties by  Sucker  Brook  into  South  Watuppa.  These  three  ponds 
are  adjacent  to  each  other,  and  to  the  "Watuppa.  South  Watup- 
pa and  a  part  of  North  Watuppa  are  in  Tiverton  ;  the  remainder 
of  North  Watuppa  is  in  tiio  town  of  Fall  River. 

*  One  of  our  Cotton  Factory  companies  u  called  tlio  Quequeclian  Company 
aficr  the  Indian  nraiio  of  Tali  Kiver. 
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The  ri\ei-  of  Fall  River,  we  have  said,  is  about  luo  ir.ilcs  long  ; 
four-fifihs  of  this  diiiance  it  is  on  a  level  with  the  South  ^VatupJ)a, 
from  whicli  It  issues  ;  and  bince  ilic  raising  of  the  water  in  the 
Walu[)pa,  vslthin  a  few  years,  by  means  of  the  upper  dam;  the 
whole  of  this  distance,  the  river  is  nuich  w  ider  than  the  naiunil 
stream  :  il  is  now  fiuni  ten  to  eighty  ruils  in  w  idth.  A\'hcn  v.  iiiiln 
one  hundred  and  fjfiy  rods  of  tide  walc  ;-,  the  river  comnienccs  its 
fall,  and  descend:^  upon  an  inclined  plane,  l'J'2  feet.  On  thij  i»i- 
clincd  plane,  stand  the  factories  and  other  buildings  containing  llic 
machinery  propelled  by  die  water  power  ;  wliich  is  durable,  abun- 
dant, and  easily  applied.  Tliis  location,  being  adjacent  loan  ex- 
cellent harbor,  fiiniishes  the  most  remarI:ablo  and  most  valuable 
combination  of  facilities,  for  mannfactuiing  and  mercantile  purposes 
in  New-England.  It  has  already  been  remarked,  that  tiie  water 
was  improved  for  grist  and  saw  njill  purposes,  as  early  as  the  year 
1700.  I'or  nioie  lli;:n  a  ecnlury  it  continued  to  be  thus  in^provcd  ; 
and  in  the  progress  of  things  during  that  period,  a  few  fan:ilies  w  ere 
collected  here,  and  found  their  home  where  we  now  reside.  In 
the  year  ISO-O,  wlien  the  tow  n  of  Fall  iii\  cr  w  as  incori>oi-aied, 
there  were  however,  only  eighteen  dwelling-houses  and  about  .  c 
hundred  inhabitants,  where  the  village  now  is.  In  Psorih  ^lain 
street  there  were  six.  houses,  occupied  by  Charles  Dmlee,  Daniel 
Buflington,  Jolin  Lutlicr,  Abnej"  Davol,  Julm  CocjIv  and  .Mury  Hm- 
den.  In  Ea^t  Central  street  there  were  four.  occuj)Ied  by  Nathan 
Bowen,  Perry  Borden,  Scth  Ijordcn  and  Ellhu  Cook.  In  V>'est 
Central  street  there  were  two,  oeeupied  by  IS'alium  liorden  and 
Daniel  Borden.  In  South  Main  slirel,.  there  were  five,  occupied 
by  Simeon  Boiden,  Kichard  Borden,  Tlioma-:  liorden.  Benjamin 
Bray  ton,  and  Frances  Brayton.  Near  ine  shore  there  was  one, 
occupied  by  Thomas  Borden.  Of  dicse  eighteen  f.unilies,  nine 
were  Borden's. 

The  first  cotton  factory  was  buiU  in  Iri:].  Tn*-  Troy  Compa- 
ny, and  die  I'all  River  Com]):iny  were  formed  that  year.  In 
Uiercwere  tliirty  dwelling  houses  here,  and  about  two  hun- 
dred inhabitants.  From  that  time,  diere  w  as  a  gratlual  increase  of 
the  village.  Still,  the  growth,  for  several  years,  was  not  great.  In 
16-20  ten  respectable  citizens,  ?ix  of  w  bom  '^till  re.-id    b-Te.  had 
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occasion  lo  prepare  a  statcrneiil  of  facts  touching  ihc  condiiion  ol' 
this  ])lacc,  to  be  used  abrond  ;  in  which  they  announce  tliat  "  the 
village  contains  fifty  dwelling  houses — two  larire  cotton  factories — 
several  stores — one  large  school  house — several  grain  and  saw- 
mills— several  shops  for  various  kinds  of  mechanics — and  about 
five  hundred  inliabitants/'  It  appears  also  from  the  ccn'^us  of  this 
town,  taken  by  order  of  governincnt,  that  the  increase  from  ISIO 
to  13:30,  was  only  293  souls.  From  the  year  13'20  may  be  dated 
the  more  iiapid  and  steady  growth  of  the  village.  In  ten  yenrs 
from  that  ])eriod,  25G3  were  added  to  the  population  :  and  during 
the  last  ten  years,  the  increase  of  population  has  been  2579,  being 
fourteen  more  than  the  increase  of  the  previous  ten  years.  The 
population  of  the  tow  n  of  Fall  Ui\  er  in  l3-i0  was  G733.  of  which 
about  G200  arc  in  the  village  and  its  immediate  vicinity.  In  1630 
the  population  of  the  town  was  4159;  in  13-20,  1594  ;  in  1310, 
1295. 

In  the  last  twenty  years  the  population  of  Tiverton  has  increas- 
ed from  seven  to  eight  hundred  ;  nearly  the  w  hole  of  which  in- 
crease, has  been  in  the  village  and  vicinity.  The  populoticn  of 
Tiverton  in  1310  was,  while  males  1531,  w  hite  females  1542; 
colored  males  20,  colored  females  40 — total  3)83.  The  present 
population  of  the  village  in  buui  States,  reckoning  all  who  reside 
wiihin  abo'.iL  one  mile  of  the  Post  Ofljce,  which  niay  be  consider- 
ed the  central  point,  is  about  7000.  AN'iiliin  thc.-e  li/:iiis  there  are 
537  dwelling;  houses-  and  1173  families.  The  population  of  tiie 
town  of  Fall  River,  is,  white  n;ales  3233  ;  white  femalci  3424  ; 
colored  males  11  ;  colored  females  15;  total  C733.  Over  ninety 
years  old,  none.  Over  eighty,  sixteen.  Over  seventy,  seventy- 
ei^ht.  Over  sixtv,  two  hundred  and  six.  The  fact  that  onlv  tw  o 
hurf^'-ed  and  alx.ofour  population  ha\  e  readied  sixty  years,  shows 
ours  tu  be  a  young  population.  ?\ine  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
are  under  five  years.  Seventeen  hundred  and  fifiv-seven  are  un- 
der ten  years.  Twenty-fi\e  hundred  and  ninety-one.  are  under 
fifteen  years.  Three  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifiy-two,  (about 
half  of  the  whole,)  arc  under  twenty  yeai^sof  age. 

*In  llils  hfitcmrnt,  I  reckon  a.;  dwrirmq  houses  all  buildings  tliat  l.-vc  families 
ia  iheni,  and  include  iIk;  nournvillo  nnd  'J'ivorton  Trint  W  orks  nri^libo. ..jod-;. 
I'.icluslvo  of  tlvi-^o  iiLighborliood-',  liivrcart'  4So  dwelling  houses  and  l^TS  funilio.*. 
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There  arc  in  the  town  five  blind  persons  ;  six  insane  pcr-ons  ; 
eight  idiolSj  and  cnc  hundred  and  twenty  persons  ovci-  l\\  enty 
years  of  age,  who  can  neither  read  nor  write  ;  eight  of  whom  are  at 
the  alms-house,  and  a  large  proportion  of  theothei-s  are  Irish  Cadi- 
olic  immigrants.  There  are  twelve  pensioners,  the  oldest  of  whom 
is  eighty-five  years  old,  and  the  youngest  seventy-six.  The  num- 
ber of  stores  and  shops  in  the  village  of  all  kinds,  including  grocers, 
victualcrs,  butchers,  dry  good's  merchants,  tailors,  milliners  and 
dress-makers,  druggists,  jewelers,  harness  and  carriage  makers, 
house  and  shop-joiners,  lumber  dealei-s,  paintei.-s  and  glaziers,  auc- 
tioneers, shoe  and  boot  stores,  barbers,  blacksmiths,  brass-founders, 
&:c.i5  119. 

Tiie  number  of  legal  voters  in  the  town  of  Fall  Ri\Tr  in  1810, 
was  1113.  The  number  of  taxable  polls  was  1603.  Tiic  num- 
ber of  persons  taxed,  including  non-residents,  was  1760.  Tlic 
valuation  of  real  estate,  was  1 ,67S.G03  :  of  ])ci-sonal  estate, 
^  1,310,865  :  total  2,939,468.  The  commitice  of  ihc  Legisla- 
ture, in  equalizing  the  valuation  for  the  State,  have  put  the  valua- 
tion of  Fall  River  at  '2 ,00-2,1 2 1  ;  and  they  have  put  the  valua- 
tion of  the  whole  State  at  § •299,878,329.  In  the  ^ix  countic-s 
South  of  Boston,  there  are  only  three  towns,  (Hoxbury,  IVew- 
Ik'dford  and  IN  antucket,)  whose  valuation  of  real  and  personal  es- 
tate, is  larger  than  that  of  Fall  River  ;  and  only  eleven  in  the  Com- 
monwealth.* 

There  are  in  this  village  eight  cotton  manufactories  ;  in  which 
are  run  32,084  spindles,  and  1042  looms.  About  1,370,000  lbs. 
of  cotton  aroused,  and  about  6,434,500  yards  of  cotton  cloths  arc 
annually  manufactured  ;  and  893  persons  are  employed.  There 
is  one  Satinet  Factory  which  employs  100  persons,  and  in  w  hich 
arc  eight  sets  of  cards,  and  other  machinery  sufiicient  to  run  that 
number  of  cards.  In  this  establishment  about  "200, 000  1!)-.  of  wool 
aroused,  and  about  175,000  yards  of  cloth  are  made  yearly. 

*  •  Statistics  in  part  of  Fall  River,  as  taUcn  by  tin-  A5<i>tarjl  ."Marshal  in  lS-10: — 
Nt'at  Cnttio  in  llie  town  521.  Horses  21  J.  Shci'p  GSO.  Value  of  Poult r\- 
S1271.  Wool  sheared  in  iJ^IJO,  llOS  Ib^-.  Woodsold  in  do  2811  cords.  Tro- 
ducc  of  dairy  $2r)71.  Produro  of  orchards  s2  tO.  Hay  cut  in  lSr>.n,  583  tons. 
Potatoes  raised  in  do,  14,235  bushels;— Corn  do.  T).'),'  !  bushel^; — Wheat  do.  1  .■■>7 
biisl)els;— Barley  do.  1609  bnshcls;— Oat;^  do.  1520  bushel? ;--Uyc  do.  7  10  do. 
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There  are  three  Calico  Priming  establishments.  Tiie  Fall 
River  Print  Works  Company  employs,  on  an  average,  350  per- 
sons;  prints  about  4000  pieces  or  1*23,000  yds.  weekly;  amount- 
ing to  about  6,656,000  yards  annually.  Tlie  American  Print 
Works  Company  employs  300  hands,  and  prints  about  the  same 
amount  yearly  ;  say  6,656,000  yds.  The  Tiverton  Print  Works 
Company  employs  SO  hands,  and  prints  about  1800  ])icces  weekly, 
amounting  to  about  2,991,200  yards  annually.  Total  of  Calico 
Prints,  about  16,306,200  yards  annually. 

There  are  two  Rolling  and  Slilting  I\lllls.  and  a  Nail  Factory,  in 
which  arc  42  machines  for  cutting  nails,  of  all  sizes  ;  and  a  Foun- 
dery  for  iron  castings  ;  owned  and  run  by  the  Fall  River  Iron 
Works  Company.  This  company  employs  250  l;ands ;  works 
annually  about  2200  tons  of  Swedes  and  Russia  Iron  ;  1400  tons 
of  Scrap  Iron,  and  420  tons  of  Pig  and  Cast  Iron  ;  total  4020 
tons.  They  use  annually  about  3000  clialdrons,  or  lOS.OOO 
bushels  of  diflerent  kinds  of  coal.  In  1840  they  manufactured 
38,441  casks  of  nails  of  100  lbs.  each  ;  or  3,844,100  lbs. ;  950 
tons  of  hoops,  and  round  and  square  iron  ;  250  tons  of  shapes  and 
rods  from  bar  iron  ;  and  400  tons  of  castings. 

There  are  employed,  by  the  firm  of  Hawes,  IMarvel  and  Davol, 
50  workmen  in  building  cotton  and  woollen  machinery;  engaged 
chiefly  at  ))rcseni  in  building  carding  machines,  double  speeders, 
and  Sharp  Sc  Robert's  patent  self-acting  mules.  This  firm  are  able 
to  turn  out  one  mule  and  some  other  machinery  weekly  ;  and  are 
prepared  to  build  any  kind  of  machinery  called  for.  Tliere  are 
about  40  hands  employed  in  other  shops  in  building  and  repaifi::;; 
machinery  ;  making  a  total  of  90  wori;mcn  upon  machinery. 

There  is  an  oil  manufartory  which  works  32,000  gallons  of  oil 
yearly,  and  employs  five  persons. 

This  neighboriiood  furnishes  an  abundance  of  beautiful  granite, 
equal  to  the  Quincy  granite  ;  which  is  used  in  building  here,  and 
is  carried  to  Newport,  New-l>edford,  New-York,  Providence, 
Bristol  and  AVarren.  The  business  of  stone  quarrying  and  cutting, 
employs  30  hands,  furnishini^  stone,  rough  and  hewn,  wonh  from 
10  to  12,000  dollars  annually,  and  yielding  a  hnudsome  profit.* 

*  There  ii  a  quarry  b)  llio  bii'o  oftho  old  road  to  New-HcJford,  a  milo  and  a 
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Tlie  total  number  of  hands  employed  in  tho  above  cstablis!:- 
ments,  of  both  sexes,  and  all  ages,  is  2093. 

There  are  tlnee  lumber  yards,  in  wliich  lumber  to  the  amount  of 
two  million  feet,  are  bought  and  sold  yearly.  The  lumber  is 
brought  chiefly  from  Maine,  and  sold  in  this  place  and  vicinity. 
With  the  Bowcnville  lumberyard,  a  I'laning  machine  is  connect- 
ed, operated  by  steam  ;  which  planes  1000  feet  of  boards  an  hour. 

About  1500  tons  of  anthracite  coal  are  used  annually  in  this  vil- 
lage and  vicinity,  for  domestic  purposes.  About  50i)0  tons  of  an- 
thracite coal,  and  about  SOOO  chaldrons  of  bituminous  coal,  are  u^ed 
for  manufacturing  purposes. 

In  1831  a  marine  railway  was  constructed  to  draw  up  steam- 
boats and  odier  vessels  for  repaiiing.  There  are  five  principal 
wharves  on  our  shore,  now  in  use  ;  namely,  Robeson's  ;  The  Iron 
Works  Company's  ;  The  Steam-boat  AVharf,  belonging  to  said 
company;  Blade's  Wharf,  and  the  I^owcnville  Wharf. 

The  steam-boat  King  Philii%  named  after  the  famous  Indian 
Sachem,  runs  regularly,  and  in  the  summer  daily,  between  this 
port  and  Providence. 

P^all  River  is  a  port  of  entry.  The  District  of  Fall  River  em- 
braces, besides  this  town,  the  other  towns  adjacent  to  Taunton 
river.  From  the  commencement  of  the  I'ederal  Government,  to 
April  1st,  1837,  it  was  called,  the  District  of  Dlghton  ;  and  Digh- 
ton  was  the  port  of  entry.  In  the  bc^innln::  of  1S37  the  name  was 
changed,  at  the  instance  of  the  present  CoUccior.  to  the  District  of 
Fall  River;  since  which  Dlghton  Is  only  a  port  of  delivery. 

There  are  now  belonging  to  the  District  of  Fall  Ri\  er,  register- 
ed, enrolled  and  licensed  vessels,  113  ;  in  1830  there  were  50  ;  in- 
crease in  ten  years  63. 

The  present  tonnage  of  the  District  is  SSOO  ;  in  1S30  it  w  as 
44G3  ;  increase  in  ten  years  434G.  Five  vessels  are  now  employ- 
ed in  the  w  hale  fishery,  w  ith  an  aggregate  toiniage  of  1 189  :  in 

half  Fast  of  this  villni^c;  ndjicfnl  lo  wliicli,  and  on  a  pl;:l r>i  ir.  ofgiariito,  lits  a_ 
largo  bou  lder;  n  roc!<  of  llio  gr:x)  \v;icl<c  or  jnuiilm2->ton«;  (orinnlion.  TIin  rock 
u  so  }ioi->od  ilinl  ilio  pressure  of  ;i  man  s  sliouldcr  or  li.md  will  c.iust;  il  to  oscillate 
Its  form  sompwlial  re-omblrs  an  ei:^.  I'rofr.-sor  lliiclicociv,  of  Ainlifrsi  Collf;:^, 
VL^ilrd  it  two  years  ago,  and  a^ceriainrd  its  solid  contents,  and  found  its  wci-l.t 
to  be  IGDtons.  It  may  be  cal.Ld  ibe  iiocUing  ^toue;  and  is  a  curiosity  well 
worthy  of  a  visit. 
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1830  there  were  none  thus  employed.  The  number  of  seamen  em- 
ployed in  the  District  is  b  l  1  ;  in  1830,  it  was  -2  iO  ;  increase  in  ten 
years  301.  In  1839  there  were  ^oreiL^n  entries,  51  ;  in  1S3U,  4  ; 
increase  in  ten  years  47.  Arnerican  tonnage  entered  from  Foreii^n 
countries  in  IS39,  10, -^13  ;  in  IS'29,  518  ;  increase  in  ten  years, 
9G95.  Coal  began  to  be  imported  from  IVova  Scotia,  (Picton  and 
Sidney)  in  1633.  Tiiere  was  imported  in  1839  from  Pictou,  in 
bushels,  29S,-2G0;  from  Sidney,  97 5G ;  total  303,016  ;  in  1833 
there  was  imported  93,250  ;  increase  in  six  years,  209,760.  From 
1500  to  2000  tons  of  Swedisli  iron  have  been  imported,  yearlv, 
by  a  single  (ix'-m  in  this  town.  The  amount  of  duties  collected  in 
this  District  in  1833,  was  §13,184  ;  in  1839,  about  836,000.  In- 
crease in  six  years  ,'J-V22.S16.  The  average  annual  amount  of 
Hospital  money  collected  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  sean)cn. 
is  about  §230. 

About  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of  business  in  the  District,  is 
done  in  tlie  town  of  Fall  River.  About  90  men  and  boys  are  em- 
ployed in  tlie  Whaling  vessels  belonging  to  this  town.  About  100 
men  belonging  to  this  town  arc  employed  iii  oilier  vessels  sailing 
from  this  port,  and  about  200  sailing  from  other  ports  ;  making 
390  seamen  belonging  to  the  town  of  Fall  River.  Of  these,  24 
are  masters  of  vesiols.  In  1840,  a  female  Bztiill  Socilty  was 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  temporal  and  spiritual  in- 
terests of  Seamen.  This  Society  has  opened  a  room  for  the  sale 
of  clothing  and  other  articles  used  by  seamen  ;  and  gives  good 
promise  of  essentially  benefiting  those  that  go  down  to  the  sea  hi 
ships,  that  do  business  in  great  waters.'' 

\Post  Onice  was  established  in  this  town,  January  31,  1811. 
The  first  mail  was  opened  the  12th  of  February  following.  Charles 
Pitman  was  the  first  Postmaster,  lie  removed  the  oflice  to  Stcep- 
brcok,  March  26,  1813;  after  which  there  was  no  post  ofiice  in 
iliis  village  till  ?>Iarch  18,  1316,  when  the  present  Oiiicc  v/as  es- 
tablished, and  Abraham  Bowen  was  appointed  Postmaster.  He 
held  the  ofiice  till  he  died,  April,  1324.  James  G.  Bowen,  his  son, 
succeeded  him,  and  held  the  ofiice  till  July,  1831  ;  when  Benja- 
min Anthony  was  aj)[n)inled.  He  continued  to  hold  the  oiii(H^  till 
wiJiin  a  few  days  of  his  decease,  June,  1336  ;  soon  after  v.hich, 
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Caleb  B.  \  ickcrVj  i!ic  present  incuinbcMit,  was  appointed.  The 
amount  of  postarrc  coHectcd  ni  this  oHice,  for  the  year  ending 
]\Iarc!i,  31,  1826,  was  .$*20G,8o.  For  ilic  lun  five  years,  the  re- 
ceipts liave  been,  fur  postage — in  1?3G,  $'-i:3:3().,r3 ;  in  IS.'iT. 
$-2433,80;  in  1838,2609,57;  in  1839,  9:2900,70;  in  T JO. 
$'2950,90.    Average  of  annual  rcceipis  at  the  oflice  is  Jj' 2070.32. 

There  are  two  Ban!;?,  and  an  Institution  ibr  Savings  in  the  vil- 
age.  The  Fall  River  I^anlv  was  incorporated  in  1S25, 'Aith  a 
capitul  cf  [j-^*  1 00.000.  Tlio  ra}i)ial  was  increa^^d  in  1827,  to 
$200,000,  and  again  in  1830  to  400,000,  which  is  the  present 
capital.  The  Fall  River  I'nion  l^r.nk  was  inccrponitod  at  liri?tol, 
182},  and  wns  called  the  Bristol  Union  Bank.  It  was  removed 
to  Fall  River,  1830.  Capital  §  100,000.  These  institutions  arc 
carefully  and  faidiPally  conducted.  The  Fall  River  Institution  for 
Savings  was  incorporated  IMarch  1 1 ,  1828.  Its  cljjeci  is  to  pro- 
vide a  mode  of  enabling  indusliious  nianufacturei-s,  nioclianics,  la- 
borers, seamen,  widows,  minors,  and  others  in  moderate  circum- 
stances of  both  sexes,  to  invest  such  parts  of  their  earnings,  or 
property,  as  they  can  conveniently  s])arc,  in  a  mannei-  wliirli  will 
afford  them  profit  and  security."  The  success  of  the  Institution  has 
exceeded  the  highest  hopes  of  its  friends.  It  has  been  in  operation 
twelve  years.  At  the  end  of  die  first  six  years,  $51 ,215  were  due 
to  depositors.  The  amount  now  due  to  depo-itoi's  i^  .9210.195. 
IVo  person  can  dcpositc  more  than  1000  dollars.  The  present 
number  of  depositors  is  1117.  In  1810  the  number  of  depo-iis 
was  820,  anrl  the  amount  was  85.291  dollars.  The  amouiit  w  iih- 
drawn,  by  323  de[)osiior3  in  1810,  was  35, M9  dollars  ;  leaving  an 
increase,  in  that  year,  of  over  50,000  dollars.  The  average  of 
dividends  for  the  twelve  \  ears,  has  been  six  per  cent.  Thr  average 
of  dividends  for  the  last  f»ur  years,  hns  been  six  and  a  half  per 
cent.  By  means  of  this  noble  in-^titution,  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  dollars,  doubdess,  have  been  sa\-ed  to  th^  widow  and 
llitherless,  and  others  in  moderate  cirrum-lances,  fir  a  day  of  need. 

In  1835  the  town  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sexenty- 
five  acres,  widi  a  dwelling-house  thereon,  to  be  imjiroved  as  an 
Alms-I louse  establishment,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  po(M- ; 
since  which  the  poor  cntijcly  drpcndcnt,  have  been  su.'jiorlai. 
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cconomically'and  coiufoiiably,  al  tlic  Alm^-Hou^c.  Tlie  oiuls  to 
be  sought  in  piovidint;  lor  the  poor,  whom  v.  e  liavc  with  us  al- 
ways," arc,  their  comfort,  health,  industry,  temperance  and  mor<d 
improvement.  'Jlicsc;  ^iiould  be  sought  with  economy  and  under 
such  regulations  as  will  aliord  all  necessaries  to  the  poor,  and  yet 
not  operate  as  a  premium  upon  idleness  and  vice.  Tlie  regula- 
tions of  our  Alms-Ilou.-e  establishment  have,  thus  fur,  in  a  good 
degree,  secured  these  paramount  ends.  In  1 610,  one  hundred  eight 
persons  were  relieved  or  supported  :  of  these,  sixty-three  were  at 
the  Alms-llouse,  and  forty-five  recei\  ed  aid  elsewhere.  The  ave- 
rage number  supported  at  the  Alms-liouse  was  thirty-four;  at  an 
average  cost  of  7--i  cents  per  week  ;  tu  enty-fi\  e  of  \\  hum  w  ere  un- 
able to  perform  any  kind  or  amount  of  labor.  I'our  of  the  number 
were  insane;  and  3-4  of  the  paupers  of  the  town,  in  the  o])iniou 
of  the  Overseers  of  the  i)cor,  were  made  dependent  by  intemper- 
ance ill  themseLes,  or  those  on  whom  their  support  should  have 
devolved.  The  expense  of  supporting  and  relieving  the  poor  in 
1S40,  including  interest  on  Aims-House  establishment,  was  ISOO 
dolluis.  Tlic  universal  practice  of  the  principles  of  Temperance, 
would  soon  reduce  our  pauper  tax  to  a  tritlc  ;  a  consummation 
which  we  hope  may  eie  long  be  realized. 

The  early  history  of  education  in  our  community,  presents  a 
gloom v  page.  One  hundred  and  twenty  years  ago,  feeble  cflurts 
were  put  forth  to  promote  common  schools.  A  few  individuals, 
seem  to  have  felt  tlie  importance  of  teaching  the  rising  generation, 
the  knov.  ledf^e  of  letters  ;  but  on  the  other  hand  there  is  abundant 
evidence  that,  in  regard  to  the  simplest  and  most  essential  rudi- 
ments of  education,  for  a  century  after  the  first  settlements  com- 
menced, darkness  covered"  this  jC  '^iun  and  gross  darkness  tlic 
people.''  In  pui*suing  my  investigations,  it  has  been  most  painful 
to  observe,  how  often  deeds  and  other  important  documents  have 
been  signed,  even  l»y  individuals  w  ho  had  large  estates,  witli  the 
significant  words,  ins  mai^k.  1  am  aspired  by  a  respectable  gcn- 
llcman,  not  yet  fifty  years  old,  a  native  of  this  place,  that  it  is  with- 
in his  distinct  recollection  that  the  study  of  Enizlish  grammar  was 
introdured  into  tlii,  town,  and  that  l!ie  innovation  upon  e.^tabli^hed 
customs,  as  it  waS  considered,  was  the  subject  of  much  conversa- 
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lion.  Another  stiiklng  indication  of  the  state  of  education  is  seen 
in  the  fact  that,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  only  three  or  four  persons,  na- 
tives of  the  town  of  Fall  River  have  ever  graduated  at  any  Col- 
lege ;  and  only  six  or  seven,  including  native  born  citizen^  and  all 
who  have  resided  here.  A  brighter  day,  however,  in  our  eiluca- 
tional  history  has  dawned,  and  a  more  favorable  page  is  being  fill- 
ed. In  1826  the  town  voted  to  raise  COO  dollars  for  the  support 
of  common  schools,  and  appointed  a  general  school  committee  to 
examine  teachers  and  superintend  the  schools.  This  measure  lias 
been  annually  repeated,  with  a  gradual  increase  of  the  sum  voted,  till 
in  1810  it  amotinted  to  -1500  dollars.  [See  Note  G.  Appendix.] 
i\Icasures  ha\'e  been  taken  to  divide  the  town  into  f  )ui-leen  school 
districts,  fourof  wliich  are  located  in  the  village.  I\Iost  of  the  ten 
districts  out  of  the  village,  are  necessarily  small,  through  the  sjiai-sc- 
iiess  of  the  population.  Four  districts  in  the  \  illage,  embracing 
1433  childi  en  out  of  17S9,  (the  ^^  hole  number  in  town  ]\Iay  18-40, 
between  the  ages  of  four  and  sixteen)  are  judiciously  located,  and 
are  so  large  that  each  school  is  classified,  and  each  class  or  branch 
is  supplied  v>  ith  a  separate  teacher ;  one  male  taking  the  iniaic- 
diate  charge  of  the  higlicst  branch,  and  the  general  sunciintendance 
of  all  the  branches  in  his  district.  This  is  an  adinirable  arrange- 
ment; which  it  is  hoped  may  be  extensively  adojued.  [See  Note 
H.  Appendix.]  "Within  fifteen  years,  nine  or  ten  new  school-hous- 
es have  been  erected  in  die  town,  most  of  which  are  wisely  con- 
structed and  judiciously  located.  In  addition  to  this,  seven  or  eight 
private  schools  arc  in  successful  operation  ;  and  some  of  our  youth 
are  now  in  College,  and  others  are  expected  soon  to  enter.-- 

In  1835,  an  Institution,  called  the  F.\r,L  Kivkr  ATiir.N.r.rji 
was  established;  by  the  exertions  of  in(livi(kials ;  which  has  a  libra- 
ry of  valuable  standard  and  miscellaneous  books,  amounting  at  the 
present  lime  to  1500  volumes  ;  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  of 
which  are  taken  weekly  on  an  average,  by  the  pio|irictors  ;  who 

♦The  following  persons,  roidLiits  in  ihU  town,  have  pradualcd  at  College  :— 
Nnlhau  Durfcc,  Tit  thrown  I'nivcrsily,  1S-J4  ;  TlioDias  Kuss  -1  Durf-c,  nt'^ditto, 
162-1  ;  NdiPDuah  Coi  liain  Lovell,  a"t  ditto,  IS":)  ;  Lorenzo  Urrcn  Lovoll.  at  dit- 
to, 1833;  Janus  Ni<;liols,  at  l.'nion  Coliinf,  ie^35  ;  William  J.  K'naj-p,  at  \Va- 
tcrvillo  College,  1810.  The  Mrs«ri  Lovclls  fiUcd  lor  Coilc'^t)  IvM'orn  ihrir  fvmily 
rnovrd  to  this  •own,  and  can  tiiorLlore  hardly  lo  rcnsid^rrd  grjidualfH  ol  Tfl-l 
River. 
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now  number  over  three  hundred  persons.  Connected  with  the 
Athenaeum  is  a  valuable  cabinet,  consisting  of  specimens  of  com- 
mon and  rare  minerals,  shells  and  Indian  curiosities,  presented  by 
travcllci-s,  voyagers  and  others. 

In  1825,  the  printing  of  a  weekly  ncwspa[)er,  called  the  Fall 
River  Monitor,  w  as  commenced,  which  has  sustained  a  respecta- 
ble character  and  is  still  continued.  In  lb'*30  another  weeklv  pa- 
per, called  the  Moral  Envoy,  w  as  commenced  and  continued  one 
year.  In  l  So2  the  \^illage  Recorder,  a  weekly  paper,  was  com- 
menced and  continued  till  183G,  when  it  was  united  w  ith  the  Mon- 
itor. In  1837  the  weeldy  publication  of  the  I'all  River  Patriot 
was  "commenced  ;  and  that  is  superseded,  wiihin  a  Il.v  weeks, 
by  the  Archetype.  Thus,  for  fifteen  }  ears,  one.  and  for  nine  years, 
two  weekly  newspapci-s  have  been  sustained  in  this  community. 
In  addition  to  these,  a  large  number  of  the  })rincipal  papers  and  pe- 
riodicals of  the  country  ai  e  lakm  and  read  ;  —  so  that  tlic  present 
prosperous  condiiion  of  our  scIkjoIs,  [)ublic  and  priv  ate — together 
widi  the  means  of  knowledge  furnished  by  the  Athenaeum,  and  our 
weekly  papers ;  added  lo  the  luCt,  that  tliere  area  considerable 
number  of  learned  men  in  the  dliTerent  professions,  now  resident 
here,  shows  that  the  educailonal  aspect  of  this  place  is  greatly 
chanf^ed  for  the  better,  and  that  our  condition  now  is  not  below 
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the  Commonwealth  at  large.* 

111.  The  Ecclesiastical  histoiiy  of  this  place,  and  partic- 
ularly of  this  Church.t 

Th.o  first  settlers  of  Freetown  and  Ti\  erlon  were  chirflv  the  chil- 
dren of  the  Filgrinis,  and  were  of  the  second  and  third  generations 
of  those  nolile  men.  They  seem  to  have  inherited,  in  some  denree, 
the  excellent  character  of  their  renowned  ancestors:  yet  many 
facts  in  their  history  show  most  fully,  that  they  were  not  distinguish- 
ed for  that  superior  intelligence  and  devoted  piety,  which  were  con- 
spicuous in  their  fathers,  and  even  in  ther  cotemporary  settlers  in 
some  of  the  other  towns  of  iXew-England.    There  arc  but  few  in- 

♦Tor  an  account  of  Physician.-:,  Lawyers.  Me::iber.<;  of  Congress,  and  of  iho 
General  Court,  Town  Clerlv5,  t-tlcctiiicn,  kc.  sro  Ap]»e:)dix,  Nolo  I. 

f  In  the  (lrliv<  ry  of  these  dijcourscs,  I'lC  morning  and  afternoon  wore  occupiH 
M'ith  tho  AnoiiU.iNAi.  nnd  LccJ.r.siAiTiCAi,  History,  and  th*  cn cniii;;  with 
thn  Civil,  History.  In  iMiiN  riNo,  tho  n .vt v n a L  order,  iho  ordur  in  which 
the  diacoursoi  were  written,  w  adopted. 
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dlcations  ofcaily  c  flbrt,  fur  ihc  cducaiion  of  children  :  and  1  Ciiii 
find  no  evidence  of  ihr*  fonnation  of  a  clmrch  of  any  denomination, 
in  Fieelown  or  Tiverton,  for  more  ilian  half  a  centur>'  after  ihcy 
were  incorporated  ;  nor  is  there  any  certain  evidence  that  the  people 
were  favored  with  a  stated  ministry,  for  any  len^h  of  time,  during 
that  long  period.  Tlicre  a})pear  to  iiave  been  a  few  individuals  of 
piety,  ^\ho  were  anxious  to  enjoy  the  blessinirs  of  the  Gospel,  and 
of  common  schools  ;  and  efibris  w  ere  made  to  procure  preachers 
and  school  teachers,  and  in  some  instances  iliese  eflbrls  were  suc- 
cessful, for  a  limited  ])cm1o(1.  Init  presentments  to  ihu  Court  were 
repeatedly  made  a^^ainst  the  town  of  f'rcetown,  during  that  peri  '. 
by  the  giand  jury,  for  not  being  j)ro\  iilcd,  according  to  law,  with  a 
resident  minisliy.  And  the  town,  in  town-meeting,  frer|uenily 
adopted  measures  to  answer  to  these  prcsentn)ents  or  to  n})tain  sup- 
plies. At  a  to\\  n  meeting  in  Febinary,  1703,  ^h  .  lioberl  Dur- 
fee  was  chosen  agent  to  endeavor  to  '*  bring  in  a  man  into  town, 
to  educate  and  instruct  childien  in  reading  and  w  riling,  and  dis- 
pensing the  Gospel  lo  town's  acceptance:"  and  the  mea>ui-o 
so  far  succcY'dtd,  ihut  ^Ii-.  W'illiaiu  W  ay,  fioin  Mai-shfkld  was 
obtained  as  such  teacher  and  jMcacher,  and  continued  his  services 
from  February  M,  I'iOl,  to  January  "21,  1107,  when  the  rontrart 
between  him  and  the  town  was  dis.^olvi'd.  hy  a  xolc  of  the  town. 
WhctliLT  Ml-,  ^\'ay  ua^  ordained  and  installed  or  nut,  is  uncertain  ; 
probabl)'  not.  After  this,  the  town  had  no  minister  stationed 
among  tliem,  (though  they  had  occasional  preaching,)  for  eight 
years;  during  which  time  presentments  were  made  against  the 
town  to  the  court  for  living  w  ithout  a  preai  her ;  and  in  one  in- 
stance, to  answer  th(;  law,  w  lmdi  re((U!re(l  that  every  town  should 
have  a  minister,  the  town  \otetl  iliat  Jonallian  DucL-on,  one  of  the 
selectmen  of  the  town,  should  be  their  minister;  but,  1  tiniinoevi- 
dencc  that  he  e\ er  ofjicialed  in  thi>  character.  Jn  .May,  1701),  a 
petition  was  sent  to  the  (io^  ernor  and  Cieneral  Conrt,  prajing  for 
aid  in  settling  a  mini-ter.  'Fhi^  j^etition  wu^  >!L:ned  by  neariy  twen- 
ty individuals  of  the  town  ;  and  the  (ieneial  C'ouri  grained  twenty 
pounds  from  the  public  tr<  asnry,  to  b(^  paid  when  the  minister  had 
been  here  one  year,  pio\  iflml  he  be  a  man  approv  ed  hy  ihrtc  neiiiii- 
l)oring  ministers.     (Sec  tlii>  l\  liii<>n.  No''  K.  .Apn^iuiix.] 


In  nil,  Rev.  Samuel  Danforth,  of  Taunton,  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, took  measures  to  supply  Freetown  and  Tiverton  with 
the  means  of  grace,  "  lest,"  as  he  expressed  it,  *•  the  nuhle  work  of 
gospelizing  the  plantations  of  I'rceiown  and  Tiveiton  should  he 
impeded  by  the  discontinuance  of  })reaching  among  diem"  ;  and  on 
the  15th  of  ]\rarch,  nil,  he  petitioned  the  General  Court  in  dieir 
favor,  asking  that  I\Ir.  A\ery  may  have  compensation  for  preach- 
ing in  Freetown  seven  Sabbaths — which  j»eliliun  was  granted. 
On  the  ^Olh  of  August,  same  year,  the  people  of  Freetown  again 
petitioned  the  General  Court,  alledging  that  they  had  called  the 
Rev.  Recompense  ^Vadsworlh  to  be  their  minister :  and  twenty 
pounds  were  granted  by  die  General  Court,  on  cundiiion  that  a 
minister  Nsas  sctUed.  Ikit  objections  being  made  against  Mr. 
'Wadsworth  by  some,  who  thought  it  contrary  to  the  Go.-pel  for  a 
minister  to  have  a  salary,  he  declined  the  call. 

On  the  2d  February,  1710,  the  town  voted  to  build  a  meeting 
house  36  feet  long,  26  feet  wide,  and  18  feet  between  joints  ;  and 
not  agreeing  v.  here  to  locate  the  said  house,  the  town,  at  the  same 
meeting,  voted  that  IMr.  Samuel  Danfoiili,  [of  Taunion.]  .Mr  .lulni 
Sparhaw^k,  [of  Bristol,]  and  Mr.  Richard  Rillings,  [of  Little  Cojup- 
ton,]  should  be  a  committee  to  detci  niluc  where  to  set  the  meeting- 
house; who  came  March  "iih,  1710,  with  the  knowledge  and  con- 
sent of  his  EKcellency  the  Governor,  and,  after  due  examination, 
determined  that  the  house  should  be  erected  u[)on  the  land  L'iven 
for  the  purpose  by  the  lion.  Samuel  Lynde ;  which  was  in  the 
present  town  of  I'^all  Ri\ er,  on  the  I'^ast  sitle  of  the  road  directly 
opposite  th(!  dwelling  hou'^e,  which  i.;  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
Ca])t.  AVilliain  Read.  Tiie  reason  they  give  for  locating  it  there, 
is,  that  it  is  near  the  centre  of  the  town/*  Tlie  house  was  com- 
pleted and  accepted  bv  the  tow  n  in  1*  11,  and  was  thereafter  used 
both  for  a  mcetinn-hou^e  unci  tov. n-houiC.  It  stood  about  one 
hundred  years — I.  e.  till  the  year  \^\-2  or  'M.  during  which  time 
it  was  occupied  only  about  ihiity  yenrs  by  a  settled  minister. 

In  1715  Rev.  Thomas  Creaghead  was  employee!  as  a  preacher, 

■*Tli(j  lot  u[)on  which  l!ic  lioiLs«i  was  b.iill,  was  a  lol  of  luo  nnil  a  half  acica 
pivcn  to  tl:o  town  for  l  iiicotii)^  Ii3usi;,  burial  rrouud  and  training  lit-ld,  hy  Ilun. 
»Saniucl  Lyndf,  of  Uoston. 
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and  coiuinued  illl  17'21  ;  when  diflicukies  having  arisen  about  in-; 
SLippoit,  bis  laboi-s  ceased.  I  lind  nu  evidence  ihai  be  was  install- 
ed. After  Mr.  Crcagbcad's  labors  ceased,  for  twenty-five  years 
llie  town  was  destitute  of  t!ie  slated  ministrations  of  ibe  gospel  ; 
and  was  considered  a  mora!  waste.  During  this  time,  presentments 
were  repeatedly  brought  before  the  Court,  because  the  town  was 
not  provided  widi  a  minister  according  to  law.*  The  cliief  obsta- 
cle,  all  along,  to  the  settlement  of  a  minister,seenis  to  have  been,  the 
opposition  made  by  a  portion  of  the  people  to  paying  a  minister  a 
SAi.ARV.  At  length  the  time  ariivuii.  Sept.  .?0,  1747,  sixty  years 
after  the  town  was  incorporated,  w  hen  the  first  Churcli  v^  as  ori^an- 
ized.  It  was  nn  orthodox.  Congregatiuiial  Cliur--h.  Dl^'j.  -Jd  ol' the 
sameyear,  Kcv.  Silas  ]3reti  of  li'aston  was  ordained  and  installed  as 
the  first  Pastor  of  the  cliurch  in  Freetow  n. f  To  the  few  friends  of 
Zion  in  the  town,  and  their  numerous  benefactors  out  of  the  town, 
it  was  a  joyful  day.  The  ordinat'on  sermon  w  as  preached  by  Rev. 
John  Porter,  Pastor  of  the  fourth  Church  in  Bridgewater  and  was 
printed  :  an  imperfect  copv  of  which  I  have  in  my  possession. — 
lie  speaks  of  ^Ir.  IJrctt  in  decided  terms,  as  a  sound,  orthodox  di- 
vine, and  a  ir.-in  of  Ciod,  for  whom  the  best  hopes  were  entertained  r 
and  from  his  subsequent  life  it  seems  ?vlr.  Bieit  well  sustained  the 
expectations  of  his  brethren.  The  preaciier  speaks  also  of  the 
town,  in  the  following  language:  "And  is  Freetown  to  have  a 
Pastor  ?  then  let  Freetown  give  glory  to  Jusus  Christ.  Dearly  be- 
loved, you  have  been  long  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd.  For  ma- 
ny years  pa'^t,  how  melunclioly  your  circumstances  !  how  dark 
your  case  !  what  glooi:iy  pros[)ects  have  heretofore  arisen  to  you 
and  others  on  account  of  your  situation  and  circunvtancrs !  Hut 
now  glory  be  to  God,  ihe  sun  begins  to  rise  on  yf)ur  horl/.nn  :  wo 

*Ju  l72y,  vAhjn  a  pre.sentnior.l  ut.s  u,-A]e  oc;iiii>t  lli'-  town  for  living  without 
a  ininislcr,  iho  Sclecliiien  oOorod  a  wiittcn  rrply  to  \hv  Cnnrl,  \n  wliici.  ihoy  J^ay, 
•*  that  ihoy  liufubly  conceive  ll.al  no  suc!i  prescnlmcnl  proMrrly  can  l,c  ?^.i\r,<t 
rrcetowii.'  by  reason  lliul  tlio  laiuh  obl  iiiicd,  wtie  a  free  p  .rcln^p  without  any 
manner  of  incu:itl)rancc ;  a:;(J  ihi-y  aro  Iv'nibly  oflbo  opinio;,  that  tiie  law  in  ibo 
t-at^e,  is  contrary  tu  lb-;  true  intent  and  meaning  of  tl.--  ro\  u\  cI.  irlcr,  \vb:ch  grants 
liberty  of  c  •;  .■JnifMire  to  all  cbri<tians,  paj)ists  only  excrplc  b" 

<Hcv.  Sila?  l'>retl  was  a  tiativpof  nrul"ewalcr.  I!c  leceivtd  ir^  classical  edu- 
cation at  Vale  College  ;  tlioii;:h  f. sonic  rc'a«*on  not  I  lunvn  to  inr,  W  il'  I  ncl 
take  hU  d<-rco  of  Ta'cbflor  of  Arts.  lIc-tUoi"cl  'riieo'o:!y  with  Hr-v.  ^?r.  .^n?t•r 
of  Bridjcwatcr,  and  preached  soiikj  time  at  I'.on,  bi  tore  In  was  settled  at  frvi"- 
lown. 
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rejoice  with  you,  O  I'\oeio\vn,  ihal  the  scene  is  so  afirccal)!y  nl- 
tcictl  amonc^  you,  ami  the  face  ot"  ihinij?  so  pleasantly  cbani;ed.'^ 

These  things  fill  our  niouihs  with  laughter,  and  tongues  wiiii 
singing.  Wc  cannot  but  think,  joy  will  difluse  through  the  hearts 
of  all  that  fear  God  and  wish  well  to  Zion,  \\  hen  they  shall  cc>me 
to  hoar  of  the  transactions  of  this  day.  And  the  agreeable  news 
lias  doubtlciis  rtached  heaven  before  now,  and  a  song  of  praise  has 
been  sung,  by  the  illustrious  inhabitants,  to  the  enthroned  Jesus  on 
account  hereof."    In  the  [>reface  to  this  sennon  the  author  requests 

that  all  who  have  ability  and  a  disposition  to  contribute  any  thing 
to  so  noble  a  purpose,  as  the  suj)port  of  the  Go-jk  I  ;  and  such  as 
have  the  management  of  public  collections  iov  that  end,  would  re- 
member Freetown  >ays  he,  ••'  I  cannot  but  think  il  would  be  an 
odour  of  a  sweet  smell  unto  that  God  who  hath  said,  •  he  that  giv- 
ctli  a  cup  of  cold  water  to  a  disciple,  in  the  name  of  a  disciple  shall 
not  lose  his  reward.' 

It  has  already  been  intimated  that,  for  many  years  previous?  tri 
the  settlcn^ent  of  ]\Ir.  ].>rott,  a  portion  of  the  })eople  w  ere  opposed 
to  paying  a  minister  a  salary.  This  opposition  was  so  general 
and  decided,  that  before  i\Ir.  Brett's  ordination,  he  deemed  it  nec- 
essary to  quiet  all  apprehension  on  this  subject  ;  and  accordingly 
entered  into  an  engagement,  which  now  stands  recorded  on  the  first 
book  of  town  records,  and  is  as  follows — to  wit: 

"This  instrument  made  at  Freetown  in  the  County  of  Bristol 
and  pro\  incc  of  tlu^  ^Masbachuscts  J3ay  in  New-lMiL'land,  this  30th 
day  of  Xo\  ember  in  ihe  year  ol'our  JiOrd  1711,  ^\'it^es^(  th,  tliat  1 
Silas  I>rett  of  Fasten,  in  the  County  above  said,  prcac'icr  of  liie  gos- 
pel, and  now  pastor  elect  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Christ 
in  Freetow  n  above  said,  tlo  hereby  covenant,  promise,  grant,  and 
agree  to  and  w  ith  the  aforesaid  ehnich.  and  the  congregatioii  usu- 
ally wor.'^liipping  with  them,  that  from  the  day  of  my  solemn  sep- 
aration to  the  ))asloral  ofiice  in  ^aiil  church,  and  for  and  during  the 
full  term  of  time  of  my  couHiukuum'  in  tliat  ofiice,  in  said  cliurch.  \ 
will  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  take  advantage  by  the  laws  of 
this  province  to  get  a  salary  settled  on  me  in  the  tow  n  of  Freetown  ; 
but  look  for  and  expect  my  support  by  the  frrcwill  oHering  of  the 
people.  In  tcstimou}"  whcreot,  I  have  subscnbrd  this  ;:.strument. 
\  I 
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to  be  entered  in  the  records  of  the  church  ahove  said.,  and  also  in 
the  records  of  the  town,  if  it  be  desired. 

Witness  my  hand,  SILAS  BFU:TT." 

To  which  is  appended,  on  the  same  page  of  the  town  record,  the 
following — to  wit : 

"At  the  motion  of  two  of  the  S5:lkctmkn,  we  the  subscribers 
do  liereby  manifest  our  assent  and  consent  to  the  nhove  written,  as 
we  are  members  of  the  irnbodied  Church  of  Freetown.  Witness 
our  bands  this  first  day  of  December,  17  17. 

John  Ti  unkr, 
Samukl  Ki:.u), 
Shadrach  Hathaway." 
The  means  by  which  ?.Tr.  Brr  tt  was  supported,  w  ere  1st,  the 
FREEWILL  orFERiNCs  of  tlie  people,  whlcli,  prol.'al)ly,  amounted 
to  but  a  trifle.  2d,  a  small  annual  grant  from  a  ^lissionary  Socie- 
ty in  England,  and  a  few  friends  in  Boston  :  by  reason  of  which, 
he  was  to  preach  to  a  small  tribe  of  Indians,  the  remains  of  the  Po- 
casset  tribe,  east  of  the  Watuppa  pond.*  3d.  The  use  of  a  par- 
sonage house  and  farm  ;  a  farm  given  by  Wm.  Hall,  John  Turner, 
Ambrose  Barnaby,  and  Samuel  Read  ;  whicli  fnni  consists  of  53 
acres,  and  lies  east  of  the  road  and  adjoining;  tlirrcto,  in  school  dis- 
trict No.  5,  of  Fall  River,  on  the  North  West  corner  of  w  hich  the 
school-house  of  said  district  now  stands — near  w  hich,  some  GO  or 
80  rods  from  the  road,  the  parsonage  bouse  formerly  stood.  This 
farm  was  given  April  13th,  171S,  in  trust  to  the  Congregational 
Ministers  of  Dighton,  Berkley,  and  Plymouth,  for  the  use  of 
THE  MINISTRY,  aiul  for  llic  bcncfil  of  the  pi  oplc  in  that  part  of  the 
town  forever.''!    ^Villianl  Hall,  one  of  the  donors,  lived  in  Little 

*  Tliis  tribe  Ind  a  small  nieotinij-houso  and  scliool-l>ou«c  in  one  huililiii^,  east 
of  the  north  Watuppa  pond  ;  which  stood  till  wiihin  a  dozen  vc.irs  :  and  there  is 
a  tract  ofnhout  3Uv)  acrtjs  of  land  there  still  belon;^ini.'  to  the  tribe.  This  is  su- 
perintended by  an  agent  appointed  by  tlie  Governor  and  Council. 

t  The  Ian;;u;ige  of  the  deed  is  very  explicit,  and  i'  n>  fi)!!o\v-: — to  v.  it  :  "  for  the 
n-^e  of  the  ministry  in  the  Coti;^rci;ational  Ciiiircli  of  Chri-t,  p:ithered  i'»  Freetown 
the  oUlli  of  Sept.  last,  and  now  Piibsi-tinjr  under  the  pri'itornl  c::rc  and  churgc  of 
llie  Rev.  Silas  Brett,  forever: — provided  niiil  the  said  Si'u-j  Trclt,  the  said  church 
and  their  respective  successors  be,  and  rerii.iin  truly  Conrrt'n.itionai,  and  sound 
in  the  f;iith  : — and  in  c;i<e  said  church  should  by  ;iny  means  L  o  dissf»!vcd.  id  tru^- 
leos  shall  improve  the  profits  and  income  of  snid  hon^e  and  land,  for  the  support 
of  somo  learned  orthodox  man  in  preaching  the  gospel  in  rreelown  :  reference 
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Comptcn,  where  he  w  as  a  deacon  of  llie  Church,  Juhn  Turner 
(the  elder  i3r.  Turner)  hved  where  Bowenville  establishment  now 
is.  Samuel  Read,  (a  Deacon  of  the  Church)  who  died  March  1, 
1791,  in  the  TGdi  year  of  his  ag'»,  lived  where  Joseph  E.  Read, 
(his  Vv'dnd  nephew)  now  Wws.  Ambrose  Bamaby  lived  half  a 
mile  IVovth  of  the  IN'orlh  line  ol' the  town  of  L'all  River.,  where  liLs 
grandson,  Stephen  Barnaby,  now  lives. 

For  about  thirty  years,  Mr.  Brett  coniir.ued  to  labor  faiihfuliy 
with  the  people  of  his  cliarc^e.  At  the  c'ornmencemcni  of  the  Re- 
volutionary w  ar,  a  portion  of  his  charge  espoused  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country  ;  and  ?Jr.  Brett,  who  was  a  firm  Whig,  was  dis- 
m.issed,  and  removed  his  family  to  Easton.  Subsequent  to  liis  dis- 
mission, hv.  laboicd  in  several  congregations  ;  and  died  at  Easion, 
April  17,  1791,  aged  75.  The  church  in  Frcelo\M:,  of  which  he 
had  been  the  minister,  never  liad  another  pastor.  The  conL{rega- 
tion  scattered,  and  at  length,  the  cliurch,  which  was  never  large, 
became  extinct.  Th.e  last  members  have  died  v.  iih.in  fifteen  years. 
[See  Note  L.  Appendi::.] 

The  First  Christian  Society  was  formed,  119-2,  at  Assonet,  and 
built  a  mcoting-liouse  in  I79'J.  I'^ldor  P.  Hathaway  was  their 
first  minister.  Thus  I\Ir.  Brett  v/as  the  only  settled  minister  in 
Freetown,  for  a  lunuheil  and  ten  years,  after  the  town  was  incor- 
porated, and  hiis  n^ini-tiy  occupied  less  than  one  thiid  of  that  time. 

RespertiiiL;  the  early  ecclesiastical  history  of  Tiverlon.  I  have 
obtained  but  few  facts.  From  incidental  notices  of  early  writers, 
and  from  reccrtis,  it  scenvs  probable,  that  its  moral  and  religious  con- 
dition, for  filiy  }  cars  after  its  incorpoiation,  w  as  similar  to  that  of 
Freetown  ;  being  su[)plied  only  occasionally  with  the  preaching  of 
the  Gospel.  On  tr;e  20th  of  August,  \14G,  the  first  church  was 
formed  in  Tiverton,  in  the  South  part  of  the  town,  con:])osed  of 

being  always  liad  to  tlie  benefit  of  the  people  in  the  Westerly  part  of  isaid  town, 
wiiKUE  THE  PUESENT  cHi'UCji  li  j»>:tth;d,  till  aiiotliCF  Congregational 
Church  is  gathered  in  said  pari  of  sai  l  town."  [j^ec  Dook  3»j  of  Land  Ivccords 
nt  Taunton.]  ijuch  is  the  lan;;unge  ofthe  docd.  Troin  which  it  S'.enis  absolute- 
ly certain  llril  the  doiiurs  moanl  liic  avails  should  be  aj)propi  iated  forevt-r,  to  that 
part  of  the  luwn  where  tiio  old  nieeim:^  hon^e  stood.  ^  cl  I  h  ive  lately  learnt 
will)  a^'.onishruer.t,  that  ll:.i  Supreme  Court  of  .Mass.  havu  d.-cideii,  that  said  par- 
soni'.^c  belongs  to  a  churcli  three  or  lour  \u\\>^  north  ; — loCviicd  where  not  one  of 
the  donor:*  lived. 
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eleven  men,  (nicinbcrs  ofihe  cliiux  h  in  LiulL-Ccinpiou)  ;  wlieihcr 
llicre  were  any  reinalt.s  or  nut,  the  recuiils  arc  ^llellt.  h  was  a 
Conf^qegational  Churcli,  and  conrtiiues  toiliio  dav.  in  die  j)rcani- 
blc  to  die  sound  ordiodox  Coniussion  ol"  Faidi  and  Cuvenani, 
adopted  at  tlie  ori;aHizatiun  of  ilic  chureh,  is  tlili>  ]an«'ua"e  :  It 
having;  pleased  the  all-\vi>c,  all-di^po.sing  and  gracious  God  lo  sliiiio 
into  this  dark  corner  of  the  w  ilderness,  and  to  visit  d)isdark  sjxji  of 
ground  with  the  day-spring  from  on  high,  dirougli  his  lender  rncrcy, 
and  to  settle  a  church  of  Chii^l  here,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
<3ospel."  On  the  -^Gth  of  August,  17-'l(j,  the  church  made  choice 
of  the  Rev.  .Mr.  Othniel  Cam])hcll,  of  l^lynipion,  (who  had  been 
previously  ordained,)  a.->  their  pa^lur.  Whclhur  .Mr.  Cainphcll  had 
been  previously  settled  at  PIyni[)ton,  or  not,  1  lia\c  not  learned. 
He  was  a  gr.uluale  of  Ilarvard  College,  in  11^-.  The  Church 
in\Ited  the  Seleetnicn,  to  call  a  town  meeting,  to  concur  in  the 
choice  of  I\Ir.  Campbell,  but  they  declined  the  invitation.*  Mr. 
C.  was  installed  Oct.  1,  1716,  and  preached  his  own  installation 
sermon,  [from  :2d.  Cor.  1,J  as  was  sometimes  the  cu:5iom  at  liiat 
day.  llis  ])asloral  relation  continued  ihirly-two  years;  when  he 
died,  Oct.  15,  177S,  aged  6:2.  During  his  mini-try,  a  considera- 
ble number  were  added  to  die  church.  AfLcrhis  death,  a  period 
of  some  twelve  or  nfteen  years,  ap[)ear->  to  ha\e  rolled  around  witii- 
out  a  slated  ministry  in  Tiverton,  and  w  iih  only  occasional  sup- 
plies of  the  preaching  of  the  word  of  CukI.  At  length,  Deceiiiber 
7,  1791.  J  lev.  Jolm  l^riggs  became  the  stated  minister  of  the 
church  and  pco[)le.    lie  was  dismissed  October,  ;  whiii 

they  were  again  destitute,  cxccjit  as  they  w  ere  suppli  'd  by  mi.^- 
sionaries ;  among  whom  wore  Rev.  !Mr.  l^avis,  and  Rev.  Jodiam 
Sowell. 

In  the  sunmicr  of  1P15,  Rev.  Benjamin  Whitmorc  was  ordained 
pastor  of  the  church,  and  the  next  year,  his  j)asloral  rriailon  was 
dissolved.  He  has  since  been  settled  in  the  fourth  i)aiish  in  Ply- 
mouth, where  be  still  labors  widi  succes.^. 

Oct.  14,  1818,  Rev.  Kbene/.cr  Colman  was  ordained  pastor  of 

*  Tln^  town  Ik'hI  prcviou«;ly  t  ho^ru  Mr.  Jo^'^pli  ^^ -intoii  for  llicir  iiiinUirr  ;  nud 
lliou^li  1  c;ninol  Uarii  tli:it  lii?  prrnclicd  Ion:;  wuli  lli<>ni,  yrl  il  sccliis  llic  puTi-r- 
♦Micctonit'  oftlK:  pLopk'  IkicJ  frr  liitu,  led  tlicMi  lo  cIccIiiil-  uniting;  in  thf  scUltmcnl 
of. Mr.  Cami-ljcll. 
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tlie  church  and  jjcoplc  ;  who  continued  with  the  congrc^^ailon  as  a 
fltithful  lahorcr,  till  Novciri])cr  '2G,  18:23  ;  when  lie  was  rcLTularly 
and  honorahly  dismissed,  for  llic  want  of  supjHjrt.  In  IS25,  Kcv. 
Luther  Wriglu  statedly  su[) plied  the  church  and  people  as  iheir 
minister,  and  continuetl  with  them  three  or  four  years  ;  w  hen  he 
left  diem     much  helo\  (;d  ;ind  hiidily  esicemcd  for  his  work's  sake." 

Rev.  Jonathan  Kin<^  conunencetl  his  ial)Oi-s  as  staled  pastor, 
Oct.  24,  \S'2S,  and  continued  there  as  a  faithful  and  belo\cd  ser- 
vant of  Christ,  till  when  iiis  labors  ceased.  Ucv.  Isaac 
Jones,  iho  present  pastor,  commenced  his  ]ahor<,  Feh.  18,  183S  ; 
and  Alav  1),  the  church  voted  to  constitute  him  their  pastor,  so 
long  as  he  shall  continue  to  su]")ply  their  desk.  Mr.  Jones  is  still 
laboring  faithfully  among  the  [)eople.  The  Congregational  Church 
ill  Tiverton,  at  no  time  numerous,  is  now  composed  of  about  firl}- 
five  members.  Deacon  David  Tomi)kins  has  recently  died,  leav- 
ing a  legacy  to  the  churcli  of  about  fj? -000,  which,  wiih  funds  pre- 
viou.^ly  owned  by  them,  is  sufhcicnt  to  enal)lc  them,  widi  j)ro[)er 
annual  efforts,  to  sustain  gospel  ordinances  constantly. 

This  chuix'h  anrl  society  have  two  meeting-houses,  in  which 
public  worshi])  is  held  alternately.  The  old  house  in  the  South- 
cast  part  of  the  low  n,  w  as  Inillt  nearly  a  century  since.  The  new 
house  in  the  South-west  part  of  the  town,  was  built  about  lliiriy 
vcars  ago.  If  their  location  and  the  view  s  of  the  peo])!e  would 
allow  of  the  use  of  one  house  only,  it  would  conduce  greatly  to 
ih.eir  prosperity  to  meet  statedly,  on  the  Subbalh,  at  one  place.-- 

The  First  CoNf.nr.cATioNAi,  Ciii  ik  h  in  Fall  Rivir,  \sa«:  or- 
ganized, at  the  dwelling  house  of  Dea.  Ivlchani  Durfee.  by  a  Coun- 
cil, convened  for  the  purpose,  January  9ih,  ISlG.f  A  confession 
of  faith  and  forni  of  covenant,  was  adopted,  embracing  the  leading 
evangr'lieal  doctrines  of  grace  and  rides  of  christian  fellowship, 

♦Tlieicisa  Iiaplist  Cliurcli  wii'.j  .i  mcctiiif^-house,  in  llie  irouili-cnsl  part  of 
Ti\crlOM,  wliici;  has  rxi.ittil  some  scvetitv  year<.  'J'licre  U  aI.«o  n  llapli>t  (  hurcli 
and  u  iiitelin^-hoiiso,  built  m  ii^OT  or  near  llowlaiul's  HriiJgf;  boili  tirwhich 
liavc  Ix-'Cii  supplicil  vvllli  pa>lorj  a  l;ir^o  |ijilioii  of  lli<i  Uiiic  'I'horo  i>  aUo  ;i 
I'rioiiiN'  nicoling-liousf,  will)  a  small  coiigre^jalioii,  lialf  a  niilc  North  of  thf 
Bridj;t*.  ilut  1  rt-^rel  lhat  I  have  not  ohlaiiuHl  any  ^ory  definite  and  full  mroruia- 
lioii  ol'ciliior  of  lh.j>c  coMgrc^alion-?. 

t  Thr  council  w.is  composed  of  ih'^  foliowinj;  niini-^:ois,  to  wit  :  —  K(  \.  M.-irn 
i^heplierd,  Lil'.h>L'w:>ipLon  ;  Krv.  'riiomiis  Aiidro?,  Ilrrklry;  Krv.  ^yUcsicr 
ilolrncj,  Ncvv-i'cdroid;  and  Kcv.  licnjrinun  U'hilniorc,  Tutrloti. 
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taught  by  the  apostles  and  advocated  by  the  IicTurniers  of  the  ICdi 
century,  and  b\'  ilie  orthodox  Fathers  of  ■\ew-Encbnd.  The 
church  when  formed,  was  composed  of  five  members,  Joseph  Dur- 
fcc  and  his  wife  EHzabeth  Durfec,  Richard  Diufec,  Benjamin  Bray- 
Ion;,  and  AVealdiy  Durfec,  the  wife  of  Charles  Durfee,  E^^q.  Eliz- 
abeth Durfec  died  [May  lOdi,  1317,  ai/t.-d  G:j  to  a  day.  IL'nja- 
min  Bray  ton  died  Dec.  9l!i,  l?-20.  Leaving  no  children,  he  be- 
queathed the  iiiOit  of  his  properly  t(j  this  church,  to  be  held  in  tru^t 
by  the  Deacons  as  a  permanent  fimd  f  )r  the  support  of  the  minis- 
try.* The  other  three  original  members,  still  survive,  and  two  of 
them  are  present  with  us  this  day.  For  about  seven  years  afier 
the  church  was  organized,  they  had  neither  a  house  for  public  w  or- 
ship, nur  a  settled  Pastor.  But  from  the  tiiri(^  of  iheir  organiza- 
tion, they  met  regulail}'  on  the  Sal)bath  f  >r  pulolic  worbhip.  V\  hen 
ihey  were  destitute  of  preaching,  they  read  sermons  and  conducted 
the  dc\otional  exercises  themselves,  and  evidfutly  enjoyed  the 
presence  and  favor  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  being  of  one  heart  and 
soul,  were  comforted  and  multiplied.  A  portion  of  the  time,  (prob- 
ably more  than  iwo-thirds  of  it.)  they  had  preaching  through  the 
■(lid  of  Missionary  Societies  ;  to  which  were  added  their  own  }  caily 
contributions.  The  missionaries  by  whom  they  were  supplied, 
were  the  Rev.  IMessrs.  John  Sanford,  James  Hubbard,  Aniasa 
Smith,  Reuben  Torrey,  C.  1 1.Wicliols,  Curtis  Coo,  Sanuiel  \V. 
Colburn,  Moses  Osborne,  Isaac  Jones,  Seih  Chapin,  Silas  Shores, 
Otis  J^ane  and  I^oring  D.  Dewey;  and  perhaps  others,  w  ho.-e 
names  1  have  not  ascertained.  During  that  [)criod,  a  Sabbath 
school,  of  more  than  100  persons,  w  as  gathered,  and  conducte  d  by 
members  of  the  church ;  and  a  l^enevolent  Society,  composed  of 
self-denying  and  devout  women,  was  formed  and  went  intn  active 
operation  ;  w  hose  <^reat  object  w  as  to  collect  jtiipil.:  fur  the  Sabbath 
School,  and  to  provide  clothing  for  all  that  neeiled  help.  Tiiis  So- 
ciety still  exists,  and  labors  w  ith  all  the  nxsline>s  and  vigor  of  its 
earliest  days.  It  has  wofi  and  w  edded  mnny  to  the  Sabbath  school . 
clothing  them  when  necessary,  and  doing  it  l-y  liieir  own  weekly 
manual  labor :  and  some  of  those  thus  won  and  w  edded  to  the 
school  and  clothc<l  with  bodily  garments,  have  been  won  and  w  t  d- 


♦This  fund  now  ainouDls  loaboQl  $4000. 
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ded  to  Jesin  Christ  and  cloihud  widi  the  gaimcnts  of  salvation. — 
Among  thtiii  is  a  youni,^  man  lately  liccn-ed  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
and  now  profe-isor  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  in  one  of 
our  most  prominent  American  Colleges-.  Verily,  upon  xh'ii  sister 
band  will  come  the  blessing  of  souls  ready  to  perish.  They  will 
not  be  forgotten  before  liim,  who  promises  that  he  who  gives  a  cup 
of  cold  water  only,  in  the  name  of  a  disciple,  shall  in  no  wise  lose 
his  reward."  Hut  thou'^h  the  church  uer^'  v  iihout  a  house  and 
without  a  settled  pastor,  tiiey  were  not  without  a  kkkuksiiing  from 
the  presence  of  llie  Lord.  During  the  fir^t  three  yearij  after  their 
organization,  there  were  added  to  the  church,  chieny  by  rRorcss- 
lON,  thirty  members  ;  among  whom  were  only  four  mamis.  Of 
these  four  brelliren,  three  still  survive.  The  other  was  Thomas  K. 
Durfec,  a  son  of  one  of  the  five  orifrinal  members.  This  excel- 
lent youm;  man.  panting  fur  knowledge,  and  for  the  blessedness  of 
proclaiming  a  Savi(3ui"s  love  to  his  perishing  fellow  men,  pursued  a 
course  of  classical  study,  and  graduated  with  reputation,  at  Hrow  n 
Uni\"ersity  in  the  year  lS-2-1;  after  Nshieh  he  read  'I'licolcigv,  in  a 
regular  course  at  Andover  :  was  licenseil  to  preach  the  G'o^pel, 
and  went  to  iMissouri  as  a  ^Missionary.  There  he  found  a  field  of 
usefulness  to  the  cultivation  of  which,  lii^  intellect  and  his  heart 
were  adinlrahly  ndnjif^'d.  And  tiiough  his  ministerial  career  was 
short,  it  was  bright  and  blessed.  In  bis  preaching,  his  j)T:toi-al  la- 
bors, and  his  daily  life,  he  seems  with  I*;iul  detenmned  to  know 
nothing  but  Jesus  Christ  antl  him  cruciGLvl."  He  died  at  St. 
Charles,  i^Jissouri,  July  15,  KS].'>,  aged  '3\l,  greatly  lamented,  both 
by  th(^  friends  oi  \\\^  youth,  in  his  native  place,  an-  by  a  numerous 
circle  at  the  \N'est. 

While  this  clinrcli  wa-  without  a  house  for  public  worship,  their 
meetings  were  held  sometimes  rt  private  houses — sometimes  in  a 
large  store-room — sometimes  in  t!^e  only  school-house  ifi  the  place, 
and  occasionally  in  tlic  hue  meeting-house  ;  an  edifice  placed  on 
the  line,  between  the  Stali\^  of  .Massachusetts  and] Rhode-Island, 
and  erected  in  17iH.  by  the  various  denominations  living  in  ihr 
region  in  both  States,  as  a  house  comniun  to  all — controlled  by  none. 

Bein:,'  lirently  tried  for  the  want  of  a  place  for  public  meetings, 
thechuivh,  e:ir])  in  1519,  after  much  rejection  and  prayer,  took 
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incipient  measures  for  building  a  house  of  worship.  They  were 
few  and  feeble  ;  they  were  in  ilje  midst  of  a  people,  many  of  w  horn 
''feared  not  God,"  nor  regarded  iiis  Sabbaths,  nor  his  ordinances;  but 
weak  as  they  were  in  men  and  means,  they  trusted  in  the  I>jrd,  and 
resolved  to  proceed  to  erect  a  Irouse,  where  they  and  tla-ir  children 
might  meet  to  pay  their  vows.  At  that  time,  there  was  not  a  huu>e 
for  public  worshij),  for  any  denomination  in  the  town  of  Fall  River ; 
nor  had  there  ever  been  one  since  the  town  was  incorporated  in 
1803,  except  the  sliattered  remains  of  the  old  house  built  in  1711, 
and  standing  within  a  few  rods  of  the  north  li.:e  of  the  tow  n,  w  hich 
were  not  entirely  removed  till  about  the  year  161*2  or  '11  ;  and  the 
Indian  meeting-hou:>e  east  ofiiio  North  ^Vatup])a  ])und.  The  first 
measure  pursued  by  the  church,  was  to  see  how  much  cuuld  be 
raised  among  themselves  ;  which  did  u(){  exceed  GOO  dollars.  Their 
next  step  was  to  make  known  tlieir  condilion  to  benevolent  individ- 
uals and  wealthy  churches  abroad.  From  this  latter  source,  they 
ultimately  realized  about  three  hundi-ed  dollars.  \Vitli  these  scan- 
ty means,  (two  yeai-s  having  been  consumed  in  preparat;un,)  they 
proceeded,  in  1S21  and  '22,  to  the  erection  of  a  neat,  commodious 
House  of  Worship,  45  feet  in  length  by  feet  in  breadth,  with  a 
vestry  undernealh  :  which  was  dedicated  in  Febniary.  1>"23.'^^ — 
This  was  the  second  meeting-house  built  in  Fall  Jliwr;  the 
Friends  having  built  a  small  house  for  w  oi>liipin  1^21. 

An  Ecclesiastical  Congregational  Society  was  formed  in  1-^20, 
and  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  ]'\  b.  1  .^2 1  .j  The  church  and 
society  being  organized,  and  furnished  widi  a  sanctuary,  harmoni- 
ously united  in  the  call  of  their  first  Pastor,  ihc  Rev.  Augustus  D. 
Reed,  who  was  ordained  and  installed  July  2d,  1>2:).4:  Tiie  sal- 
ary \ctcd  to  Mv.  Reed  was  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  year. 
At  the  time  of  his  settlement,  the  church  was  composed  of  about 
33  members.  During  his  ministry  of  two  years  and  one  month, 
there  were  eleven  added  to  the  church,  j)rin.-ipal!y  by  letier.  Mr. 

*Ucv.  Samuel  Austin,  1)  D.  of  Newport,  preaclioJ  the  dedication  i-errnon. 

i  The  cxciteiJieiil  >v!iicli  nro^e  in  i!ie  town,  in  con>e'iu»'ncc  of  this  act  of  incor- 
poration, .<oon  5pent  itself  by  its  own  wannlli,  and  ultimately  did  no  liarni  to 
thin  Society. 

\  Mr.  Heed  was  llio  son  of  Dea.  r.lij.ili  Ueod  of  Rrliobotli.  11.-  -radoat.-d  nl 
r.rown  L'niversily,  1S21,  and  studied  Theology  in  hu  native  town,  wjih  Itcv.  O 
Thompson. 
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Reed  was  dismissed  in  regular  standine,.  Au^ru-'t  3d,  Hea- 
gain  scided  July  19tli,  ] 8:2(3,  in  \Varc,  Mass. ;  wlicre,  during 
twelve  years  lie  labored  faithfully  and  successfully  ;  and  closed  bU 
life,  serenely,  Sept.  30,  183S,  aged  39  years. 

After  tlie  dismission  of  Mr.  Reed,,  this  people  were  destitute  of 
a  pastor,  till  the  autumn  of  the  followini:  year,  when  the  Cimrch 
and  Society  j)rcsentcd  a  unanimous  call  to  the  Rev.  Thomas  M. 
Smith  to  become  their  pastor,  offorin'^  a  s:ilary  of  600  dollars.* — 
He  accepted  tlie  call,  and  was  installed  Nov.  1st,  IS'^G.f 

Soon  after  ^Ir.  Smith's  ministry  commenced,  the  Lord  in  j^rcat 
mercy  revived  his  work  amoni;  this  people,  and  in  1 3-27,  fifty-nine 
were  added  (princi[)ally  hv  profe.')Sion)  to  the  church.  His  minis- 
try continued  four  years  and  a  half,  dming  which  eiirhty-nine  were 
added  to  the  church.  lla\in[;  received  a  call  to  the  Church  in 
Catskill,  N.  York,  'Mv.  Smith  was  dismissed  in  good  standing,  A- 
pril  27th,  1831.  In  1>39,  he  was  dismissed  from  Catslvill,  having 
received  a  call  to  the  iXorth  Conf^regational  Church  in  New-l^od- 
ford,  of  w  hich  ho  is  now  the  colleague  )Kistor. 

In  lS-27,  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Smith's  ministry,  an  addition  of 
twenty-five  feet  was  made  to  the  lonpth  of  the  meeting-house. 

Only  two  Sabbatlis  passed  after  ?dr.  Smidi's  labors  closed  here, 
before  the  labors  of  the  ))resent  pastor  commenced  May  2*2d.  1831. 
To  him  also  the  church  -presented  a  unanimous  call  to  settle  with 
them  in  the  ministry,  with  the  oficr  of  a  salary  of  700  dollars  ;t — 
whi'-h  was  accepted,  antl  111-.  Iii-lallation  took  place  Jul}  Ti!!.  1^31.|| 
In  thecal!  and  settlement  of  each  of  their  pastors,  the  Church  and 
Society  have  acted  as  di-tinct  and  sei»arate  bodies,  (the  church  act- 
ing fir.^t ;)  and  yet  they  ha\  e  harinoniuu-ly  co-opf^rated  :  and  de- 
ser\e  commendation  for  their  unanimity,  and  their  uniluriii  adhcr- 
ance  to  sound,  protestant,  congregational  principle^. 

*  Mr.  Smith  is  llio  son  of  K^v,  Dariif!  Sinitli,  of  Stamford  Conn. .  nnd  pr.iduat- 
cd  al  Vale  Collc:;e,  ISlii.  11<:  studic'l  Tiicology  at  .Andovcr,  jr.d  was  settled  ot 
l'orll:iiiil,  !\Ic.,  |)rcviou=i  to  hi-;  installation  li-  rr. 

t  I  liave  not  been  abltMo  obtain  a  list  of  ili  .-  iritMnltors  of  tlio  Council.-i  tliat  in- 
slalli'd  Mc-<«r.s.  Reed  and  Snjitb. 

4  In  1831,  200  doll-?,  were  ad<l'.'d  to  the  sal.jry,  and  100  dolKs.  mor.'  in  1S;}(]. 

II  The  (,'ouncil  calltd  for  the.  In-ilallaliun  of  the  prrst  nl  Taylor,  wa^  conipot.cJ 
of  ill*'  fiillowiii:;  lii-liop-:  and  lirio::  il'*-* : 

llcv.  l>a-ilU'^  Mallby  of 'I'aur.ton  (whooMrrrd  tli'-  tir-t  junyrr.)C?.  d'oih'rrv.  Dol. 
Abel  Mcnwen  "  N.  London  (who  prcachcJ  tlii>  sermon  );\iiJrcw  M.  I  rnik.  " 
VII 

k.  , 

C  fli  C  A  ^.^  O 


50 


In  the  full  of  1831,  the  IIoIy-GIiOil  was  poarcd  again  upon  this 
flock,  and  before  the  year  l?3-2  closed,  sixiy-oiie  (ten  by  leiicr) 
were  added  to  the  churcli.  The  coni^rciraiion  having  cuiigrown 
the  first  House  of  worsliip,  this  sacred  Temple  was  erected  in  1S31 
and  '3-2.  Its  length,  (including  the  Portico,)  is  eighiy-fivc  feet — 
its  breadth  sixty-five.  On  the  lower  tluor,  there  are  118  pews. — 
The  cost  of  the  house  and  lot  (not  including  the  or^an*)  wi..s  about 
1G,000  dollars.  This  house  was  di  dlcated  to  God,  the  Father, 
Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  iVuv.  2 1st,  ;  un  which  occasion,  the 

pastor  preached  from  Haggai  iid  chap.,  9ih  verse,  iind  wa:>  assisted 
in  the  devotional  services  by  several  of  his  brethren  in  the  ministry. 

In  1834,  the  work  of  the  Lord  was  once  more  revived,  and  dur- 
ing thai  year  forty-nine  were  added  to  the  church.  Again  in  1636 
lliGf  Holy  Spirit  descended  with  great  power,  and  during  that  year 
one  hundred  and  nine  were  added  to  the  church.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  1840,  God  visited  tiiis  people  once  more  with  the  special 
eflusions  of  his  Spirit,  and  during  that  year  sixty-.^cven,  all  but  two 
by  profession,  were  gatliered  into  the  church.  Thus  since  the  firsi 
of  JaEiuary,  1827,  there  have  been  five  seasons  of  sp.rial  rtn  ival  in 
this  congregation  ;  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-six  have  been  ad- 
ded to  the  church,  since  the  installation  of  the  present  pastor. 
Sitice  July  1831,  the  sacrament  of  die  Turd's  Supper  has  been  ad- 
ministered fifty-eight  times  ;  at  forty-five  of  which,  additions  have 
been  made  to  the  church.  Days  for  jjraycr  and  fasting  have  been 
.  set  apart  repeatedly  by  this  church,  from  its  earliest  ycai^  to  the 
present  time  ;  and  the  great  Head  of  the  church  has  evldmlly  jnit 
his  blessing  upon  these  seasons.  The  wonders  which  the  grace  of 
God  has  wrought  in  behalf  of  this  llock,  are  too  many  to  be  recount- 
ed in  this  brief  sketch,  and  yet  they  are  too  great  and  mighty  to  be 

Thomas  Andros  "  Rrrkley  (wlio  ofTered  llie  install  ins  prayer,)  Del. 
"  ?ani'l  Nott  1)  D.  Franklin  Ct.  (who  was  inod'Ta'or  and  «iv«?llio  charge,) 
"  Tho's  T.  Waterman"  IVovidonce  (who^avctho  ri::ht  hand, )  Dca.  J.  Cad-  " 
"  Richard  S.  Storrs  "  nraintre.?  (who  addrVs-cil  iho  [►!'<>|.lc,)  Asa  Trrnrh  *' 
"  Trtislon  Cnminin23  "  Piglilon  (w  ho  olit'red  ihn  lust  j»ra> er, )  f)ra.  (J.  r.ahbitt  ** 
"  Alvan  Cobb  "  \\'c-4  Taunton  (w1j3  was  scribe,)  Lorenzo  Lincoln  '* 
''StctsoQ  Raymond  "  rrcelowo,  Dca.  Ilrrjinu-  Ljrl 

Lebanon,  Conn.  .\  ;iios  ro\\  lor  ** 
Ii<}i(il)Oth,  Draron  I'.linli  RrrJ  " 
*  The  organ  was  buill  by  the  Mcrf^ra.  Hooks  of  Ronton  in  1S3j,  and  cost  about 
$2000. 
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passed  unnoticed.  Verily  the  arm  ofihc  Lord  hath  been  rovcalod 
in  the  midst  of  us ;  and  the  language  of  tlie  prophet,  "  a  little  one 
shall  become  a  thousand,  and  a  small  one  a  strong  nation  ;  I  the 
Ix)rd  will  hasten  it  in  his  time,"  is  applicable  to  the  lilstor)'  of  this 
congregation.  Let  us  set  up  our  Ebcnczer  stone  to-day,  as  did 
Samuel  the  j)rophet,  sayini',  hliherto  haih  ilie  I^rd  helped  us." 
And  let  us  nc\  cr  fail  to  uiier  the  c:y  of  David,  "  A'ot  unto  us,  O 
Ix)rd,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name,  give  glory,  for  thv  mercy 
and  thy  truth  sul^c." 

The  whole  number  received  to  this  church,  is,  original  members 
five— previous  to  Mr.  Reed's  installation,  thirty — during  liis  minis- 
try, eleven — during  IMr.  Smith's  ministry,  eiLdilv-nine — since  the 
present  Pastor's  installation,  three  luimhed  diirtv-six — total  fuur 
hundred  seventy-one.  Of  the  whole  number,  t\\  euiv-thnje  only 
(if  I  am  correctly  informed)  have  died.  Eii'litCL-n  ha\  e  died  since 
July,  1&31  ;  mostoftliem  firm  in  the  failh  of  Christ,  and  with 
hopes  full  of  immortality.  About  eighty  have  reccivc  l  letters  of 
recomiucndation  and  become  connected  with  churches  to  which 
they  have  removed :  fcir  have  been  excommunicated;  and  three 
hundred  sixty-four  are  now  members  ;  about  forty  of  whom,  are  non- 
residents. There  are  now  about  two  hundred  seventy  families 
connected  w  iih  this  coiicrregation.  1  have  ba])tizcd  one  hundred 
fifty-eight  adults,  and  ouo  huiidred  fifly-three  ch'lciitn,  total  oil 
fifty  adults  and  eighty-six  children  were  baptlz-d  by  my  predeces- 
sors— total  baptisms  fuur  hundred  forty-se\  en.  Since  my  connec- 
tion with  this  peo{)le,  I  have  i.'iarrici.l  one  hunched  l\\ enly-eiidit 
couple,  an  average  of  about  thirteen  couple  a  year.* 

During  the  la-t  ten  years,  the  other  evangelical  churches  in  this 
place  have  shared  largely  also,  in  the  effusions  of  the  Holy  Spirit ; 
and  tliou[rli  I  am  not  able  to  state  the  definite  number  of  hopeful 
conversions  to  God  in  this  village  Nsithin  this  period,  1  think  it  may 
safely  be  estimated  at  more  than  one  thousand.  "  What  hath  God  , 
wrought !" 

It  has  already  been  mentioned  that  a  Sabbath  school,  was  or- 
ganized in  the  early  years  of  this  church.     This  Institution  has 


•  For  several  ycara  pa?l,  the  aiiuu-i  nutubcr  of  marriagra  in  ihij  lown,  hi% 
been  about  eLxty-five  couple 
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been  continued  with  growing  numbers  and  increasing  usefulness  to 
the  present  time  ;  and  during  ten  yeai*s  past,  it  is  not'  recollected 
that  the  Sahljadi  school  has  fiiled  of  being  assembled,  for  a  single 
Subhuth  ;  nor  has  the  pulpit  been  unsupplied  for  a  single  half  day, 
in  that  time.  In  the  suninier  of  IP  10,  the  number  actually  pres- 
ent at  the  Sabbath  school,  at  one  time,  exceeded  five  hundred. — 
And  die  average  number  jiresent,  during  the  summer  of  that  year, 
was  from  four  to  five  hundred.  The  whole  number  belonging  to 
the  school  in  1810,  was  about  six  huudrcii  and  fifiy.  The  instruc- 
tions given  in  the  school,  have  been  greatly  blessed  of  God.  In 
every  revival  wiUi  which  Uiis  peof)le  have  been  visited,  the  Sab- 
badi  school  has  largely  shared.  Aearly  half  of  tho-e  added  to  t!ic 
church  in  1810,  were  previously  members  of  the  Sabbath  school. 
A  similar  remark  applies  to  all  })revious  revivals.  AVe  hope  th.e 
time  is  near,  w  hen  the  w  hole  congregation,  indeed  the  whole  com- 
munity, will  bo  connected  with  the  Sabbath  school. 

In  this  sketch  of  our  Ecclesiastical  History,  1  must  not  omit  a 
brief  notice  of  the  early  benefactions  of  oUiers  bestowed  uj)on  this 
people,  nor  of  die  later  benefictions  of  this  people  bestowed  upon 
others.  ^Mention  has  already  been  made  of  early  aid  fioiu  Mission- 
ary Societies.  In  1817,  die  Mass.  ]\li<s.  Society  \oicd  80  dollars 
—in  1818,  G-1  dollars— in  1819,  lUO  dollars— in  18-20,  9'6  dollars 
— in  1821,  48  dollars — and  in  182-2,  80  dollai-s.  Vov  a  number 
of  years,  aid  was  received  from  tiie  avails  of  the  parsonage,  formerly 
occupied  by  Rev.  Mr.  Brcll,  amounting  in  all  to  about  .300  dollars. 
In  July,  1822,  die  Society  for  promoting  christian  kiiowlcdae,  of- 
fered this  church  500  dollars,  on  condition  that  tiny  would  set- 
tle a  minister.  The  ofler  uas  at  first  declined,  but  the  next  year, 
on  the  settlement  of  [Mr.  Reed,  was  acceptCLl ;  and  for  two  vi'ars. 
a  proportional  jiart  of  thai  sum  was  rccei\  ed.  As  ^Ir.  Reed  was 
then  dismissed,  I  am  unable  to  determine  whrllier  die  remainder 
was  received  or  not.  In  the  years  182(5-7—^  and  *.>.  100  dollars 
a  year  v.ere  received  from  the  ^lass.  ^li.-s.  Society.  Afier  this, 
the  church  and  society  were  able  to  stand  alone  Thus  for  ten  or 
twelve  years  the  pecuniary  resources  of  this  chinch  and  congrcL'a- 
tion  were  supplied  in  part  by  the  friends  of  Home  Missions  abroad  ; 
without  which,  the  ordinances  of  tiie  go-pel,  in  all  probability,  would 
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not  have  been  sustained  in  tliis  congregation  ;  and  lor  whicli,  many 
thanks  are  due  to  God,  and  the  benevolent  wlio  afibrded  their  time- 
ly assistanee.  Since  l  no  aid  has  been  received  from  abroad  ; 
but  on  the  other  hand  aid  has  been  freely,  I  may  say  liberally,  im- 
parted toothers.  In  183*2,  the  church  voted  to  make  collections 
six  times  a  year;  i.  e.  once  in  two  months  for  the  various  promi- 
nent o])jects  of  benevolence  ;  to  wit,  Forei^m  and  Home  Missions, 
the  Sabhatli  School,  'JVact,  Bible,  and  Education  So-.-icties. 
The  following  year  the  vole  was  repeated,  and  at  lciii:ih  this  was 
settled  as  the  course  of  armual  operations;  and  in  everv  instance, 
when  the  time  has  arrived,  for  an  effort  in  brhalf  of  a  pjrlicular 
cause,  a  collection  has  been  made,  and  usually  with  good  success. 
And  I  believe  it  may  be  truly  said,  that  man}'  among  us  rje  cheer- 
ful benefactoi^,,  and  have  learned  ''that  it  is  truly  more  blessed  to 
give  than  to  receive."  * 

Since  this  church  was  organized  ei'jht  brethren  have  sustained 
llic  ofhce  of  13cacon  :  all  of  whom  still  survive,  and  all  but  two  of 
whom  were  inducted  into  ollice  according  to  Apostolic  rule,  by 
prayer  and  the  laying  on  of  han(ls.|  I'ive  of  them,  having  remov- 
ed from  town,  resignetl  their  office,  and  there  are  only  three  dea- 
cons of  the  church  at  the  present  time,  t 

In  1S20,  I  have  before  stated,  then^  was  no  meeting  house  ii> 
this  village,  except  the  one  which  stood  on  the  State  line.  Thar 
has  since  been  taken  down,  and  eleven  others  have  been  erected  ; 
three  of  w  hich,  having  been  found  too  small.  ha\  e  been  converted 
to  other  uses.    Eight  of  the  elL\  (Mi  are  siill  in  use  ;  mosi  of  llicm 

•  Within  ten  years  this  church  and  congregation  have  contrihutcd  to  vnr-.. ii* 
object^;  of  ch;  i^lian  boncvoloiicd  v.iorc  than  four  tinier  the  auicunl  of  all  tl.n 
they  ever  received,  while  in  llteir  weakness, 
t  The  names  of  the  deacons  are  .-i-  f.)ll«>wi  : — 

r.leetcd.  Rc<;igiird 
Sylvester  C.  Allen,  October  17,  1S21  March  IG.  J-3.> 

Richard  Durfic,  December  1,  1S23 

Matthew  C.  Durfeo.  August  19,  1S3.3  S.  pt.  I'J.  IS".' 

IJenjatuin  S.  r.ourne,         Dccetiiber  1  6,  1833        .May  IP,  l^Ji- 
David  Anthony,  October  20,  lS:u 

^^amue!  I..  \Vhii)plc,  August  1">,  lS3r,  Nov'r  3,  1  i.t^ 

Lcander  J*.  I.ov.-ll  do      "  do 

Philip  K.  iW.niielt,  November  l-J,  ISGO        Sept.  IS,  1C:17 

t  It  H  u  noticeable  fact  ihnt  no  Deacon  of  this  church  h:i^  departed  lh«.H  Ijo  :-- 
and  also,  that  no  .Mmi-^tf*r,  of  our  d'.iion.iDhlion,  nor,  >o  fir  ns  I  am  informed,  pf 
any  denominntioo,  ha«  died  in  the  town  ?inc«i  it  wa^  incorporuiid. 
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are  large,  and  all  of  iliem  are  neat,  substaiilial,  commodious  struc- 
tures for  public  wor.-liip. 

There  are  now  in  tins  village  eleven  congregations.  The  stat- 
istics of  their  history  will  he  given,  on  the  authority  of  their  own 
minisKii^,  or  other  leading  members. 

The  Friends  commenced  public  worship  here  m  1819.  Benja- 
min Buflhigtori,  who  is  one  of  our  oldest  citizens,  was  then,  and 
continues  to  he  their  minister.  Their  first  meeting-house  was  built 
in  1821.  It  was  removed,  and  their  present  house  was  erected  in 
1836.  They  have  one  hundrcil  and  tliirty-four  mrmbers,  and  fo.-ty 
families. 

The  statistics  of  the  Congregational  Cliurrh  and  Sociciv,  hav- 
ing been  already  given,  need  not  be  repeated. 

The  ]ja prist  Church  was  organised  in  17S1  ;  and  was  located 
at  the  Narrows,  two  miles  East  of  this  village ;  where  their  first 
mceling-liousc  stood.  Ii  was  cvMrA  ilie  Seciiiid  l>:t{)ii-t  Chmrh  in 
Tiverton,  till  16:25  ;  when  the  church  and  coiii:regalion  removed 
to  the  village  ;  since  which,  the  church  has  taken  the  name  of  the 
First  Baptist  Cliurcli  in  i'all  lviv<  r.  'i'licir  fir-l  meeting-lioase  in 
the  viUage,  was  erected  in  lS-28,  and  occupied  till  last  year  ;  when 
their  present  house  was  built,  and  dedicated  Sept.  1(5,  IS  IO.  They 
number  275  families,  and  (103  communicanLs  ;  a  portion  of  their 
communicants  reside  in  the  region  around  this  village.  Their  So- 
ciety was  incorporated  June,  1^31.  Tliey  have  enjoyed  the  la- 
bors of  four  regular  pastors;  Ilev.  M<^«:srs.  Amos  Hurrouirhs,  Job 
Borden,  l^radlc}-  ]\Iincr  ;ind  A-a  lircn-on,  tlie  present  p:i-tor. 
They  have  had  two  assistant  pastors;  .Messrs.  James  J5oomei  luui 
A.  A.  Ross  ;  both  of  whom  were  assistant-^  to  Mr.  Borden  ;  who 
was  entirely  blind  for  forty  years,  anfl  dunie^  his  whole  ininl-lry. 
Their  Sabbath  School  in  the  village,  nuinliei"s  (517  ; — the  average 
attendance  in  IS  10,  was  '115. 

The  ^letliodist  Church  w  as  formed  in  h^  Ji).  Their  fir>t  meet- 
ing-house was  built  in  1^-27,  and  dedicated  in  December  of  that 
year.  Their  present  liou.se  was  built  in  b"-3i).  and  dedicated  in 
Febniary,  IS  10.  Their  Society  was  incori)orat<  tI  J;!nuary, 
They  have  had  eleven  ministers;  namely,  Kcv.  M(  v^rs.  N.  B. 
Spalding,  E.  T.  Taylor,  E.  Blake,  1\  Web!.,  I.  M.  Bidwcll,  S.  B. 
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Hascall,  M.  Staples,  J.  Fillmore,  II.  Brownson,  P.  Crandall  and 
J.  Bonney,  their  present  pastor.  They  niunhcr  2-^5  conHuuni- 
cants  and  100  famihcs.  Tlicir  Sabbath  School  miml)crs  220, 
and  the  average  attendance  for  1610,  was  about  IGO. 

The  Christian  ('hurch  was  organized  April,  lS-20.  Tlieir 
house  was  built  in  1831,  and  dedicated  September  2C.'of  that  year. 
Their  Society  was  incorposatcd  June,  iS.jl.  They  have  had 
eight  ministers,  to  wit  ;  Rev.  Messrs.  Joshua  V.  Himes,  Benjamin 
Taylor,  II.  Taylor,  Jamc^  Taylor,  Simon  Clough,  Mr.  Lane,  A. 
G.  Cummings  and  Jonaliian  Thompson,  who  has  IcTi  within  a 
few  day^;.  The  number  of  members  in  full  communion  is  426, 
and  of  families  140.  Their  Sabbath  School  numbtis  2G  1.  and  the 
average  attendance  for  1840,  was  170. 

The  IJnilarian  Society  was  inccr])oratcd  }ilarch,  lc32.  They 
purchased  and  occu]»icd  the  rneeting-housc,  formerly  belonging  to 
the  Congregational  Church  ;  and  their  first  minister.  Rev.  George 
W.  Briggs,  was  installed  Sept.  24,  1834.  lie  was  dismis«:cd, 
November,  1837.  Rev.  A.  C.  L.  Arnold  v.  as  installed  March 
23,  1840.  Their  present  meeting-hou^c  was  built  in  1831,  and 
dedicated  January  28,  1835.  Their  present  number  of  communi- 
cants is  thirty — and  of  families  ninety-five.  Their  Sabbatii  School 
numbers  100,  and  the  average  attendance  for  1810,  was  oO. 

The  Episcopal  Church  was  organized  July  15,  1S3G,  and  is 
called  The  Chinch  of  the  Ascension."  Their  Society  was  in- 
corporated in  1837.  Two  ministers  have  labored  statedly  with 
them;  Rev.  ]-*.  H.  CJreenlcaf;  and  their  present  minister.  Rev. 
George  M.  Randall,  whose  labors  commenced  July.  1838.  Tiiey 
have  purchased  the  house  lately  occupied  bv  the  Baptist  Ciiurch, 
which  was  consecrated  August,  1810.  Tiiev  number  GO  mem- 
bers in  communion,  antl  40  families.  Their  Sabljath  School  has 
130,  and  an  average  atlcndnnce  of  al)out  100. 

Tile  Associate  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  in  August, 
1837.  They  have  no  mini-icr,  and  no  meeting-house,  end  for 
some  time  past,  have  discontimiCLl  jiublic  worsliip,  or  met  only  or- 
casionally. 

The  Catholics,  who  are  chirll\-  Iri-h  immigrant5,  have  a  house 
for  worship,  which  was  built  in  1 830-7.  They  number  about  1  10 
families,  and  from  200  to  220  in  their  Sabbath  school. 
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In  March,  1910,  a  Univcrsalist  Socieiy  was  fonned,  lx.*Ionging 
to  which  are  '21  members,  35  families,  and  35  Sahhaih  s<:liool 
teachers  and  puj)i]s.  They  have  no  school  in  the  winter.  No 
cliurch  is  fornied.  They  have  had  preachin^^  the  year  past,  but 
now  ihcy  lia\  c  no  stated  preacher,  and  no  meeting-house. 

There  are  tliree  fainllit's  residini^  here,  who  arc  connected  with 
the  New- Jerusalem  Church  in  Bridjzewaier.  Thev  commenced 
holding  meetings  at  a  private  house  in  1839;  and  still  continue 
ihem. 

Thus  while  three  or  four  of  the  Coiif^regalions  in  ih'\>  \  )ilagc,  arc 
small  ;  most  of  ihc  others  are  large;  and  tliey  are  com])oscd  of  a 
young,  intcll'geiit  and  enterprising  ])0})u!aliun.  From  the  forego- 
ing statistics,  it  appears,  that  the  number  of  members,  in  eight  of  the 
cliurches,  is  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy  -':ve  ;  and  tliat 
the  number  of  families  noniinall)  eoimected  v  ldi  the  eleven  con- 
gregations, is  one  thousand  uno  hundred  and  leu.  This  is  nearly 
equal  to  the  whole  number  of  families  in  the  village  and  vicinity. 
Most  of  the  families  among  us,  consider  themscKes  as  nominally 
connected  w  lih  some  congregation  ;  though  maii\ ,  (it  i<  believed, 
not  less  than  -200  families)  rarely,  if  ever,  attend  public  wor>hij). 

It  appears  moreover,  that  2-231  are  enrolled  in  the  .several  Sab- 
bath schools;  and  tliat  the  aggregate  average  atlcndancc  in  them, 
is  1573. 

It  may  be  added,  that  though  this  ])eoplc  are  (li\  idi"d  into  so 
many  sects, — each  of  which  Is  neither  slow  nor  timid  lo  assert  and 
defend  its  distinctive  doctrinal  peculiarities  ;  yet  perhaps  there  is  no 
town  in  New-England  where  more  general  harmony  prevails,  or 
kinder  neighborhood  intercourse  is  enjoyed  ;  orwheruthc  members 
of diflerent  denomhiations  shaki:  han!)S  moki:  eonoiAUA. 


It  is  lime  to  close  this  discourse.  My  biethivn  and  frieiuh  ;  all 
eardily  things  are  chan(;in(;,  KAOiNr;,  \  AM-iriN<;  away.  One  gen- 
eration 'T^oeth,  and  another  eomelh.  Our  fathei>i ;  where  are 
they  :"  We  shall  presently  follow  them,  and  our  children,  in  turn, 
will  soon  lie  quicdy  in  the  dust,  by  our  side.  In  a  little  while,  we 
shall  walk  these  streets,  and  meet  in  ihe-c  temjiles  no  more. 
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1  have  spoken  of  the  origin — i'hogrf.ss — presknt  condition, 
and  PKOPLi:  of  this  new  and  ihrivin^  place,  liut  noiwiliislandlii;; 
these  ever  falling  waiors  ;  and  ihcse  granite  buildings  ;  and  all  this 
iron  machinery  ;  and  every  thing  that  looks  so  strong  and  perma- 
nent around  us  ; — the  time  may  come  when  this  village  shall  be 
razed  from  its  deepest  foundations.  "^Vherc  aie  the  people  of  form- 
er ages  ?  They  all  sleep  in  the  dust.  AVliere  are  the  mighty  works 
which  their  enterprizc  and  industry  produced  ?  They  have  long 
ago  tumbled  into  ruin.  ^^'lJele  is  Babylon.,  the  glory  of  the  Chal- 
dees'  excellency,"  x^iih  Ikt  broad  walls  and  lofiy  tt-rracesr — 
Where  is  No — [Thebes]  populous  Xo,  with  her  hundred  gates, and 
her  tem})le3  of  massy  stone  ?  Where  is  ?«ineveh,  that  exceeding 
great  city,  of  three  days  journey  about,  w  ith  her  1500  towers  400 
feet  in  height :  They  are  gone — gone  forever — and  the  spots  v  here 
ihey  respectively  stood,  are  hardly  known.  And  what  shall  bo 
the  future  hiiiory  of  this  our  village?  Who  can  ask  this  question? 
Who  of  us  can  anticipate  the  an-^w  er  to  tliis  question,  without  deep 
solicitude?  For  myself — 1  may  be  allowed  to  say  ;  that  having 
spent  ncarl)  ten  years  of  my  lil'e  on  this  spot,  and  in  devoiing  my 
best  energies  to  tlie  service  of  this  people  ;  I  feel  an  intcroi  in  the 
FUTURE  riiosPKJUTV  and  glohv  of  Fall  Rivli:,  fell  for  no  other 
place  on  earth. 

In  conclu.-Ion  llicu,l(n  me  urge  my  beloved  brethren  and  sisters 
in  Christ,  and  tlie  whole  pcoj)lc  of  my  charge,  and  all  my  respect- 
ed neiglibors  of  othe  r  congregations,  ^' to  fear  God  and  keep  his 
connnandnicnts.''  If  the  I^ord  be  honored  ; — if  his  Sabbaths  be 
kept  holy  ; — if  his  word  be  studied  and  obeyed  ; — if  [)rofanil\',  and 
intem})erance,  nud  in',  i.^ice  and  all  immorality  be  put  away  ;  and 
truth,  and  purity  and  piety  prevail  ;  if  the  family  altar  be  set  up 
and  kept  up,  in  ci'r  liou-e.-^ ; — if  our  futlier^  and  mothers,  following 
Jesus  Christ  and  iiim  criu-Ified, 

"  Allure  to  briglilrr  world-s,  and  lead  ihc  way  ;" — 
if  our  '-young  men  and  maidens,''  seek  the  Lord,  and  prai-^e  hi.> 
name; — if  our  children  are  'Mraineil  up  in  the  way  they  should 
go,"  and  consecrate  the  dew  of  their  youth  to  liim  w  ho  re((uiri  s  th.e 
heart ; — then,  this  village  will  grow,  and  live,  and  bo  the  blessed 
dwelling-place  of  many  generations  yet  unborn.    And  beloved,  wc 
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will  cleave  to  the  precious  and  consoling  assurance  that  God,  who 
has  shown  us  lhat  he  is  rich  in  niercy,  will  yet  pour  forih  more  co- 
pious showers  of  guace  ;  and  that  every  soul  in  this  place  may  be 
turned  "  from  the  error  cf  his  ways  to  the  wisdom  of  the  just." — 
You  will  join  me  in  the  jirayer,  ih:it  tiioic  who  are  in  infancy  an  i 
youth,  and  all  who  shall  rl.~e  up  in  our  places,  when  we  are  dead 
and  in  the  dust,  may  serve  God  with  greater  zeal  and  fidelity  than 
we  have  done  ; — and  lhat  the  bright  sun,  which  shall  not  go  down 
for  a  thousand  years,  may  rise  early,  and  shine  wiihoui  a  cloud  up- 
on this  our  goodly  heritage.  Then,  v.  hen  w  e  are  f;onc,  men  more 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  truth  and  pit-iy,  will  occupy  our  places  ; 
and  more  fervent  prayers  than  ours  will  ascend  from  this  favored 
spot.  Then,  these  little  elms  *  that  now  wave  in  the  breeze,  will 
spread  their  majestic  branches,  over  a  jicoplo,  whom  the  Ivin;^'  of 
Zion  will  delight  to  hoiior.  Then,  the  thousands  oflsiael,  while 
they  bow  before  the  throne  of  mercy,  with  a  fervor  of  faith  and  de- 
votion, kindled  by  the  flu.  beams  of  rnillcnial  glory,  will  here  dwell 
in  harmony  and  love;  and  divink  im  lulnci:  will  come  upon 
Fall  Rivkh  "as  the  dew  or  Hermon,  and  as  the  dew  that 

DESCENDED  UPON  THE  MOUNTAINS  OF  ZlON,  WHEIIE  THE  LoKD 
COMMANDED  HUS  BLESSING,  EVEN  LIFE  FOHE VE HMOIIE 


*  Maia  Sueet  was  £ct  wiih  two  rows  ofclini  in  1S40. 
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NOTi:  A— I'AGf:  IG. 

A  lato  writer,  spcaliin^  of  Col.  Clu'.rc!),  says,  "  of  all  llio  Eoglt-h  who  bof* 
cominaiuls  durii'.^  ilie  ii^ajt  Indian  war,  no:.e  was  ii>  luucli  f^jftd,  ^o  rijucli 
ejiecled,  arid  finally  so  tmjcli  bi  lo\cJ,  liy  tliern,  as  \h\i  l.  rr^LiIe  and  Iriurnj.haul 
enemy.  In  conductin;:  sucii  wais,  Iil*  was  uniivalled.;  iho  . nmnv  l»-.\e  bc- 
quircd  inuci)  rtpulalioti,  for  llicir  skill  in  managing  ar;d  i  .,..;  .!^  Indians,  t.ono 
have  exhibilcd  a  gonius  or  an  aptitude  etjual  to  Cliurch.  Auliiony  \\'a>uc  and 
Andrew  JacL^on  have  received  llicir  full  sr.are  of  fjmc,  for  llitjr  skill  and  llicir 
knowledge,  in  directing  the  operationd  of  liii<,  llie  most  dangerous  end  drcadlul 
of  nil  tli'j  r::ode-?  of  war;  but  they  were  never  placed  in  such  perils  and  diiyicullici 
B3  we.'c  encountered  and  dvcrcoinc  by  Ijcnjamin  Cliurcli." 

Bcfijainin  Cliurcii  was  born  at  Duxbiiry ,  1039.  I  ie  married  Alirc  Southworth, 
grand-0;inglit»T  of  the  disliiii;ui>hed  wife  ol'Gov.  Bradford — by  wliom  he  had  Cvo 
sons  and  two  diuidi'er^-.  'i  hewif-of  the  late  Deacou  Sylvester  IJrowucll,  of 
Little  C'otnplon,  was  bis  great-grand-dauj^litcr. 

NOTi:  ])— l»AGi:  IG.    DEKD  OF  THE  FREE.MEN'S  PURCHASE. 

*'  Know  all  men  by  tfic.sc  Tre-cnt.--,  l!;.Tt  we,  Oi>amtquiii ,  Wamsitta,  Tattapa- 
nuin,  natives  inliabliiii^  and  livini^  wiihin  the  ginvrnment  of  \ew-l'Iyniout!i.  in 
Ncw-l'ni.>lan(I.  in  America,  have  bargained,  .sold,  enllolled  and  continued  unlo 
Capt.  James  Cuuwoilh,  Jo^i'.ih  W'inslow,  Constant  Jfoothworili,  Joim  IJarnea, 
John  1'esdalc,  Ilumplircy  Turner,  Walter  llaleli,  Samuel  House,  Saniucl  Jack- 
son, John  Damon,  Mr  'i  imotliy  Ilatherly,  Timothy  I'cster,  Thomas  Southworlh, 
George  W'alson,  .Xatlianid  .Morton,  iiicliard  .Mooii:,  Edmund  ("handler,  ifamuel 
Na.-.h,  Henry  llouiand,  .\Ir  Ualpli  I'atrid^e,  Love  Urewster,  \\'illiai;i  I'aybodio, 
Christopher  Wad^worih,  Ivenclmo  \\'in.«.low,  Thomas  Ilour/ie,  John  \\'ater.7,an, 
the  son  of  Robert  W't  'erman;  and  t!o  l;y  the-e  presents  hariiain,  sell,  enfcoii"and 
confifci  from  us,  oui  iieirs,  unto  James  Cudworlli,  Josiah  W'inslow,  Sec.  and 
tiicir  heirs,  all  the  tract  of  upland  and  meadow  !}  ini:  on  the  ea^^lei  ly  .■>ide  of 'J'aun- 
ton  river,  beginning  or  bout.di'd  toward  the  .sout!),  with  the  river  called  the  Falls 
or  Quequechand,  and  so  extending  itself  northerly  until  it  comes  to  a  little  brook, 
called  by  the  Engli.^h  by  the  name  of  Slacey's  Creek,  v.-liich  brook  is^ucJ  out  of 
the  woods  into  the  marsh  or  buy  of  .Assonet,  close  by  the  narrowing  of  As.sonate 
Neck,  and  from  a  marktd  tree  near  theiaid  brook  ui  liio  liead  ol"  the  marbh,  to 
extend  itself  into  tJie  woods  on  a  noriheasttrly  point  four  miles,  and  from  the 
head  of  said  four  miles  on  a  ^trail  line  southerly  until  it  meet  with  the  head  of  iho 
four  milo  lino  at  Ciuequcchand  or  the  Falls  aforesaid;  ii.clud'ng  all  jiioaduw s, 
neck-s,  or  i>ljnds  lying  and  being  bctueeii  A-sonate  Ntek,  ur.d  iLl-  Falls  aforo- 
.said,  (except  the  land  that  Tabataca-on  haih  ia  present  use)  and  all  the  iiiond- 
ows  upon  .'\<so/»ale  iN't  ck,  on  the  -.outh  side  of  the  .-aid  neck.  And  all  the  iii'.ad- 
>ow  on  tlhj  we>terly  si'h;  of  'I'aunlon  ri^ er  from 'i'aunton  boiir.d>  round  until  a 
comes  to  thehrad  of  W'ey poyset  river  ;  in  nil  cretjks,  covc:<,  rivers,  and  inland 
jneadjw  not  lying  abo\e  lout  mile-i  from  the  flowing  of  the  lido  in  ;  and  f*.r  ilio 
consideration  of  tv.-enty  ciiats,  two  rugs,  two  iron  pots,  ivvo  kettles  and  one  litllo 
kettle,  t'l-iit  pair  of  shoes,  six  p  iir  of . stockings,  ono  de;:eii  of  I  ocs,  er.e  dozen  pI" 
halcbcL9»  two  yardi  of  broadcloth,  and  a  debt  satiiified  lo  John  iJarocH,  wliith 
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was  due  from  Wamsilta  onto  John  Barnts  before  llie  24l!i  of  December  1C37  ; 

all  l)ciiig  unto  ui  in  hand  pnid;  wherewitli  we  the  said  0.-saiii»-<iuin,  Warnsiiia, 
Tattapaiiuiu,  are  fully  satisfiod,  coiitetited  aud  paid,  and  do  by  the>e  prc5enls  ex- 
onerate, acquit,  and  discharge  [liere  all  tlie  gr.irUees  areaguiu  named j  ihoy  and 
either  of  thein  and  each  of  the  heirs  and  executors  of  thctn  forever.  Warranting 
the  hcieof from  all  persons  IVoin ,  by ,  or  under  us,  laying  any  claim  unto  the 
premises  from,  by,  or  under  us,  claiming  any  rii:hl  or  title  th*  rtunto,  or  unto  any 
}»-irt  or  parcel  thereof,  the  said  [grantees]  lo  li;ivc  and  to  hold  to  thern  and  their 
heirs  forever,  all  liie  above  upland  and  meadow  as  is  bcfure  CNpr!.?icd,  with  all 
ti)e  appurtenances  ihoreunto  belunginfr,  from  u>,  Ossameqnin,  W'amsltta.  and 
Tattapanun),  and  every  of  us,  our  heiia,  and  every  of  them  forever,  unto  them, 
they,  their  heir^,  executors,  administrators  and  assigna  tbrevcr,  according  to  llie 
tenure  of  Uasi-Grcenwich,  in  free  soccnge,  and  not  in  cupite  nor  by  knight's 
service. 

Also  the  said  Ossamequin,  Wamsilta,  and  'rattapanum,  do  covenant  and  grant 
that  it  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  [grantees]  to  eciur  the  saidd-  ed  in  the  Court  of 
Plymouth,  or  iu  any  other  court  of  record  provided  fur  in  such  case;  in  and  for 
the  true  performance  whereof,  O-simieMnin,  Warjisitta  and  'Jattapanum  have 
hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  this  2d  d>iy  of  Aptil,  IG'D. 

WAMSITTA,  his  M  mark,  (S.) 
TA'ri  Al'ANUM,  her  X  mark.  (.S.) 
Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  in  j  lesence  of 
THOMAS  COOIvF., 
JONATHAN  UK  Id  I), 
JOHN  SASSA.MON. 
Ossamequin  never  signed  tiie  deed.    It  was  acknowlfdgcd  June  9,  1609.  by 
Wamsitta  aud  the  Squaw  Taltapanuu),  beloru  J()^iah  \\'in>-K)\v  and  W'm.  Drad- 
ford,  Assistants." — P'ide  Bai/lics'  Mist,  of  Plytnouth,  vul.  2il,])arl  -l,  ]>.  G7. 

NOTE  D.  PAGL  IS. 

The  fullowifig  is  a  copy  of  the  grand  deed  of  Poc  asset — now  Tiverton. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  corue,  Josiah  W'insiow ,  Governor 
of  the  Colonv  of  New-I'ly  mouth,  M;ijor  W  in.  l5r;idford, 'I'reasurer  of  the  said 
Colony,  .Mr.  Thomas  Hinckley  and  .Major  James  Cw  .vorth,  Ar?i<tants  to  t!ie  said 
Governor,  send  greeting  ;  and  whereas  we  the  said  Governor,  'J'rc;!-urer  and  .As- 
sistants, or  any  two  of  us  by  virtue  of  an  order  of  the  General  Court  of  the  Col- 
ony aforesaid,  bearing  date  November,  A.  1).  loTlI.  arc  impowered  in  the -aid 
Colony's  behalf  to  make  sale  of  certain  lands  belonging  to  tlie  Colony  aforc<nid, 
and  to  makcand  seal  deeds  for  the  confirmation  '•!"''  •  .mc,  as  by  the  said  order 
remaining  on  record  in  the  said  Court  rolls  more  at  large  nppeareth;  now,  know 
ye,  that  we,  the  said  Governor,  Treasurer  and  A^^sistanls.  as  agents,  and  in  b.  half 
of  the  said  Colony,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  full  and  just  sum  of  cne  thoo- 
pand  and  one  hundred  pounds  in  lawful  money  of  Ntw-l-ni;l.ind,  to  us  in  hand, 
before  the  ensealing  and  delixering  of  the.-e  presents,  well  and  truly  paid  by  Td- 
w  ard  Gray  of  Plyiuouth,  iu  the  Colony  aforesaid;  Nathaniel  Thonia  :,  of  Mar>h- 
field,  in  the  Colony  aforesaid;  Benjamin  Church,  ol  Pnncatc-l.  in  the  Colony 
aforesaid;  Chri.-topher  Almy,  Job  Almy  and  Thomas  Waiie.  of  I'ortsmoutli.  in 
the  Colony  of  liliode-lsland  and  Providence  Planlalions;  Daniel  Wilcox,  of 
Puncate^t,  and  \Vi!!iam  IManchester  of  Puncatest,  in  the  Cnlony  of  New-Ply- 
mouth, aforesaid,  with  which  the  said  sum,  we,  the  said  agents,  do  ucknowlcdgo 
to  be  fully  satisfied,  contented  and  paid,  and  thereof  do  acquit  and  di-ehar-e  the 
said  [jrantef^s]  and  their  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  a!»^i^ns  fore.cr;  by 
these  pre>ent«  h.ive  given,  granted,  bargained,  soM.  aliened,  enli  otu-d  and  con- 
firmed; and  by  these  presentn  for  us  and  the  said  Colony  of  New-Plymouth,  do 
freely,  fully  ond  r^bsolutely  give,  grant,  i^c.  to  the  said  [gr.intee^]  all  lho»c  loiuls 
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situate,  lying  and  being  at  PocAssrr,  and  pl.:ces  adjncer.t  in  the  Colony  of  Ply- 
mouth afjrL^aid,  and  is  bound<'>d  as  followcih  : — northward  and  \'.  e^lward  by 
the  Freemen's  lot,  near  the  Pall  River,  wc^^tward  by  ili*»  l»ay  or  Sou'»d  llial  run- 
neth botweon  the  said  land^  atul  Ilhode-lsland,  <outl»\vard  partly  by  >eaconoel 
bounds,  and  partly  by  Dartmouth  bovinds,  and  northward  and  eastward  up  irilo 
the  woods  till  it  lucets  with  tiie  land-s  formerly  •»ranted  \  y  ilio  Court  to  clLcr 
men,  and  legally  obtained  by  them  from  the  naiivei,  not  eitcnd;ng  further  ilun 
Middlebury  town  hound-?  and  Ciuitqnisjil  ponds."  [Several  small  reservatiooa 
previously  sold,  arc  here  named,  and  the  deed  prooceds  in  the  u<ual  forni,  nnd 
adds]  "  that  is  to  say  to  the  said  Pdward  (Jnty  niiie-haren  or  thirtirili  part* — to 
tlje  said  Nathaniel  Thomas  live  shares  or  thiriiclh  parts— to  the  B;i;d  L'enjau>iu 
Church  ouc  share  or  thirti<  lh  part — to  the  wid  f  h-islophcr  Almy  ihrtc  shares 
ard  three  quarters  of  one  share — to  the  suid  Job  Alfjiy  three  •'hnre*  and  one  <iuar- 
tcr  of  a  share — to  the  said  'i'homas  Wait*?  one  jJiiare — to  lhei«::id  Ilaniel  N\  ilcux 
two  share>— to  the  said  Wiiiiani  !Manchcster  five  shares.  ['1  he  rest  of  the  deed 
is  in  tlie  usual  form  of  a  warraritec  deed  ] 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  ni  tlie  presence  of  witnesses.  iMarch  .'>,  177*J-S0. 

JOSPMl  WINSI.OW,  (iovernor. 
W.M.  P.i(.\!)K()UI).  'Prcasurer. 
THOMAS  IIINCKI.PV,  )  .  , 

Acknov.leds.;d  March  G,  1G79-S0.    JAMI  S  CLDW  oIlTIl .  ] 


NOTi:  L— pAGi:  in. 

Nov.  1,  1700.  Ivnow  ail  menby  these  presents,  that  whcre.is,  wc,  Jos^-.h  Win- 
slow,  Ptoheit  Durf-'C  and  Henry  l{ri;;htir.an  bci/ig  chosen  aL'«  nls  by  the  propr.  'r:i 
of  Freelov.n ;  aid  Christopher  Almy,  :?amuel  Li'.tle  and  liichard  PurJcn,  i  i;  r 
chosen  agvnts  by  the  proprietors  of  Tiverton,  to  run  and  settle  the  purchase  ot  (J-» 
between  ih.e  aforesaid  I  reetown  and  Tiveiton  ;  we  have  accoidin^ly  perforn  '"d 
the  same  asfollowelh  :  bejjiauinyat  acLi;rT  rock  on  the  Past.Nide  of  the  coun- 
try road,  ne".r  the  Pall  iliver;  said  rocU  being  the  bounds  of  the  Preomcn's  firs:  lot ; 
and  horn  said  lock  ran^int;  .'^oulh-wejl  and  by  W't-st  to  the  river  at  the  westerly  side 
of  the  country  road,  and  from  thence  the  river  to  be  the  bounds  we>tcrly  unto 
Taunton  river;  and  fcom  th.- aforesaid  rock,  langin^'  Ca>t  5-'ouiii-«  a>t  four  mile^ 
into  tho  woods  by  a  rang  -  of  marked  tree,  untu  a  heap  of  stoin  -  w.'-i  several 
trees  niaiked  about  it;  and  from  said  heap  of  ^tom•^•  ranging  North-east  and  by 
North  one  degree  northerly  by  a  range  of  inarKcd  trees  unto  a  s.one  het  in  the 
ground,  with  other  stones  laid  about  it,  bciiig  the  head  of  the  four  mile  li:  e  from 
5>tacy's  creek;  said  range  to  extend  till  it  meet  with  iMiddlcLuiy  town  b^'und-^. 
These  aforementioned  bouiidaries,  thus  run  and  pi  ::'vfl,  we  do  rnuia.-.!,  arr.-?. 
shall  be  the  perp' I'lal  bounds  between  the  land  of  ihe  aforesaid  proprietoii  of 
Freetown  and  the  proprietors  of  Tucrton. 

In  witness  w  hereof,  we  the  aforc-'aid  ag'nts  lirivc  hereunto  jointly  and  several- 
ly set  our  hand  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

HPNPvV  PPKJflT.MAN. 

Signed  and  d  jlivered  in  prtv^cncr  of  us.^  liOlU'KT  Di  niTP. . 

JACOli    A.MSON,  I  J()S!AII  H  >\V. 

his  }  KICIl.MU)  lH)Kl)i:\. 

SAMLT:P><  ir^llPilMAN.  |  CIIIMS  K  )IM  I  l.li  M..M  V, 

mark.  J  SA.Ml  I'l-  PH  TLI:. 

NOT  P.  P-  PAGi:  21. 

A  few  words  arc  neccs>ary  to  e\j>l.i:n,  uhilis  to  bi-  undeistofd  by  Oi.i>  r>  i  E 
and  Nkw  Si  yi-k. 

The  Julian  Calendar  proret'di'd  on  the  ?u''position  that  a  vr.ir  h  r.ii''-  ti  i>;»  nnd 
6  hours:  whereas  in  truth,  an  jniiual  revolution  of  lli.:  sun  i-.  [terf.irtnrfl  in  3'3.') 
days,  .')  hours,  is  mniulfs  and  ■t.'»'i  second-*;  ho  that  the  Juli.in  cixilyrar  wa<  too 
lonjt,  and  cxcc»'do<l  tl.o  polar  ye»ir  by  II  nimute.s  and  14i  •e.'onJs;  which, Mn 
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about  130  years  omoantcd  to  one  day.  Pope  Gresory  Xlll.  corrected  iho  er- 
ror, in  15S2.  'i'lio  lifiie,  as  computed  by  llie  Juliin  method,  (whxli  ,s  cal'cd 
Oi.v  Stvi.i:,)  li:id  li;L-ri  advanced  ten  d.i\.>«  bcyoi.d  the  true  lime.  l!e  or<Jered 
that  ten  duys  should  be  s-jpjjrci-ed,  ai.d  thai  iheiicefortli  ih.'ec da> s  sliould  be  drop- 
ped every  -100  jeuis,  wincli  would  be  neariy  equivalent  to  one  d.iy  in  ll!')  ycara. 

The  year  under  llic  Olu  Stylk  began  the  2'lh  of  March  :  be  ordered  lluii  it 
should  bej^ifi  the  l.il  of  January,  'lliu  new  reckoning  calltd  Ni:w  Styi-i:. 
Il  was  not  adop'ed  in  rni^latid  and  ibis  country,  till  17^2,  when  the  error  I. ad 
reached  eleven  days.  In  old  rccoids,  deeds  and  other  papt-rs.  we  lii.d,  bctwe^a 
Isl  January  and  25ih  cf  ."March,  dol  hle  dates;  as  Jan.  17,  1717-1?:,  which 
means  1717  oi.v  i^tyle  and  1 7  i  8  nlw  .^t)le.  Anotlicr  perjdexity  oCieii  Ltutt 
from  not  recollectiri;;  lh..t  January  and  I'ebruary  were  the  liititr  [»art  ofihe  year. 
For  inslaHte  :  a  diitiii::ui>ln.d  m.m,  wiio  died  a  bundled  )iar!»  ajo  in  l  ebruafv,  it 
was  said  prcjchi'd  an  ordination  sei  uion  in  July  of  the  hame  \  r;.r,  w  bicli  \\asirue, 
rccUonin^  accotdiiig  to  (Ji.dSiym..  Another  cxamfile  Kin^  ^^ecije  111.  iii 
May,  17-lG  ordered 'I'iverlofi  In  be  set  to  I'Jiode-Jaland,  and  the  I,- _•  Inluie,  a  i  - 
TEK  WAR  i)s,  in  obedience  to  that  oider,  in  Januaiy  of  the  s^iiie  yejr.  ojcorporaled 
anew,  the  town  ofTiverlon.  'J  he  act  of  incorporation  looU  phicc  the  laUcr  end 
of  flie  year  174li,  Old  Style,  or  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 7-17,  N  r.w  Stylo. 
The  j>iacticc  of  douule  dating,  between  Isl  of  January  and  25th  March,  \va« 
<ftropped  after  1752. 

NOTE  i:-l'AGE  3G. 

The  Ceneral  School  Committee  clioscn  annmlly  by  t!ic  town  of  P'all  R  iver ; 
and  ti)e  simis  voted  to  be  raided  for  tho  8i:j)porl  of  tho  public  bchuols,  nrc  a» 
follows  : 

182G — Joseph  llatlnway,  Jauics  Kord.  Jjsou  11.  Archer,  John  Lindsey, 
Wm.  li.  Cancdy.    s^GfU)  \oiid. 

1S27 — James  Ford,  Joseph  Halhawav,  Ja.-oii  H.  Archer,  John  I.indsey, 
William  B.  Canedy.    S12s>>  voted. 

1S2S — Thomas  >I.  Smith,  .Arthur  i\.  I.'o-s,  Edward  T.  'i'aylor,  James  lord, 
John  Eddy.     ^^1200  voted. 

1S2*J — Jan)e3  Eord,  'I'homas  .M.  Smith,  .Arliiur  A.  Kobs,  Hezekiah  Pnttello, 
John  Eddv.    ir-1200  voted. 

18".ii) — 'J'homas  M.  Sn.ith,  Jason  II.  .Archer ,  AriiOid  Er.tVum,  Eohlcr  Hooper, 
Thomas  Wilbur.    S  I  200  vot-d. 

ISol  —  ro>ter  Hoo[ier,  'I'homus  .M.  Smith,  Thonias  Wilbur.  Uradley  Mir.cr, 
Lcander  1'.  I.ovell.     S'20^')  voi^'d. 

1632 — Tl'.omas  Wilbur,  Orin  I'owler,  Harvey  Chare,  l!ra(!lcy  ."*.Iir.'^r,  .\a- 
thftn  Durfce.    .<i2j00  voted. 

1S33 — Orin  I'owler,  Harvey  Ch.ice,  Nathan  Durfce,  'J  homns  \\  ii!uir,  Har- 
vey Harnden,  James  l  ord.      .<:'0<)0  voted. 

183  t — Oiin  Fowler,  .Asa  Bronson,  Ilarvov  Chace,  Fhilipll.  Uennct! , '1  hom- 
es Wilbur,  Nathan  Durfee.     PnOOO  voted.' 

1835 — Oiin  Fowler,  Asa  Brnnsori,  Simon  ('lough,  (Jeorge  Vi'.  Hrigg«,  Na- 
llnn  Durfee,  James  Ford.    .^:t.')00  voted. 

183ii  —  David  .Anthonv,  James  l  ord,  Harvev  C!\a''e.     ^3500  Toted. 

1S37 — James  Ford,  J'j-eph  F.  I.indsey,  Henjamin  15.  Sisson,  (ieorgo  W. 
Erij.'i;s,  Orin  Fowlrr.    ^•1251)  voted. 

1^:^38 — Joseph  F.  Eindscy,  James  Ford,  rerj  i.'i.in  H.  Si«^on,  ()rln  I'owler, 
F.liab  Williams.     S-IOUO  vote-i. 

1839 — Orin  I'owler,  Asa  lironson,  James  lord,  Eliab  \\  illi.nms,  Jo«epb  F. 
Lindsey.     $1500  \otcd. 

1810 — Orin  Fowler,  Asa  Ernn^on,  J.ime<  Ford.  Eliab  W  illiams,  Jn«c['h  F. 
Eindsey,  Jonathan  S.  1  hompson,  Cieorr;fi  .M.  Kaiuhill.     <f45l)0  %otcd. 

The  followifip  persons  hivo  held  tyir  niH-es  of  Town  Ct.r.nr.  of  th^  tot\n 
of  Fall  Kiver: 

^^QlterY^^  (  halonrr,   elertr-d  l^rC^  Frij-'-in  Briphtman,  lf04.  NVm.  D. 
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CancJy,  ]S14;  Nathaniel  Luihcr,  181C;  Joseph  E.  Read,  1S17;  Jolin  C.  lior- 
den,  1S21 ;  Nathaniel  13.  liordon,  1S2j;  Ijcnjamin  Anlhony,  I62ti;  Stephen 
K.  Crary,  1^31;  Beiijatniti  Karl, 

The  following  porsons  have  held  the  ofnce  ofSeloclmen  of  Fall  River  : 

1803 — Thomas  liordcn,  IJcvj  irnin  Ourfec,  Jiohert  Miller. 

1604 — SsiDuel  Thurston,  Ur  iij  imin  DtiiT'^o,  Roheil  .Miller. 

1805  — Nathan  Howe:),  I'ardon  Davol,  Llijah  lilossom.  Jr. 

ISOG — Jonatlian  [Jrovvncil,  Abraham  l5owen,  Liijah  I'lossom,  Jr. 

1807 — Jonathan  Hrowiifll,  Llijah  Hiosinrn,  Sttphen  Kconard. 

1803 — Nathan  Boucn,  Ilmry  Bri'^^htman,  David  Wilson. 

1809_I)aviJ  Wilson,  William  lU  id  Jr.  Charles  Durfec. 

1510—  Cliaric-!  Durff^c,  David  Wil-cn,  Wiliiarn  Read  Jr. 

1511—  DasiJ  WiUon,  William  Read  Jun.  Henj.imin  Rcnnctt,  2d. 
lol  2--He:^  M;iah  ^Vihon.  Wiliiam  B.  Cauedy,  Willi  uu  Rorden. 

1813 —  William  15  Canc.ly,  Wiliiam  Borden,  Isaac  Winslow. 

1814 —  William  l>orden,  IJenj  imin  W.  Brown,  ifiinmor.rf  Hathaway. 
1815  —  l^cnj  imin  W.  Brown,  Shcirel  Weaver,  Bradford  Durfee, 
ISIG—Shcdol  Weaver^  \Villiam  Ashley,  William  Read. 

1817 — Shefi'el  Weaver.  Abraham  Bowen,  William  Ashley. 
1SI8-'10 — Ijoninnin  W.  Brown,  Charles  Pitman,  Jame-i  Ci.  Rowen. 
1820— SheficI  Weaver,  Benjamin  W.  Brown,  liichard  Borden  2d. 
1321-'2 — Robert  Milh  r.  Charles  I'ltman,  Enoch  French. 

1823 —  Jost?p!i  K.  Read,  Rienjamin  W.  Brown,  Kdmiind  Chace. 

1824-  ';*) -'G-'7  —  F.noch  French,  llezokiah  Wi!>on,  William  Read. 
1S23-'D — Enoch  French,  Slietil'l  Weaver,  William  Read. 
lS?,0_Slieirel  Weaver,  John  i:('dv,  William  Pvead. 

1831 —  Samuol  Chace,  Robinson  Butilnu'lon,  William  Ashley. 

1832 —  Samuel  ("hace,  Eeonard  Garfield,  U'illiam  Asliley. 

1833 —  Samuel  Cliace,  IMatihcw  C.  Duifee,  Elijah  Pierce. 

1834 —  Samuel  Chace,  Azaiiah  Shove,  Smith  NV'insIow. 
1R3j-'G-'7-'S — John  Eddy,  Israel  .Anthony,  Luther  Wiuslowr. 
1831) — John  Eddy,  Israel  Anthony,  Ru>ser  Hathaway. 

1840 — Nathaniel  B.  Rorden,  Israel  .Anthony,  William  Read. 

NOTE  IL  PAGE  36. 
The  number  of  children   in  the  town  of  Fall  River,  in  1S40,  between  the 
Bgc.Hof  4  and  IG,  is  in  District  No  1,  291;  No  2,  139,  No  11,  G03;  No  12, 
40O;  No  14,48;  total  in  the  village  14S1.    District  No  0,32;  No  4,  80;  No  5, 
49;  No  6,  2G;  No  7,  IS;  No  S,  31;  No  9,  14;  No  10.  IJ;  No  13,  45;  tol:.I 
'cut  of  t!ic  village,  SOS.    Total  in  the  town  17S9. 

NOTE  1— PAGE  37. 

Sinco  Fall  River  was  incorporat^^d  in  1S03,  thero  have  bcou  thirteen  regular 
practising  Piiysicians  in  this  town,  namely  : 

Doct's.  John  Turner,*  Ash!)el  Willard.t  .Amery  Glazier,  Jason  IT.  Archer, 
Thomas  Wilbur,  Nathan  Durfee,  Foster  Hooper,  Lenjamin  D  S;«:on,T  Ti.omaB 
T.  Wells, t  Amos  C.  Wilbur,  William  H.  A.  Crary,  Hei:ry  Willard. 

Thero  havo  been  ten  ptrsons  practising  Law,  to  wit  : 

Oakcs  Ani^cr,-  John  Lindsey.  Georgo  B.  Holme<.*  Jjr.:^.2  Ford,  J.Koph 
llatluway.t  Hczckiah  Balleilc,  Cvrus  Alden,  Eliab  W  illiams,  Goor-e  Fame.* 
U  iliiam  J.  A.  Bradford. t 

Tho  fidlowin:^  p'^rsons  have  held  thi^  otTirc  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  : 
Gior^^o  Bri:^htman,*  James  Brl^ihtman,'  Charles  Durfee,*  Jo>opii  E.  Krad, 
Willniii  B.  Caru-dy,  Hr/eki  ih  WiUon,  Cyrur,  Ald-.-n,  Jame««  Ford.  H«  zekiah 
Battclle,  Joseph  Goodui^.t  Eliab  Williams.  Israel  Anthony,  Benjamin  B.  b*L<.-.on.i 
Rcnjirnia  Anthony,*  Jo.-ph  Hathaway, f  Anthony  .Mayon,  Dav'id  Anthony,  Nti- 
ihaniol  B.  Bordon,  John  Fesscndcii.t 

•  Dcroasod.    t  Removed  from  town.  " 
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lion.  Nathaniel  H.  Horden,  of  llii.^  town,  was  a  inotuber  ofiiie  24ili  and  tlic 
25lh  Cong  ni:ss;  and  is  the  tneuiber  elect  of  the  27tlj  Co.ngh  kss  of  the  United 
Slates,  fur  District  No  10,  Mass. 

The  following  persons,  citizen?  of  Fall  liivcr,  have  been  members  of  the 
Senatl  of  Ma^iachu^etta  :  Hon.  'J'ho.i..':a  Duifoc,  iVom  17Sl  to  17S8  ;  Hon. 
Joiin  i:ddy  ISJS;  Hon.  Toster  Hooper  IS4J— '-11. 

'J'he  following  persons  have  been  Kiiprkslntati  ves  in  the  General  Court 
of  Ma»>achu>:elts  : 

IS'J.S— Voted  not  to  elect.    1S04 — .Abraham  I>owen. 

l.S05-'G — Jonathan  lirov.  noll.    1S07-'S — .Abrahain  Bowen. 

ISOy-'  1 0-'  1 1-'  1 2-! n— Robert  .Miller. 

1814-'lj-Joscph  i:.  Read.    IS IG'-' 17— Hezjhiah  Wilson. 

1S18 -'19- Joseph  i:.  Head.    1S20— Voted  not  lo  elect. 

1821— Abraham  iJowcn.    1S22— Robert  .Miller. 

lS2i{-'  l — W'm.  li.  Canedy.     IS2o — James  l  ord.    162G-\'oted  not  to  elect. 
1S27— Joseph  Hathaway.    182!-— r.noch  IVe-'ch. 
1829 — Joseph  V..  Read,  Enoch  French,  .Anthony  Mason. 
1S30 — Frederick  W'inslo-.v,  Anthony  .Mason,  Joseph  E.  Read. 
Ib3l — Nnthanici  I'.  I'orden,  Foster  Hoopor,  Frederick  W'inslow. 
1S32 — Simeon  liorden,  Aziriah  ^jliove,  Anthony  .Mason,  Harnabas  Hlos-om. 
1*833 — Simeon  Doiden,  A/,iriah  Shove,  Smith  U'inslow,  isaac  iJorden,  ]/irl 
Chace. 

1>31 — Nath'l  n.  iJordcn,  Micah  H.  Rugglc.',  .Anthony  ^lason,  Jervis  Shove, 
William  Winslow. 

1S35 — Micah  H.  Rugglcs,  Anthony  Mason,  ri)iiip  K.  Rcnuelt,  Job  13. 
French,  I'lij  ih  Fcirco. 

IS3ij — .Mic.ih  H.  Jvugglcs,  Anthony  I^lason,  Caleb  ii.  Vickery,  Win.  .Ashlev, 
Gilbrrt  IF  Du.foe. 

1S37 — Micah  H.  Rui'-les,  C'yrus  Aldcn,  John  Fddy,  Constant  B.  ^\"yatt, 
Richard  C.  French,  Phiiip  J.  Brown. 

183-5 — Frederick  Winslovv,  Benjamin  B.  Sissou,  Philip  S.  Brown,  Hczekiah 
Battellc. 

1S3;»— Micnh  H.  Rusgles,  Iram  Smith,  G.  Brightman  2d,  Joim  A.  Harris. 
18-10 — John  Fddy,  Perez  3Iason,  Nathan  Durfec,  Enoch  French. 
1S41- -Nathan  Durfec,  Job  B.  French,  Eiudou  Cook. 

NOTE  K— PAGE  3S. 
The  petition  referred  to  on  page  3S,  is  omitted  for  want  of  room. 

NOTE  l^PAGE  43. 

The  Mew  Siins  Brett  had  eight  children,  five  son-,  and  throe  daughters,  to  wit: 
Olive,  born  1740;  Joshua  Ho^vard,  1751;  Susannah,  1753;  Thanktnl,  17.:o; 
Silus,  17 j7;  F.benez.-r,  17GI;  Calvin,  17G3;  Sih.s  17G7.  Joshua  lloward 
Brett  was  a  respectable  physician;  settled  first  at  .Assonct;  then  in  Delaware 
county,  New-York,  whore  he  died  1S22.  Calvin,  who  residcrf  nl  Easlon,  is  tho 
only  one  of  thu  above  now  living. 


EknATUM.  On  page  5,  line  20— instead  of  "  South  of  Scckonk  and  Provi- 
dence riverti,"  read  South  of  Boston  and  East  of  Scckoul:  and  Providouco 
rivers." 


NOTE  0-PAGE  17A 


Benjamin 


f  Abraliam  ■ 


ilk 
■fir- 

LSaral, 

jlcliilJicn  I 

CllilJron 
Mra  Turner  ' 
Cliildron 

Cliildrcn 

Cliildron 


Mary""'" 
I  Ifanrinh 
j  PcrK.'lupo 


Ji.saiih 
William.  -  .  ^  VVilli.ira* 


Cliildren         Grand  Cliild. 


,  children,  grand  cliildren,  greil  grand  cliild. 
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